
INITIATIVE 
MEASURE676 
PROPOSED TO THE PEOPLE 

Statement For 

A COMMON SENSE APPROACH TO HANDGUN SAFETY 

Every year far too many Washingtonians are killed or 
wounded by handguns. It is the deaths and injuries of chil
dren which stand out so dramatically. 1-676 is a sensible law 
addressing the lethal combination of handguns and young 
children. The time has come for reasonable laws to reduce 
the number of deaths due to handgun accidents and violence. 

TRIGGERLOCKS AND SAFETY LICENSES WILL SAVE 
LIVES 

1-676 adds handgun safety training and triggerlocks to the 
minimum requirements for purchasing a handgun. This will 
reduce handgun related accidents and save lives by protect
ing children and making adults smarter and safer w ith their 
handguns. 

1-676 GIVES LAW ENFORCEMENT ANOTHER TOOL 

1-676 permits law enforcement to take into custody hand
guns from anyone who does not have a handgun safety 
license. It is another tool for our law enforcement officials 
to help keep handguns out of the hands of irresponsible and 
dangerous people. 

ISN'T SAVING ONE LIFE WORTH IT? 

Today our state has no handgun safety laws. Not one! 
No safety license. No safety training. No triggerlocks. No 
wonder children keep dying. A $25 handgun safety license 
and a $12.50 triggerlock: sma ll prices to pay for the li fe of a 
child. 

1-676 is constitutional, reasonable, practical legislation that 
will save lives. We urge your YES vote on 1-676, the Hand
gun Safety Act. 

Endorsed by Republicans, Democrats, police, prosecu-

Official Ballot Title: 
Shall the transfer of handguns without 
trigger-locking devices be prohibited and 
persons possessing or acqu iring 
a handgun be requ ired to obta in a 
handgun safety license? 

Note: The ballot title and explanatory statement were written 
by the Attorney General as required by law; the explanatory 
statement was amended by the court. The complete text of 
In itiative Measure 676 begins on page 21 . 

tors, physicians, gun-owners and non-owners, and many 
organizations including: Washington Education Association; 
washington Association of Churches; The Seattle Times; 
Mothers Against Violence in America; Seattle Counci I - PTSA; 
washington Ceasefire; and the Washington Academy of Fam
ily Physicians. 

For more information, call (206) 583-8113. 

Rebuttal of Statement Against 
Opponents say 1-676 will cause more deaths than save lives. 

That is false and misleading. 
Triggerlocks and safety training will save lives! 
Triggerlocks and the 5-year phase-in of safety training won't 

solve the whole crime problem or stop people from doing dumb 
things w ith handguns. But 1-676 w ill definitely reduce deaths 
and accidents by making people smarter about their guns and 
giving law enforcement another tool. 

That's why police and troopers across Washington sup
port 1-676. 

Voters Pamphlet Statement Prepared by: 

JO EL PRITCHARD, former Lieutenant Governor -
Repub lican ; J EAN GARDNER, fo rmer F irst Lady -
Democrat; TOM WALES, Prosecutor, Co-Chair, Washington 
Citizens for Handgun Safety. 

Advisory Committee: PAM BEHRING, Presiden~ Spokane 
League of Women Voters; JAMES A BLACK, M.D., Renton 
neurolog ist, lifelong handgun owner; LARRY M. FEHR, 
Executive Director, Wash ington Council on Crime and 
Delinquency; DARLENE HENSLEY, Marysville teacher, Board 
of Directors, Wash ington Education Association; PAUL 
HERSTEIN, M.D., Group Health Cooperative, Physicians for 
Social Responsibility. 
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The law as it now exists: 
Under our state constitution ind iv idual citizens have the 

right to bear arms in defense of themselves or the state. Past 
Supreme Court decisions have held that th is right is subject to 
reasonable regu lation to protect the public safety, health, 
morals and general welfare. Under current law, certain people 
(persons convicted of serious crimes, persons less than 
eighteen years of age, persons who have been involuntarily 
committed for treatment of a menta l illness) may not own or 
possess a handgun or firearm in this state. Current law also 
prohibits a person from carrying a concealed pistol (a firearm 
with a barrel less than sixteen inches long, or designed to be 
held and fired with one hand) anywhere except in the person's 
home or place of business, without obtaining a concealed 
pistol license. Current law contains no specific training 
requirements for handgun owners. Current law a llows a chief 
of police or sheriff to issue a temporary emergency license for 
good cause. 

Statement Against 

Initiative 676 creates an expensive new bureaucracy, pro
motes a false sense of security, limits self-defense and will 
resu lt in more deaths! 

Vote NO/ 

INITIATIVE 676: COSTLY BUREAUCRACY 
INTRUDES ON PRIVACY AND FREEDOM 

Lets bureaucrats set standards for handgun ownership and 
grants them immunity when your right of self-defense is de
nied. 

Department of Licensing (DOL) estimates 1,000,000 hand
gun owners in Washington. Add spouses and adu lt family 
members who must be processed and implementation dead
line becomes impossible to meet. 

Law-abiding citizens not processed by dead line are sub
ject to firearms' confiscation. 

Massive bureaucracy d iverts police resources from pur
su ing violent criminals and threatens public safety. 

Vote NO/ 

INITIATIVE 676: DANGEROUS SCHEME 
THAT WILL COST LIVES 

Gun lock manufacturers warn that trigger locks on loaded 
guns "may result in accidental discharges," giving users a 
false sense of security. 

Your fundamental right of self-defense is stripped away 
and placed in the hands of DOL bureaucrats. 

Stalking victims and others in emergency situations can
not obtain waivers to exercise their self-defense rights. 

Vote NO/ 

FIREARM SAFETY EXPERTS OPPOSE 1-676 

Washington State Law Enforcement Firearms Instructors 
Association voted unanimously from the floor to oppose 1-
676. 

C ivi lian certified firearms safety instructors oppose 1-676, 
although they would make money if it passes. 

Vote NO/ 

The effect of Initiative Measure 676, 
if approved into law: 

Th is measure would make it unlawful to knowingly sell , 
deliver, loan or otherwise transfer any handgun unless it is 
equipped with a trigger-lock or sim ilar device. The measure 
would a lso require that anyone, before buying, taking 
possession or control of a handgun, obtain a handgun safety 
license, renewable every five years. Handgun safety licenses 
would be issued by the department of licensing and an on-line 
database of a ll handgun safety license holders wou ld be 
created for law enforcement and corrections departments. 

To obta in a handgun safety license, a person (1) must be 
at least eighteen years old; (2) must have received a 
"handgun safety certificate"; (3) must be a person who can 
lawfully possess a handgun under federal and state law; and 
(4) must pay a fee of up to $25.00. A "handgun safety 
certificate" means a certificate that the holder has passed a 
course at least eight hours long, includ ing instruction in the 
safe operation, handling, and storage of handguns, orthatthe 
person has received training at least equivalent to such a 
course. 

(continued on page 20) 

WHO IS REALLY BEHIND 1-676? 

The same people who opposed the law enforcement-sup
ported "3 strikes you're out" and "hard time for armed crime" 
initiatives. 

1-676 backers have never trained a single person in fire
arm safety and are wholly unquali fied to dictate this scheme. 

They deceived you about buying petition signatures and 
now they're deceiving you about 1-676. 

PROTECT YOUR CIVIL LIBERTIES -VOTE NO ON 1-676! 

For more information, call (425) 454-4915. 

Rebuttal of Statement For 
Fortunately, State Department of Health accidental hand

gun fata lity statistics for children are dramatically low. Cur
rent firearm safety programs and recent legislative action 
are the reasons why ch ild gun accidents are very rare. 

1-676 limits your right to self-protection , wi ll cost lives, 
mandates a government deadline that can't be met and forces 
police to confiscate firearms from honest citizens. 

Proponents' deceptive rhetoric aside, keeping children 
safe is the responsibility of parents, not government. Vote 
NO! 

Voters Pamphlet Statement Prepared by: 

JOE WALDRON, Chairman, Wash ington Citizens Against 
Regu latory Excess; LARRY SHEAHAN , State 
Representative, Chair, House Law & Justice Committee; 
DAVE LACOURSE, author, 'Three Strikes" and "Hard Time" 
initiatives. 

Advisory Comm ittee: BILL BURRIS, President, 
washington State Law Enforcement Firearms Instructors 
Association ; Sheriff BILL WIESTER; ALAN GOTILIEB, 
founder, Second Amendment Foundation and crime victim 
advocate; ROBIN RENEE BALL, firearm safety instructor 
and KSBN radio host; KIRBY WILBUR, KVI radio host. 
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..I:::!\ INITIATIVE MEASURE 673 (continued from page 5) 

\:::;J The effect of Initiative Measure 673, if approved into law (continued): 

Each health plan wou ld be required to pennit every indiv idual doctor ( defined by the measure to include doctors of medicine, 
pharmacy, psychology, osteopathic medicine and surgery, chiropractic, pediatric medic ine and surgery, naturopathy, and 
optometry) and nurse practitioner to provide services or care under the plan, if (1) such services or care is within the hea lth 
care provider's scope of practice; (2) the provider agrees to abide by standards of cost effective and medica lly effective health 
services and to reviews designed to contain costs and promote efficient management; and (3) the plan covers the condition 
or provides the services. 

The insurance commissioner would be directed to adopt rules to implement the new measure . 

..I:::!\ INITIATIVE MEASURE 676 (continued from page 7) \:::J The effect of Initiative Measure 676, if approved into law (continued): 

Current holders of concealed pistol licenses would have to obtain handgun safety licenses when their pistol licenses expires, 
is renewed or revoked, or January 1, 2004, whichever comes first. The training requirement would be waived for certain law 
enforcement officers or for persons with military tra ining on the safe operation, handling, and storage of handguns. 

The department of licensing would be authorized to adopt ru les to implementthe measure. The department could authorize 
private instructors to provide the handgun safety course. The department could authorize county and city law enforcement 
agencies to accept handgun safety license applications and process renewals for the department 

Any handgun possessed or controlled in violation of th is act is contraband and shall immediately be taken into custody by 
law enforcement However, it is an absolute defense to forfeiture if a person has or obtains a handgun safety license within sixty 
days of notice of forfeiture. 

The following would be exempt from the handgun safety license requirement: persons who are in law enforcement or in the 
armed forces and who are requ ired to possess a handgun in connection w ith their officia l duties; persons under the direct 
supervision of a licensed or exempt individual who are using a handgun as part of handgun safety training, or for target shooting 
at a business where such activity is authorized; persons temporarily handling a firearm in the presence of a dealer for the 
purpose of considering purchase; and persons temporarily possessing a handgun in an emergency involving lawfu l defense 
of self , others, or property . 

..I:::!\ INITIATIVE MEASURE 678 (continued from page 11 ) \:::J The effect of Initiative Measure 678, if approved into law (continued): 

by law except administering nitrous oxide and placing and carving restorations. To obtain the enhanced practice endorsemen~ 
a hygienist would have to practice for at least five years under the supervision of a licensed dentis~ must establish health care 
provider referral protocols, and must have training in cardiopulmonary resuscitation and basic life support. 

Dental hygienists who have practiced for five years under the current law would be eligible for an enhanced practice 
certificate upon application if the measure is approved. 

Denta l hyg ienists would sti ll be proh ibited from: performing oral surgery (except soft tissue curettage and restorative 
procedures); prescribing drugs (except that the dental hygiene quality assurance commission could approve appropriate 
drugs which dental hygienists could purchase and apply in performing dental hyg iene services); diagnosis for denta l treatment 
or treatment planning; and taking impressions (except for home therapy purposes) . 

..I:::!\ INITIATIVE MEASURE 685 (continued from page 13) \:::J The effect of Initiative Measure 685, if approved into law (continued): 

Any person convicted of personal possession or use of controlled substances after the measure is enacted would be e ligible 
for probation. The sentencing judge could requ ire appropriate drug treatment or education. A person convicted three times 
of persona l possession or use of a controlled substance would not be eligible for probation. 

A commission on drug education and prevention , including members who are parents, wou ld be created , to be appointed 
by the Governor. The commission wou ld fund education on alcohol and controlled substances, substance abuse, and 
enhanced parental involvement. Six million dollars per year would be transferred from the state general fund to a new drug 
treatment and education fund , to be used by the department of corrections to implement the parole provisions of the measure, 
by county probation departments for drug treatment and education programs, and by the commission on drug education and 

revention. 

~ REFERENDUM BILL 47 (continued from page 15) 

~ The effect of Referendum Bill 47, if approved into law (continued): 

The 106 percent limitation on levy increases wou ld be adjusted downward in some cases. For taxing districts with a 
population of less than ten thousand , the limit would remain 106 percent. For all other taxing districts, the limit would be the 
most recent twelve-month "inflation" rate published by the federal department of commerce in the year before the taxes are 
payable, but never more than 106 percent. The legislative authority of any taxing d istrict cou ld, by a special majority, 
establish a different limitation upon a finding of "substantial need," but could never set a limit more than 106 percent. As with 
current law, any taxing district cou ld exceed its levy limit after obta ining voter approval of a specific proposition . 
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® COMPLETE TEXT OF 
Initiative Measure 673 

AN ACT Relating to hea lth plans; and add ing a new 
section to chapter48.43 RCW. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF 
WASHINGTON: 

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to 
chapter 48.43 RCW to read as follows: 

Every health plan delivered, issued for delivery, or 
renewed by a hea lth carrier on and after July 1, 1998: 

(1) May include managed care or other management or 
administrative provisions only to assure effective and efficient 
delivery of health care services. Such provis ions must ensure 
that people changing health plans or employment will not be 
required to change doctors or nurse practitioners as defined in 
subsection (3) below. Managed care or similar provisions may 
not discriminate against any provider or type of provider 
included in the plan and must be written and applied on a 
substantially fair and uniform basis among all hea lth care 
providers included in the plan; 

(2) Must d isclose such information aboutthe plan as the 
insurance commissioner provides by ru le. Such information 
must include the percentages of premium and investment 
income attributable to salaries and administration, to profits, 
and to direct provision of health care services, and must include 
any requ irements or agreements between the plan and 
providers that restrict access or referral to other providers or 
otherwise limitthe provision of hea lth care services; 

(3)(a) Must permit every ind iv idual doctor and nurse 
practitioner, as defined in {b) of this subsection, to provide 
health services or care for conditions to the extent that: 

(i) The provision of such health services or care is within 
the doctor's or nurse practitioner's respective scope of 
practice; 

(ii) The doctor or nurse practitioner agrees to abide by 
standards related to provision of cost-effective and c linica lly 
efficacious health services and to utilization review, cost 
containmen~ and efficient management procedures; and 

(iii) The plan covers the condition or provides the service. 
(b) For purpose of this section, the tenn "doctor" means 

doctor of medic ine licensed under chapter 18. 71 RCW, doctor 
of pharmacy or pharmacist licensed under chapter 18. 64 RCW, 
doctor of psychology licensed under chapter 18.83 RCW, 
doctor of osteopathic medicine and surgery licensed under 
chapter 18.57 RCW, doctor of ch iropractic licensed under 
chapter 18.25 RCW, doctor of pediatric medicine and surgery 
licensed under chapter 18.22 RCW, doctor of naturopathy 
licensed under chapter 18 .36A RCW, and doctor of optometry 
licensed under chapter 18.53 RCW. "Nurse practitioner" 
means a nurse practitioner licensed under chapter 18. 79 RCW. 
This subsection (3) does not apply to a health plan to the extent 
that it d irectly employs doctors or nurse practitioners. 

The insurance commissioner shall adopt rules to 
implement this section. 

® COMPLETE TEXT OF 
Initiative Measure 676 

AN ACT Relating to handgun safety; amending RCW 
9.41 .047, 9.41 .0975, 9.41 .094, 9.41 .097, 9.41 .129, and 
9.41 .800; adding a new chapter to Title 9 RCW; creating a new 
section; prescribing penalties; providing an effective date; and 
declaring an emergency. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF 
WASHINGTON: 

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The sovereign people of the 
state of Washington declare that: 

(1) Handguns are a leading cause of death and serious 
injury. In recent years more people have been murdered by 
handguns in Washington state (population 5.5 million) than in 
the entire countries of Canada (population 26.9 million) and 
Great Britain (population 57.5 million) combined. 

(2) As a result of unsafe use or storage of handguns, 
children frequently are killed or wounded, either through 
criminal violence, accidents, or suicide. Nationally, more than 
five thousand ch ildren under the age of nineteen are ki lled or 
wounded each year by handguns. Many of these child victims 
died in Wash ington state. 

(3) The injury and death caused by the unsafe storage 
and use of handguns constitutes a direct threat to the public 
health and safety of the citizens of Washington state. 

(4) The great majority of firearms deaths resu lting from 
homicide, accident, and suic ide are caused by handguns and 
not rifles or shotguns. 

(5) A handgun, li ke an automobile, is extremely 
dangerous when used by a person without proper training in its 
safe operation, hand ling, and storage. 

(6) Requiring that each handgun user obtain a handgun 
safety license is a reasonable means for the public to protect 
itself from the unlawful and unsafe use and storage of these 
firearms. 

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. The definitions in this section 
apply throughout th is chapter unless the context clearly 
requires otherwise. 

(1) "Handgun" means a pistol, as defined in RCW 
9.41 .010, except a pistol that has been permanently disabled 
so that it cannot fire a projectile, or an antique fireann as defined 
in RCW 9.41 .010(8). 

(2) "Trigger-locking device" means any device, 
mechanism, or container that prevents the discharge of the 
handgun un less the device or mechanism is deactivated, 
removed , or opened by use of a key, security code, or other 
means that effectively limits the operation of the handgun to 
persons permitted to use the handgun. 

(3) The definitions of "firearm," "pistol," "antique firearm," 
"dealer," "law enforcement officer," and other definitions in 
RCW 9.41 .010 apply throughout this chapter unless the 
context clearly requires otherwise. 

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. Notwithstand ing any other 
provis ions of law, it is unlawful within the state of Washington 
for any person, corporation, or entity knowingly to sell, deliver, 
loan, or otherwise transfer a handgun to any person, including 
an individual taking possession of a handgun as an employee 
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® COMPLETE TEXT OF 
Initiative Measure 676 
(continued) 

or agent of another person, unless the handgun is equipped 
with an operable trigger-locking device; and 

(1) As to any dealer, in add ition to complying with all 
applicable requirements of RCW 9.41 .090, the dealer has 
verified that the transferee possesses a valid handgun safety 
license by: (a) Examining the handgun safety license; and {b) 
examining a valid driver's license or identification card 
containing a photograph of the transferee issued by a state or 
the United States. The dealer's signature and delivery of the 
application for the purchase of a pistol under RCW 9.41 .090 
constitutes certification that the dealer has verified that the 
transferee possesses a valid handgun safety license; and 

(2) As to any transferor other than a dealer, the transferor 
has verified that the transferee possesses a valid handgun 
safety license by: (a) Examining the handgun safety license, 
{b) examining a valid driver's license or identification card 
containing a photograph of the transferee issued by a state or 
the United States, and ( c) attesting on a form prepared by the 
department of licensing thatthe previous conditions have been 
satisfied, and mailing or otherwise delivering th is form to the 
department of licensing within three business days of the 
transfer. The form shall identify the transferor and transferee 
and the handgun safety license number of the transferee. 

NEW SECTION. Sec.4. (1) Notwithstanding any other 
provision of law, it is unlawful within the state of Washington for 
any person knowing ly to possess or control a handgun unless 
the person possesses a valid handgun safety license. 

(2) The following are affirmative defenses under this 
section: 

(a) The person possessed a valid handgun safety license 
w ithin the preceding two years and has not become ineligible 
for a handgun safety license in the interim; 

{b) At the time of the violation, the person was not a 
resident of the state of Washington, was eighteen years of age 
or older, and was carrying the handgun in compliance with 
RCW9.41 .050(1) through (3), (4) (a) through (i) and (k) through 
(n), and (5) through (7); or 

(c) At the time of the violation, the person was a resident 
of the state of Washington and had been a resident for less 
than s ixty days. 

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. A person, corporation, or 
entity who knowing ly violates section 3 of th is act is guil ty of 
a misdemeanor upon conviction of the first offense, and of a 
class C felony upon conviction of any subsequent offense. A 
person who knowingly violates section 4 of this act is guil ty of 
a class 2 civil infraction upon being found to have committed 
a first offense, of a misdemeanor upon conviction of a second 
offense, and of a class C felony upon conviction of any 
subsequent offense. For purposes of this section, all offenses 
occurring in a sing le incident are considered a single offense. 

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. Any handgun possessed or 
controlled in violation of section 4 of this act is contraband and 
sha ll be immediately taken into custody by a law enforcement 
officer. Any such contraband handgun shall be forfeited under 
the provisions of RCW 9.41 .098. However, it is an absolute 
defense to forfeiture under this section that the owner of the 
handgun currently has a va lid handgun safety license, or 
obta ins or renews a handgun safety license w ithin sixty days 

of the date of receipt of notice of the intended forfeiture. Nothing 
in th is chapter is intended to abrogate the rights of privacy 
protected by Article I, section 7 of the state Constitution or the 
Fourth Amendment to the Constitution of the United States. 

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. As used in this act, the term 
"handgun safety license" means a license issued under the 
provisions of section 8 of this act, containing ata minimum the 
licensee's name, address, date of birth, physica l description , 
and unique license number. The department of licensing may 
authorize the issuance of a license combining a handgun 
safety license with a concealed pistol license. 

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. (1) The department of 
licensing, or any agency designated by it under section 12 of 
this act, shall issue or renew a handgun safety license valid for 
a period of five years, if the issuing agency determines that the 
applicant: 

(a) Is at least eighteen years of age; 
(b) Has been issued a handgun safety certi ficate or has 

previously been issued a handgun safety license; 
(c) Is not proh ibited from possessing or receiving a 

handgun under federal or state law, based upon a check of 
records as provided by RCW 9.4 1.090(2); and 

( d) Has paid the fee provided by section 12 of this act. 
(2) Unless the applicant for a handgun safety license is 

also apply ing for a concealed pistol license, the applicant is not 
required to provide fingerprints in connection with the 
application process. 

(3) A person who knowingly makes a false statement on 
an application for a handgun safety license is guil ty of fa lse 
swearing under RCW 9A. 72.040. 

NEW SECTION. Sec. 9. (1) A handgun safety license 
shall be revoked by the issu ing agency, or by order of a judge 
of a court of record, if the agency or judge determines that the 
holder of the license is prohibited from possessing or receiv ing 
a handgun under federal or state law. 

(2) The holder ofa handgun safety license that is revoked 
shall return the license to the issuing agency or c lerk of the 
court within ten days after receipt of notice of the revocation, or 
an earlier date as may be requ ired by the court. 

(3) A person who knowing ly fa ils to return a revoked 
handgun safety license as required by this section is gu il ty of 
a misdemeanor. 

(4) A person who knowingly possesses a handgun in 
violation of section 4 of this ac~ after receiv ing notice of the 
revocation of his or her handgun safety license, is guilty of a 
class C felony. 

NEW SECTION. Sec. 10. (1) As used in th is chapter, 
the term "handgun safety certificate" means a certificate that 
is issued by the department of licensing or its designee upon 
determination that the applicant 

(a) Has passed a course, approved by the department of 
licensing, of not less than eight hours of instruction in the safe 
operation , handling, and storage of handguns; or 

{b) Has passed an examination, approved by the 
department of licensing, establishing a level of knowledge and 
skill regard ing the safe operation, handling, and storage of 
handguns that is at least equiva lent to that provided by the 
courses approved under (a) of th is subsection ; or 

(c) Has received training in this state orin another state, 
or in the armed forces of the United States, that the department 
of licensing determines to establish a level of knowledge and 
skill regard ing the safe operation, handling, and storage of 
handguns that is at least equiva lent to that provided by the 
courses approved under (a) of th is subsection ; or 
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® COMPLETE TEXT OF 
Initiative Measure 676 
(continued) 

{d) Has received training as an anned private detective, 
armed security guard, or law enforcement officer that the 
department of licensing determines to establish a level of 
knowledge and skill regarding the safe operation, handling, and 
storage of handguns that is at least equivalent to that provided 
by the courses approved under (a) of this subsection. 

(2) The handgun safety courses and examinations 
provided for in subsection (1 )(a) and {b) of this section shall not 
be conducted at any facility that is used for the administration 
of driver's licensing examinations. 

(3) The department of licensing may authorize 
designated law enforcement agencies and private parties to 
offer and administer the handgun safety courses and 
examinations provided for in subsection (1 )(a) and {b) of this 
section . 

(4) In designing or approving the handgun safety courses 
and licensing examinations provided for in this section , the 
department of licensing may consult w ith organizations 
concerned with promoting gun safety, law enforcement 
agencies, and the armed forces of the United States. 

NEW SECTfON Sec. 11. A handgun safety license is 
not a concealed pistol license and possession of a handgun 
safety licence is not a defense to a prosecution for violation of 
federal law or state law, except for the defenses to state law as 
specifically set forth in this chapter. 

NEW SECJ!ON Sec. 12. (1) The department of 
licensing shall establish rules and procedures as are 
necessary for the implementation and enforcement of this act, 
including rules and procedures for the courses of not less than 
eight hours of instruction and examinations provided for in 
section 10 of this act to ensure that persons are properly 
trained in the safe operation, handling, and storage of 
handguns. 

(2) The department of licensing may designate the chief 
of police ofa municipality or the sheriff of a county as an agency 
for accepting and processing applications for handgun safety 
licenses and issuing and renewing handgun safety licenses on 
behalf of the department of licensing under this chapter. 

(3) The department of licensing is authorized to set fees 
forthe issuance and renewal of handgun safety licenses; these 
fees to be deposited into the handgun safety account 
established under section 16 of th is act. However, the fee for 
issuance or renewal of a handgun safety license alone shall not 
exceed twenty-five dollars, wh ich shall be distributed as 
fol lONs: 

(a) Fifteen dollars to the issu ing authority; and 
(b) The remainder to the department of licensing or its 

designee for expenses incurred in the administration and 
enforcement of this act. 

(4) In cases where an applicant s imultaneously is 
apply ing for issuance or renewal of both a concea led pistol 
license and a handgun safety license, no fee shall be charged 
for the handgun safety license so long as the applicant pays 
the fee required by law for issuance or renewal of the concealed 
pistol license. 

to the director of licensing, if the original was issued by a 
designee of the department of licensing; and the triplicate shall 
be preserved for six years by the authority issuing the license. 
The department of licensing shall make available to law 
enforcement and corrections agencies, in an on-line fonnat, all 
information received under this section. 

NEW SECTION. Sec. 14. (1) This chapter does not 
apply to the United States or a department or agency of the 
United States, or a state, or a department, agency, or political 
subdiv ision of the state. 

(2) Sections 4 and 6 of this act do not apply to: 
(a) A law enforcement officer or member of the armed 

forces of the United States or the national guard or the 
organized reserves who is required to possess a handgun in 
connection w ith his or her official duties; 

{b) A person handling or using a handgun under the 
immediate supervision of an individual with a valid Washington 
handgun safety license or of an indiv idual who is exempt under 
this chapter, provided that the person is: 

(i) Using the handgun as part of training at a handgun 
safety course; 

(ii) Using the handgun for target shooting or for lawful 
organized competition at an established location at which such 
shooting or competition is authorized by the governing body of 
the jurisdiction; or 

(iii) Temporarily hand ling the handgun, wh ich is 
unloaded, in the presence of a dealer for the purpose of 
considering purchase of the handgun; 

(c) A person temporarily possessing a handgun during 
an emergency in which the person is exercising his or her rights 
under RCW9A.16.020(3) or9A.16.110(1); or 

{d) A person who possesses a valid Washington 
concealed pistol license as of the effective date of this ac~ until 
such concealed pistol license expires, is renewed or revoked, 
or January 1, 2004, wh ichever comes first. 

NEW SECTION. Sec.15. As soon as practicable, and 
no later than July 1, 1998, the department of licensing shall 
commence a public awareness and educationa l program 
rega rd ing the provisions and requirements of this act. 

NEWSECTfON Sec.16. Thehandgunsafetyaccount 
is created in the custody of the state treasurer. All receipts 
from sec ti on 12 of this a ct must be deposited into the account. 
Expenditures from the account may be used only for costs 
incurred by the department of licensing or its designee in the 
administration and enforcement of th is act. Only the director 
of the department of licensing or the director's designee may 
authorize expend itures from the account. The account is 
subjectto allotment procedures under chapter43.88 RCW, but 
an appropriation is not required for expenditures. 

Sec.17. RCW 9.41 .047 and 1996 c295 s 3 are each 
amended to read as follows: 

(1) Atthe time a person is convicted of an offense making 
the person ineligible to possess a firearm, or at the time a 
person is committed by court order under RCW 71 .05.320, 
71 .34.090, or chapter 10.77 RCW for mental health treatmen~ 
the convicting or committing court shall notify the person, orally 
and in writing, that the person must immediately surrender any 
handgun safety license and concealed pistol license and that 
the person may not possess a firearm unless his or her right 
to do so is restored by a court of record. 

The convicting or committing court also shall forward a 
NEW SECTION. Sec. 13. A handgun safety license copy of the person's driver's license or identicard, or 

shall be issued in triplicate. The original thereof shall be issued comparable information, to the department of licensing, along 
to the licensee; the duplicate shall w ithin seven days be sent with the date of conviction or commitment. 
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(2) Upon receipt of the information provided for by 
subsection (1) of this section, the department of licensing shall 
determine if the convicted or committed person has a handgun 
safety license or a concealed pistol license. If the person does 
have a handgun safety license or a concealed pistol license, 
the department of licensing sha ll immediately notify the 
license-issuing authority which, upon receipt of such 
notification, sha ll immediately revoke the license or licenses. 

(3)(a) A person who is prohibited from possessing a 
firearm, by reason of having been involuntarily committed for 
mental health treatment under RCW 71 .05.320, 71 .34.090, 
chapter 10. 77 RCW, or equivalent statutes of another 
jurisdiction may, upon discharge, petition a court of record to 
have his or her right to possess a firearm restored. At the time 
of commitmen~ the court sha ll specifically state to the person 
that he or she is barred from possession of firearms. 

{b) The secretary of social and health services shall 
develop appropriate rules to create an approval process under 
this subsection. The ru les must provide for the restoration of 
the right to possess a firearm upon a showing in a court of 
competent jurisdiction thatthe person is no longer required to 
participate in an inpatient or outpatient treatment program, is 
no longer required to take medication to treat any condition 
related to the commitment, and does not present a substantial 
danger to himself or herself , others, or the public. Unlawful 
possession of a firearm under this subsection shall be 
punished as a class C felony under chapter 9A.20 RCW. 

(c) A person petitioning the court under this subsection 
(3) shall bear the burden of proving by a preponderance of the 
evidence that the circumstances resulting in the commitment 
no longer exist and are not reasonably likely to recur. 

Sec.18. RCW 9.41 .0975 and 1996 c 295 s 9 are each 
amended to read as fo llows: 

(1) The state, loca l governmental entities, any public or 
private agency, and the employees of any state or local 
governmenta l entity or public or private agency, acting in good 
faith, are immune from liability: 

(a) For fa ilure to preventthe saleortransferofa firearm 
to a person whose receipt or possession of the firearm is 
unlawful; 

{b) For preventing the sale or transfer of a firearm to a 
person who may lawfu lly receive or possess a firearm ; 

(c) For issuing a handgun safety license ora concealed 
pistol license to a person ineligible for such a license; 

{d) For fai li ng to issue a handgun safety license or a 
concealed pistol license to a person eligible for such a license; 

(e) For revoking or fai ling to revoke an issued handgun 
safety license or concealed pistol license; 

(f) For errors in preparing or transmitting information as 
part of determining a person's eligibility to receive or possess 
a firearm, or e ligibility for a handgun safety license or a 
concealed pistol license; 

(g) For issuing a dealer's license to a person ineligible for 
such a license; or 

{h) For fa iling to issue a dea ler's license to a person 
eligible for such a license. 

(2) An application may be made to a court of competent 
jurisdiction for a writ of mandamus: 

(a) Directing an issuing agency to issue a handgun safety 

license or a concea led pistol license wrongfully refused; 
{b) Directing a law enforcement agency to approve an 

application to purchase wrongfully denied; 
( c) Directing that erroneous information resulting either 

in the wrongfu l refusal to issue a handgun safety license or a 
concealed pistol license or in the wrongful denial of a purchase 
application be corrected ; or 

{d) Directing a law enforcement agency to approve a 
dealer's license wrongfully denied. 

The application for the writ may be made in the county 
in wh ich the application for a handgun safety license 
concealed pistol license .. orto purchase a pistol was made, or 
in Thurston county, at the discretion of the petitioner. A court 
shall provide an expedited hearing for an application brought 
under this subsection (2) for a writ of mandamus. A person 
granted a writ of mandamus under this subsection (2) shall be 
awarded reasonable attorneys' fees and costs. 

Sec.19. RCW 9.4 1.094 and 1994 sp.s. c 7 s 411 are 
each amended to read as fo llows: 

A signed application to purchase a pistol or to obta in a 
handgun safety license shall constitute a waiver of 
confidentia li ty and written request that the department of 
social and health services, mental health institutions, and 
other health care facilities release, to an inquiring court or law 
enforcement agency, information relevant to the applicant's 
eligibility to purchase a pistol ((to 8 1'1 il'lejt1iril'lg eot1ft)) or {{faw 
eRforeel'l'lel'lt agel'le) )) to obtain a handgun safety license. 

Sec. 20. RCW 9.4 1.097 and 1994 sp.s. c 7 s412 are 
each amended to read as fo llows: 

( 1) The department of social and health services, mental 
health institutions, and other health care facilities sha ll , upon 
request of a court or law enforcement agency, supply such 
relevant information as is necessary to determine the eligibility 
of a person to possess a pistol or to be issued a handgun 
safety license under chapter 9.- RCW (sections 2 through 16 
and 24 of this act} a concea led pistol license under RCW 
9.41.070 .. or to purchase a pistol under RCW 9.41.090. 

(2) Menta l health information received by: (a) The 
department of licensing pursuant to RCW 9.41 .047 or 
9.41 .170; {b) an issu ing authority pursuantto RCW 9.41 .047 
((01')) .. 9.41 .070 or section 8 of this act; (c) a chiefof police or 
sheriff pursuantto RCW 9.41 .090 ((01')) ... 9.41 .170 or section 
8 of this act; ( d) a court or law enforcement agency pursuant 
to subsection ( 1) of this section, sha II not be disclosed except 
as provided in RCW42.17.318. 

Sec. 21. RCW 9.41 .129 and 1994 sp.s. c 7 s417 are 
each amended to read as fo llows: 

The department of licensing may keep copies or records 
of applications for handgun safety licenses provided for under 
section 7 of this act or concealed pistol licenses provided for 
in RCW 9.41 .070, copies or records of applications for a lien 
firearm licenses, copies or records of applications to purchase 
pistols provided for in RCW 9.41 .090, and copies or records of 
pistol transfers provided for in RCW 9.41 .110. The copies and 
records shall not be disclosed except as provided in RCW 
42.17.318. 

Sec. 22. RCW 9.41 .800 and 1996 c 295 s 14 are each 
amended to read as follows: 

(1) Any court when entering an order authorized under 
RCW 9A.46.080, 10.14.080, 10.99.040, 10.99.045, 26.09.050, 
26.09.060, 26.10.040, 26.10.115, 26.26.130, 26.26.137, 
26.50.060, or 26.50.070 shall , upon a showing by clear and 
convincing evidence, that a party has: Used, displayed, or 
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threatened to use a firearm or other dangerous weapon in a 
felony, or previously committed any offense that_ n:iakes him or 
her inel igible to possess a firearm under the provisions of RCW 
9.41 .040: 

(a) Require the party to surrender any firearm or other 
dangerous weapon; . 

{b) Requ ire the party to surrender any concealed pistol 
license issued under RCW 9.41 .070; 

(c) Requjre the party to surregder any handgun safety 
license issued under section 8 of this act 

£.dl Prohibit the party from obtaining or possessing a 
firearm or other dangerous weapon; 

( ("tdt)) .£el Prohibit the party from obtaining or possessing 
a concealed pistol license;,,,,Q[, 

CO Prohibit the party from obtaining or possessjng a 
handgun safety license. 

(2) Any court when entering an order authorized under 
RCW9A.46.080, 10.14.080, 10.99.040, 10.99.045, 26.09.050, 
26.09.060, 26.10.040, 26.10.115, 26.26.130, 26.26.137, 
26.50.060, or 26.50.070 may, upon a showing by a 
preponderance of the evidence but not by clear and convincing 
evidence, that a party has: Used, displayed, ~r threatened to 
use a firearm or other dangerous weapon in a ~elony, or 
previously committed any offense that ma~e~ him or her 
ineligible to possess a pistol under the prov1s1ons of RCW 
9.41 .040: 

(a) Require the party to surrender any firearm or other 
dangerous weapon; . 

{b) Require the party to surrender a concealed pistol 
license issued under RCW 9.41 .070; 

(c) Requjre the party to surregder any handgun safety 
license issued under section 8 of this act 

£.dl Prohibit the party from obtaining or possessing a 
firearm or other dangerous weapon; 

( ("tdt)) .£el Prohibit the party from obtaining or possessing 
a concealed pistol license;,,,,Q[, 

CO Prohibit the party from obtaining or possessjng a 
handgun safety license. 

(3) The court may order temporary surrender of a firear'"!) 
or other dangerous weapon without notice to the other party 1f 
it finds, on the basis of the moving_ affidavit o~ othe_r evidenc~. 
that irreparable injury cou ld result 1f an order 1s not issued until 
the time for response has elapsed. . 

(4) In addition to the provisions of subsections~~), (2), and 
(3) of this section, the court may enter an <!der requ1n~g a p~rty 
to comply with the provisions 1n subsection (1) ofth1s section 
if it finds that the possession of a firearm or other dangerous 
weapon by any party presents a serious and imminent threat 
to public health or safety, or to the hea lth or safety of any 
indiv idual. 

(5) The requirements <:>f sub~ections (1 ), (2), and (4) of 
th is section may be for a period of time less than the duration 
of the order. 

(6) The court may require the party to surrender any 
firearm or other dangerous weapon in ~is or her \mmed\ate 
possession or control or subject ~o his or her 1mmed1~te 
possession or control to ~e shenff o~ the cour:ity having 
jurisdiction of the proceeding, the chief o~ police <;>f_ the 
municipality having jurisdiction, or to the restrained or enJ01ned 
party's counsel or to any person designated by the court. 

NEW SECTION. Sec. 23. This act is necessary for the 
immediate preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, 
or support of the state govemmen~ and its existing public 
institutions, and takes effect immediately, except sections 3 
through 6 of this act take effect January 1, 1999. 

NEW SECTION. Sec. 24. Th is chapter may be known 
and c ited as the Handgun Safety Act. 

NEW SECTION. Sec. 25. Sections 2 through 16 and 
24 of this act constitute a new chapter in T itle 9 RCW. 

NEW SECTION. Sec. 26. If any provision of this act or 
its application to any person or circ_um~tance is held !n_valid , 
the remainder of the act or the application of the prov1s1on to 
other persons or c ircumstances is not affected. 

_.I::::.\ COMPLETE TEXT OF 
\:::,J Initiative Measure 677 

AN ACT Relating to prohibiting u~fa ir employn:1~nt 
practices on the basis of sexual orientation; not requ1r!ng 
partner benefits or preferential treatm~nt and e><:empt1ng 
religious organizations and small busin~ss; adding . new 
sections to chapter 49.60 RCW; and creating new sections. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF 
WASHINGTON: 

NEW SECTION. Sec.1. SHORT TITLE. Th is Act may 
be known and cited as the Employment NonDiscrimination Act 
of Washington . 

NEWSECTION. Sec.2. FINDINGS. ThePeopleofthe 
State of Wash ington find that: 

( 1) Under Washington state and federal statutes, people 
are not currently protected from employment discrimination 
based on sexual orientation; and 

(2) Because a person's sexual orientation bears no 
relationship to one's quali fications ~r ability to perfor,:n o~e·s 
job, employers, employment agencies, or l~_bororgarnzations 
should not base employment opportunities, employment 
decisions or union membership or membership priv ileges on 
a person's sexua l orientation. 

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. UNFAIR PRACTICES 
PROHIBITED. 

(1) It is a prohibited unfair practice for an employ~r. 
employment agency or labor organization, in_ c_onnection with 
employment opportunities, employment dec1~1ons, mer:nber
ship or membersh ip privileges, to discriminate aga inst a 
pers'on on the basis of sexual orientation. 

(2) It is a prohibited unfair practice for an employer, 
employment agency, l~bor orga~ization, ~r person to 
interfere w ith any person 1n the exercise of any_nght pr~tected 
by this act or to discharge, expel, or otherwise reta liate or 
discriminate against a person because h~ or s~e oppo~ed 
any practice proh ibited by this act or assisted in an action 
brought under it. 

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. PARTNER BENEFITS OR 
PREFERENTIAL TREATMENT NOT REQUIRED-REGULA
TION OF WORKPLACE CONDUCT NOT PROHIBITED. 

(1) Noth ing in th is act requ ires an employer, 
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