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Note: The ballot ·title and explanatory statement were written by the 
Attorney General as required by law and amended by the court. 
The complete text of Initiative Measure 177 begins on page 33. 

~ .. , ,,.. ·~ ,··' 

Statement for 

Choose Charters 
Charter schools are independent -public -schools. 

Charters involve parents by offering a choice of schools · 
with saf~ environment$, clear e:xpectations, outstanding 
teac_hers, and high ac_ademic standards. Parents choose 
what works pest for their children. 

J _ BEITER PUBLIC SCHOOLS WITHOUT HI_GHER TAXES! , 

·charter schools don't require new taxes. Instead, 
i cfJarters comp:ete for existing taxes, including "special 
•- needs" funds, and are paid only after students enroll. 
· Charters eliminate for9ed busing, reducing transportation 

costs. Taxes "follow the children" putting education 
dollars where they belong - the classroorn. 

1-177 GIVES LOCAL VOTERS A CHOICE! '."'·: .. ,,· .· .· , . . 

f-177 lets voters in each local community chooseto 
':' authorize charter schools if - and only if - voters 
; want to. No community must authorize charter schools 
; and nobody must attend one. The "education establishment" 
· do-esn't trust you to choose for yourself. 

25 STATES ALREADY AUTHORIZE CHARTER 
SCHOOLS. 1-177 LETS YOU CHOOSE! 

c• .' '· 

300 charter schools already serve 60,000 children in 25 
states! Recent studies prove that charters work, 
especially for low-iqc:qme, minority, and special needs 

1

ch_ildren. All heaJth, safety, civil rights, and basic education 
, , 

standards apply. 

Official Ballot TiUe: 
Shall voters be authorized to create 
"renewed" school districts where nonprofit 
organizations may operate publicly-funded 
"independent" public schools with parental 
.choice. and revised state regulation? 

The law as it now exists: 
Our state Constitution imposes upon the state the 

paramount duty of making ample provision for the education 
of all resident'children. This duty has been implemented by 
the Legislature through the creation of our current public 
school system. · -

Certain educational standards are set by the Legislature, 
the Superintendent of Public Instruction, and the State 

VOTE YES: FOR TRUE ACCOUNTABILITY 
IN PUBLIC EDUCATION 

/-177 gives families the power to take control of their 
children's education. Today, special interests_ control. 
$5,000,000,000 of your taxes every year with no, rear 
accountabHity. There are no rewards for excellence and-no 
consequences for failure. It's time for another choice in 
public education. Please vote yes for 1-177. 

For more information, call (206) 789-8776. Internet: 
http://www.telepo~.com/-jspady/education/ 

Rebuttal of Statement against 
The opposition is trying _ to scare you. Don't be_ 

fooled! look at the evidence! As the Boston Globe 
reported on 7/16/96, Massachusetts' charterschools "are 
serving a higher percentage of low-income, bilingual and 

· minority children than traditional public schools." "It's a 
high~quality education, with high expectations and high 
academic standards." Health and safety requirements.are 
notchariged by 1-177. Washington's families deserve 
another choice in public education, not higher !"axes. 
Please vote yEls for 1-177! 

Voters.Pamphlet Statement Prepared! by: 
FAWN & JIM SPADY, parents, small business owners, co
founders: The Education Excellence Coalition; campaign 
co-chairs: 1-177: The Charter School · initiative; BEN 
EDLUND, lifelong educator and former superintendent, 
Moses Lake Schools. · 

Advisory Committee: DON JAMES, educator, grandparent, 
and former head coach, UW Huskies; DOUG WHEELER, 
principal, low-cost private scho9I serving low-income Seattle 
children; GIGI TALCOTT, educator, grandparent, and 
state representative; JIM ·SAWATZKI, parent, teacher, 
founder _:_ Washington Educators for Charter Schools; 
HARVEY DRAKE, parent, low-income and minority 
community advocate, South Seattle. -

14 The Office of-the Secretary of State is not authorized to.edit statements, nor is it responsible for their contents. 



Boi:ird of Educa:tion. In addition the Legislature delegates 
to\locally elected school district boards the responsibility for 
ailschools within their geographic district. These school 
boards must comply with the above state-wide standards 
~µt they select the number, size, and location of school 
buildings, teachers; staff, curriculum and textbooks. 
·· The scho_ol district has discretion to determine where a 
student attends school though students may be home
schooled or enrolled in private school. Most districts assign 
students to schools on a geographic basis but may also. 
offer students some choice of school within the district 

· Many districts offer special programs that ar~ available t6 
students on a non-geographical basis. Occasionally; if 
agreed to by both districts, a student may attend school in 
another district. 

Currently public schools are formed by the locc;1.I school 
board and can not be formed nor operated by any other 
entity. Private schools can be formed by private· 
organizati,ons and they are subject to certain, but not all, 
regulations that apply to public schools. Generally these' 
private school regulations are to ensure health, safety and 
basic education reqlslirements. - · · 

Statement against 

1-177 is a dangerousthreatto public sch.oolsthattaxpayers 
;,cannot afford. It will harm neighborhood schools and the 
•·· kids who attend them. And it will hurt· taxpayers, taking 
away your right to control how tax dollars are spent. 
1"' 1~177 puts students, schools and taxpayers at risk. 

• 1-177 lowers academic standards. . 
· ~ l-177takes tax doliars from neighborhood public schools 
and spends tliem on privately-run "independent" schools. 

• 1-177 eliminates your ability to know howyourtaxes are. 
spent. · · 

The state provides no funding for schools owried b( 
operated by private entities although public schools or 
agencies may in limited circumstances contract for.the 
services of a private school, such as contracts for special' 
education or other special programs. , 

In 1993, the Legislature amended the Basic Education Act. 
The new law's goal is to improve student achievement by 
focusing more on educational performance of students and , 
providing more flexibility for school boards and educators. , 
The 1993 law creates the Commission'On·Student Learning : 
to establish bench-marks of essential learning requirements 
that all public school students need to be ·able'to know and 
to do. To the greatest extent possible decisions regarding ·: 
instruction are to be made by schools and school districts · 
and not by the State. In addition the Commission is to 
recommend to the Legislature by June 1, 1999, a state
wide accountability systemto monitor the level of learning 

· occurring in individual schools and school districts. 
Thereafter, adjustments such as assistance, intervention 
or incentives to schools or districts will be made in response .··•. 
to this performance-based accountability report. ·" · 

(continued on page 17) 

involvement, less regulation and high academic··' 
standards - for a// students. 

But 1-177 won't improve public schools. It lowers 
standards, weakens student safety protections and 
eliminates accountability to taxpayeri-~:~--: · · .. ·. , '. 

We cannot abandon our neighborhoo'cfscfiools in favor:of 
this radical, untested initiative. Vote no on b177. 

For more information, call {206) 720-6216. Internet: 
http://www.nwlink.com/-no173177 

Rebuttal of Statement for 
The "pro 1-177" statement is misre~ding and just plaTn 

wrong. 
1-177 PUTS STUDENTS AT RISK. 1-177 will force taxpayers to spend mHlions of doUars•on· 

1-177 lowers standards. It exempts teachers and students privately-run schools, without basic accountability for the 
in privately-run "ind!:lpendent" schools from high academic money ,or real standards ?f achievement for th~ students .. 
standards, teacher certification requirements and employee.·. 1-177 s patchwork of privately-run schools '."'rll only lea_d 
background checks (applicable to public schbols) thaf ···' to more .bureaucr?-c.y, more_ overhe~d;·-and higher taxes; :· 
protect students from criminals and sexual predators. 1-177 is poorly written and confusing. . . 

· ·· · Choose higher academic standards, lower taxes, and 
1-177 PUTS SCHOOLS AT RISK. real accountability. Vote no on 1-177: 

1-177 lets privately-run "independent" schools take tax 
dollars from your neighborhood school. It imposes costly 
new burdens on nei,ghborhood schools. Your schoo\ 'l{j)I 
pay·the price for this experiment. -~::~·:) 

1-177 PUTS TAXPAYERS AT RISK. 
' ' '.' .:,.'\ 

1-177.slams the door shut on taxpayer$ who demand;:,,-
accountability for sc.hool spending.· Elected school board~
ar13 shutout. Private boards alone make spending decisions, 
without taxpayer knowledge. · 

1-177 ISN'T THE ANSWER. 

. ,irf> parents, we share the frustration .some. farriHies 
feel· about public schools. _We support more parental 

Voters Pamphlet Statement Prepared by: _ 

BARBARA CASEY, Washington State PT A; ROSEMARY 
McAULIFFE, State Senator, Chair, Senate Education 
Committee; ERIK POULSEN, State Representative, 
Assistant Ranking Democratic Member, House E_ducation 
Committee. ' · · -· ' 

Advisory Committee: ALIC_E STOLZ:, President, League of 
Women Voters of Washington; PAT GRIFFITH, Small 
Business Owner, Horizpn Incentive Sales; HEATHER 
HEBDON, President, Washington Special Education 
Coalition; BILL BRUMSICKLE, State Representative, 
Republican Chair, House Education·-Committee; CAROL 
MOHLER, Vice-President, Washington State PTA .. 

The Office of the Secretary of State is not authorized to edit statements, nor is it responsible for their contents. 15 



INITIATIVE MEASURE 177 . (continued from page 15). 

The effect of Initiative Measure 177, if approved info'· iaw : 

The proposed measure would allow voters in any school districtto convert their district to a "renewed school district." Eµch 
school district would be required to place a ballot before the voters of the district on the earliest possible election day, ofper 
than a day in February, as to whether that public school d.istrict should be converted to a ."renewed school district." Districts 
which did not initially become renewed would always be required to place the question on the ballot every time there is a school 
bond or levy election. Once a school district votes to become a "renewed school district" it may not revert to its former statµs 
except once every six years on the election day closest to anniversary of the original vote a proposition to return to .. a 
conventional school district may be placed on the ballot. . 

In any "renewed school district" a new kind of public school would be authorized. The measure refers to these as 
"independent" public schools to distinguish them from current conventional public schools. If voters converted to a "renewed 
school district" the district might contain conventional schools or the new "independent" schools or both kinds of public schools 
could exist simultaneously. · . . . . \ .. -

Unlike conventional public schools "independent" public schools would be created; owned and operated by licensed, r/on
profit private organizations. Like conventional public schools they are to be non-religious, tuition free, and open to alfstl/deijts 
and would not be allowed to discriminate against any person on the basis of race, religion, ethnicity, national origin, coior, 1:,ex, 
economic status ot disability. "Independent" public schools would then compete for students againsfthe"conventiorial sch'bols 
and other "independent" public schools (as well as agairist private.schools and home-schools). 

Underthe measure all public schools whetherconventiohal or"independent" would be entitled to publicfunds based primarily 
on the number of students served. The "renewed school districts" would allocate the same public funds that school districts 
now allocate by distributing those funds through a certain formula to all conventional and "independent" public schools within 

' the district. · Parents could request to send their children to any public school in or out of the "renewed scho,ol district." Districts 
1 · could restrict parental choice among put;>lic schools only in situation~'involving truancy, expulsions.;,criminal misconduct,.'.or 

other unusual circumstances. Parents would retain the right to home-school or use private schools. _ .. :.., \. , ., 
"Independent" public schools could· set their own admission policies, codes of conduct, and student discipline procedures 

so long as they provided due process and did not discriminate on an unlawful basis and so long as they re.served at least 15 
percent of their openings for low-income students. However, the district would be required to provide·at least one school for 
every student. "Renewed school districts" would provide transportation, when appropriate, for all students attending public 
schools whether conventional or "indepe'ndent." 

Any public school within a "renewed school district" could convert to an "independent" public school by written permission 
signed by either two-thirds of the families whose children attend the school or by a petition of a majority offamilies and a majority 
of the school's .full-time teaehers. - · · 

"Independent" public schools would be exempt from the provisions of ihe 1993 amendments to; the Basic Edt.ication:Act · 
explained above. Instead they wouldbe required to meet all of the requirements for operating an approved private school that 
were in effect on December 31, 1994. Each "jndepend~;mt" school would be required to obtain an._annual license. from the 
"renewed school district," which could be denied only for reasonable cause. ; 

"lndepende.nt" public schools would be free to choose their own teachers and staff and pay them differently than the teachers 
and staff a.re paid at the conventional schools within the district. Such schools would not be boundby,,a.ny,collective barga.ining 
agreement entered into by the "renewed school district" although each school's employees could elect to be represeritedrby 
a union or elect no union. · . . , · . ~ · ,, :,': .. · 

In "renewed school districts" both conventional and "independent" public schools must disclose their monthly enrollment, 
openings, attendarice, written complaints, and make annual reports on such _matters as financial performance, studenqur_n
over, and the average test scores 9ttained by its students. A "renewed school district" would be requirep to identify the proposed 

. uses of all new taxes ·before tax levy or bond elections and then spend the taxes as pror:nised, · · · · 
"Renewed school districts" would be required to rent any surplus property to "independent" public schools upon their request 

and at fair market value unless the school primarily serves low-income or special needs students iri which case rent could be 
less than fair market value. The net proceeds from the rental or sale of surplus property may be used only to encourage 
"independent" public schools to provide services to low-income students. · 

Under the measure all public schools within· a "reriewe~·school district" would be subject to the Consumer Protection Act, 
chapter 19.86 RCW: Any person injured by an urifaifordeceptive act or practice in connection with'a:public school would be 
entitled to all remedies'such as ~riple damages, costs and attorney fees." ·. · ·. · · · ·• · 

The Office of the Secretary of State is not authorized to edit statements, nor is it responsible for their contents. 



COMPLETE TEXT OF 
Initiative Measure 173 (cont.) 

f{)inue and transfer their pension and health care programs on 
! ::the same terms as other similarly situated participants em
!/\ ployed by their school district as long as .they remain fn the 
!:(·employ of any such school. ' · · ·· 
I{ 

i NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. STATE SCHOOL CHOICE. 
: 'Governing boards of school districts shall establish a mecha-

nism consistent with federal law to allocate enrollment capacity 
!'.>:'.based primarily on student choice. Any state school that 
\chooses not. to redeem scholarship vouchers shall, after 
., district enrollment assignments based primarily on student 
;' choice are complete, open its remaining enrollment capacity 
:)to children regardless of residence. For fiscal purposes, 
< children shall be deemed residents of the school districHn 
(~·which they are enrolled. 

I !_·~, 

1·.:·-

i ... 
! ':' NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. IMPLEMENTATION. No later 1.-,-
t ?~than May 31, 1997, the legislature shall enact legislation 
~. . 

I
! \"which implements this chapter and bring this title into compli-
,1, 'ance with the purposes and pr~)Visions of this chapter. The 
\?legislature shall enact legislation which clearly defines the 
i, :.meaning of "sectarian control or influence" for the purposes 
!: of this chapter. The provisions of this act are to be liberally 
}'!construed to effectuate the policies and purposes of this act. 

:~In · the event of conflict between this act and any other 
?provision of law, the provisior)s of this act shall govern. · 
.,,-,_., 

~ . 

'}' NEW SECTION. Sec. 9. HOME-BASED EDUCATION. 
/ .. Nothing in this chapter affects the laws and rules in existence .. 
.. on the effective date of this section pertaining to home-based 
,?instruction, including chapter 28A.200 RCW. 
-~·:· ' 

/0 NEW SECTION. Sec.10. LIMITATION OF ACTIONS. 
}Any action or proceeding contesting the validity of (1) this 
';\chapter, (2) any provision of this chapter, or (3) ttie adoption 
::·of th.is chapter,.shall be commenced within six months from 

_:the date of the election at which this chapter is approv~d; 
"/otherwise this chapter and all of its provisions shall be held 
;}valid, legal, and incontestable. However, this limitation i;;h"a.11 · 
}_not of itself preclude an action or proceeding to challenge the 
·:\application of this chapter or any bf its provisions to a 
'·particular person or circumstance. · · 

·/':NEW SECTION. Sec.11. CAPTIONS NOT LAW. Cap
}tions as used in this chapter do not constitute ariy part of the 

- 1aw. 

- ., .: ;: . ' : ~·/; 

NEW SECTION. Sec .. 12. Sections 1 throug~:jt~cifJh,is ~~t 
shall constitute a new chapter in Title 28A RCW. ·· -· · 

NEW SECTION. Sec.' 13. SEVEHABILITY. If ariy ptbvi
sion of this act or its application to any person or circumstance 
is held invalid,' the remaindernf the act or the application of 
the provision to other persons or circumstances is n,ot. af
fected. 

COMPLETE TEXT OF 
Initiative Measure 177 

AN ACT Relating to education; adding a new chapter to . . 
. Title ;28A RCW; creating a new section; and prescribing 
- penalties. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF 
WASHINGTON: 

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. PURPOSE. The People ~ave 
proposed and enacted this initiative to restore accountability, 
effici.ency, and parental choice to public education. ,The 

·-current public school system has lost its academic focus, 
become excessively bureaucratic; and abridged the r!sJ~ts. of 
parents and taxpayers. Accordingly, the People ha:ve chosen 
to use the initiative process to restore excellence to pul;-fic 
education by returning power to parents and our communi-
ties: ' . ' ' ,,,, 
f'.,, 

: NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. SHORTTITLE. Chapt~r ..... , ,Laws 
'8(1995 (this act) shall be known as'frie 

0

Educatiori"Excellence 
Act. . -. ·"· 

/ 

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. 'DEFINl,:10NS. Unless the context 
clearly requires otherwise, the definitions in this section apply· 
throughout this chapter. 

(1) "Renewed public school district" means any public 
school district whose voters have voted to adopt the optional 
public education- reforms authorized by this chapter. 

(2) "Public schools" means bbth government-ope~ated 
public schools and independent public schools. · · · · 

(3) "Parent" and "parents" means that person or those 
persons who have legal custody of a child, including with.out 

· limitation, .a court-appointed guardian. · 
(4) "Certificated teacher" means any person wh6 is cer- . 

tificated by_ the state board of education, under provisions· 

·-. The above text is a.n exact reproduction of the text submitted by tlie sponsor. The Office of the Secretary of State has no editorial autholity'3
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COMPLETE TEXT OF 
Initiative Measure 177 (cont.) 

WP ttt MIER¥ i5Ml!llk&iM#W4#Mi¥ ilf:B 

adopted by the legislature, as qualified to teach at any 
publicly funded school in Washington, whether or not the 
person may also be' an administrator. 

(5) "Low-income students" means those students who 
qualify for assistance under a federally subsidized school 
meal program or who· live in families whose most recent 
calendar year adjusted gross income was less than one 
hundred fifty percent of the federal poverty line, or who have 
met either criteria during any of the prior two years. 

(6) "Special needs students" means those students who 
qualify_ as such under state and/or federal definitions for 
handicapped or learning assistance programs. 

(7) "Independent public school" means a non-profit or
ganization that has obtained a license to operate a public 
school in a renewed public school district in accordance with 
section 6(6) of this act. 

(8) "Government-operated public school" means any 
public school that is managed by a public school district or a 
renewed public school district. 

(9) "Reasonable monthly rent" means a monthly rent that 
does not exceed fair market value; i.e., the rent that would be 
charged in a free market to rent substantially similar property, 
without reference to replacement cost. 

(10) "Below-market monthly rent" means a monthly rent 
that is more than 10% below fair market value. · 

NEW SECTION. Sec'. 4. ELIMINATION OF UNNECES
SARY BUREAUCRACY IN RENEWED PUBLIC SCHOOL 
DISTRICTS THROUGH REDUCED REGULATIONS, IN
CREASED ACCOUNT ABl~ITY AND PARENTAL CHOICE. 

(1) CREATION OF INDEPENDENT PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 
At any time on or before August 1st of each yElar, non-profit 
organizations may obtain licenses to open and operate new 
independent public ·schools in any renewed public school 
district, b~ginning with the first day of the next school year. · 

(2) REDUCED REGULATIONS. All independent public 
schools shall be exempt from all laws and rules except those 
that applied to approved private schools. on December 31, 
1994 or those that are specifically authorized by this chapter. 
Exceptforthe payment of a reasonable processing fee, which 
shall r,ot exceed two percent of the funds redistributed to an 
independent public school, and the payment of a reasonable 
monthly rent for any real and personal property owned by a 
renewed public school district and used by an independent. 
public school, an independent public school shall not be 

'"'fl@ e M i ::. 
required to pay for any services received from. the dJ~t-ri~t' 
unless it specifically agrees to do so in writing. Similar!~, 
except for providing transportation services in appropriatr 
circumstances, a renewed public school district is not rt 
quired to provide any services to any independent publ1~ 
school unless the school specifically agrees in writing to pa} 
for the services. Each independent public school may 
contract for services with its renewed public school district o'.r 
with any other willing provider. I 

(3) INCREASED ACCOUNTABILITY . . All independenf 
public schools shall be schools of choice: Students will 
usually attend only if their parents choose the school. Eac~ ; 
independent public school shall receive public funding base1 
on the number and special needs sta~us of the studen'.f 
attending the school. In general, an independent pubh~ 
school shall receive more public funding as· its enrollment ,, 
increases and/or as its enrollment of special needs student : 
increases'. Similarly, an independent public school shal I ', 

· receive less public funding_as its enrollment decreases, and/: 
or as its enrollment of special needs ~tudent~ decr:ases. Arr : 
independent public school shall receive public funding only tcp , 
the extent that parents choose to enroll their children at th{~ · 
school and educational services are actually provided. Any . 
independent public school that does not have sufficienlt 
space to enroll all of the children seeking admission to th!9 ' 
school may expand its operations immediately, either at it:s 
current site or at one or more additional sites. I ·· 

(4) PARENTAL CHOICE. . I 
(a) PARENTS' RIGHT TO CHOOS.E THE BES"t 

SCHOOL FOR THEIR CHILDREN. A parent who wants t, 
send his or her· school-age child to a public sch_ool in i . 

renewed public school district may choose any public schocrl 
with an opening in the district, or any other district, whetherr 
the school is a government-operated public school or a(n 
independent public school. In addition, a parent may wit~

draw his or her school-age child at any time from an~ 
government-operated public school or independent public 
school as long as he or she has already made alternativ 
arrangements approved under state law. . 
. (b) DISTRICT CHOOSES FOR PARENTS WH<~ 
DO NOT CHOOSE. If the parents of a school-age child fa ii 
to make a school choice before June 15th, the district sha II 
assign the child to the public school that the district dete -
mines would provide the best educational ~nvironment fc r 
the child. 

(c) AUTHORIZED LIMITATIONS ON PARENTAL 
CHOICE. The superintendent of a renewed public. scho~I 
district may, by sending a letter via certified ·mail, return 
receipt requested, limit a parent's choice to one or more oft e 
public schools within the renewed public school district, b 1 
only in the following situations: . / 

. . . 
- · The above text is an exact reproduction of the text submitted by the sponsor. The Office of the Secretary of State has no editorial authority. 
~ . . 



COMPLETE TEXT OF 
1n·itiative Measure 177 (cont.) 

.. . (i) Truancy and Expulsions. With respect 
to any student who has been expelled from a public school, 
or who has been absent from school without a reasonable 
excuse for more than five days during the school year, 
parental choice may be limited with res,Pect to the bJalan9e of 
the school year only. · 
< (ii) Excessive School Changes. With re
.s.pect to any studentwho has changed public schools more 
'than twice in any one school year without a change of 
. residence, parental choice may be limited with respect to the 
,balance of the school year only. · 

(iii) Criminal Misconduct. With respect to 
. any student who has been convicted in any jurisdiction of 
9.riminal misconduct constituting a gross misdemeanor or a 
felony, parental choice may be limited indefinitely. 

(iv) Extraordinary Situations. In extraor
):lin.ary situations, the superintendent of a renewed school 
:public school district may petition a court of competent 

''jbrisdiction to ·appoint a guardian solely for the purpose of 
· . selecting among the public schools in a renewed public 
: :sdhool district. In such a proceeding, the superintendent shall 
: }have the burden 'of proving, with clear and convincing evi
' 'ctence, that.the petition is in the best interests of the child 
i'~vo lved. · 

;, (d) UNAUTHORIZED LIMITATIONS ON PAREN-
,)J'~L CHOICE. No contract may directly or indirectly limit a 
. ;p~rent's right to choose the public school within a renewed 
:public school district that the parent believes is the best public 
school for his or her child. The part of any contract that 
\liolates this section, including any no-comp!:;!tition covenant · 

/Jr}any employment contractbetween a teacher and a public. 
\· school, is unenforceable. · 

.NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. RIGHT.OF THE PARENTS AND 
JEACHERS AT ANY GOVERNMENT-OPERATED PUB
LIC SCHOOL TO CONVERT THEIR SCHOOL TO AN 

lNDEPENDENT PUBLIC SCHOOL. 
<i)p_) MAJORITY '. SUPPORT . RE!JUIRED. A. 
gov~rnment-operated public school located in a renewed public 

· sc:hQol district shall convert to an independent public school 
JLeither: · ·· 
. ::'_, (a) At least two-thirds of the families whose children 
~attend the school sign a written petition to convert the school; 

(b) A majority of the families and a·majority of the 

teachers employed full time at the school.sign·such a. Retitioh. 
(2) CONSENT MAY BE REVOKED AT ANY TIME:BE

FORE A PETITION IS FILED. In two-parent families, ,either 
parent may sign on behalf of .the family unless the.other 
parent delivers a written and signed notice to the independent 
public school before the petition is filed with the renewed 
public school district and the superintendent of public instruc
tion. Similarly, a parent or teacher may, in the same manner, 
withdraw his or her support for a petition at any time before it 
is filed with the renewed public school district and the super-
intendent of public instruction. _ 

(3) ARBITRATION OF DISPUTES. Any challenge to a 
petition, including a challenge asserting a lack of sufficient 
support among a school's parents.and/or teachers, shall be 
resolved by binding arbitration in accordance with section 21 . 
of this act. 

(4) CONVERSION PROCESS. The petition shall identify 
the existing or proposed independent public school that has 
accepted responsibility for managing the school site after the 
conversion, as well as the date the conversion shall take 
place. An independent public school created in this manner 
may continue to rent, at a reasonable monthly rate, the same 
school s.ite and/or related facilities, previously used by'the 

· government-operated public schooL The renewed public 
school district shall not discontinue the rental arrangement as 
long as the independent public school agrees to and doespay 

· a reasonable rent in a timely manner. Alternatively, the newly 
created independent public school may rent, lease, or pur-· 
chase classroom or school facilities elsewhere in the district 
from any other willing provider. -

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. REQUIREMENTS, FOR .INDE
PENDENT PUBLIC SCHOOLS.Jndependent p·ublic schools .. 
shallrneet all of the following requirements: 

(1) INDEPENDENT PUBLIC SCHOOLS SHALL BE 
NON-PROFIT-ORGANIZATIONSi Every independent pub
lic school shall be a non-profit organization, including but not 
limited to non-profit' corporations created in accordance with 
Title 24 RCW. The names and work addresses of all officers, 
principals, and board members of independent public schools 
shall be a,matter of public record. 

(2) INDEPENDENT PUBLIC SCHOOLS SHALL PRE
PARE. EDUCATION ACHIEVEMENT PLANS FOR EACH 
STUDENT. An independent public school may receive public 
funding only for those students enrolled fo(whorh an educa
tion achievement plan has been completed. Every request 
for public funding filed by an independent public school·shall 
include a certific<?-tion by the. independent public school that 
it has a completed education achievement. plan on file for 
each student listed. For purposes of this section, an educa
tion achievement plan shall be deemed completed if it is in 

. ·The above text is an exact reproduction of the text submitted by the sponsor. The Office of the Secretary of State has no e.ditorial authority. 
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writing and signed by the classroom teacher, the principal, 
and at least one of the student's parents. Every parent shall 
receive a fully signed copy of his or her student's education 
achievement plan each time it is prepared or formally re
viewed, regardless of whether it is revised. In September, 
January, and June, !:!ach student's education achievement 
plan shall be prepared or formally reviewed and signed by the 
classroom teac!;ier, the principal, and at least one of the 
student's parents. 

(3) INDEPENDENT PUBLIC SCHOOLS SHALL EMPLOY 
CERTIFICATED TEACHERS. All independent public schools 
shall comply with the requirements for "approved" private 
schools that were in force on December 31, 1994, with 
respect to the number of teachers employed by the school 
whc{ must be certificated teachers. 

(4) INDEPENDENT PUBLIC SCHOOLS SHALL MEET 
ALL OF THE REQUIREMENTS FOR OPERATING AN 
APPROVED PRIVATE SCHOOL THATWERE IN FORCE 
ON 1·2/31/94. All independent public schools shall meet all of 
thernquirements fm operating an approved private school 
that were in force on December 31, 1994. 

(5) INDEPENDENT PUBLIC SCHOOLS SHALL NOT BE 
REQUIREO TO IMPLEMENT "PERFORMANCE-BASED" 
EDUCATION UNDER HB-1209. The timelines and require-· 
rnents of chapter 336, Laws of_ 1993, also known as "House 
Bill No. 1209" shall be optional for independent public schools, 
jus\ as they are optional fqr private schools ahd home-based 
instruction. 
·-·(6).INDEPENDENT PUBLIC SCHOOLS SHALL OBTAIN 
AUCENSE TO OPERATE EACH YEAR. 

{a) GEN!=RAL RULES. All independerit public 
schools shall be licensed. To obtain an independent public 
schoollicense, a non-profit organization shall file a license 
application with each renewed public school district in which 
it intends to operate no later than the August 1st before its first 

· year of operation in the district, and file an application for 
lic~nse. renewal during June or July of each subsequent year. · 
All such applications shall include a copy of the applicant's 
. n6,n.-pr,ofit certificate, _articles of incorporation (if any) and 
bylaws, and a brochure, pamphlet or handout that incl.udes 
the following information, if the information is reasonably 
. available: 

(i) T_he names, addresses, and telephone 
nuinbers of the applicant, its principal, and each member of 
its board of directors; 

(ii) The scope, sequence, and benchmarks 

; tatNI/UD,f MME 
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of the applicant's academic program or proposed progra~; ' 
· (iii) For renewal appllcations, if test s'bore 

information .is available, the average student test scores from 
the latest state-wide, objective, normed tests, and the aver
age annual improvement in same-student,test scores; 

(iv) The names and qualifications of its cur
rent teachers and staff; 

(v) Any affi.liations with other institutions, 
public or private; 

(vi) The applicant's expectations about stu.- · 
dent performance and behavior, including a copy of its 
current or proposed code of_ conduct; 

(vii) Any problems known to the applicant's 
principal and board members that could have a substantial 
negative impact on the health or safety of its students; 

(viii) The amount and kinds of coverage 
provided bythe applicant's liability insurance policy, including 
the name and phone number of the insurance company, the . 
policy number, and its renewal date; and 

(ix) A description of each existing or pro- . 
posed school site. 

(b) PROCEDURES,FOB DENYING A LICENSE 
APPUCATION. The renewed public school· district shall 
approve or deny each application within fourteen days of its 
receipt and promptly forward approved applications to the 
superintendent of public instruction who shall promptly issue 
the license. No application may be denied unless the 
renewed public school district notifies the applicant in writing 
of specific substantial objections based upon a prepender-.· 
.ance of the credible evidence that the applicant does not 
satisfy one or more of the specific requirements for an 
independent public school as set forth in this chapter, and 
unless the applicant is provided with a reasonable opportu
nity to cure the objections noted. License application denials 
may be appealed to the superintendent of public instruction 
orto an arbitrator appointed pursuant to section 21 of this act. 

(c) PROCEDURES FOR REVOKI.NG · AN AP· 
PROVED LICENSE. Once an independent public school's 
initial appiication has been approved, its status as an inde-. 
pendent public school shall not be revoked except upon proof 
of a substantial violation of the independent public school 
requirements after notice and an opportunity to cure or, if 
nec,essary, defend . 

NEW SECTION~ Sec. 7. STUDENT DISCIPLINE AT 
INDEPENDENT PUBUC SCHOOLS. 

(1) GENERAL AUTHORITY OF PRINCIPALS AND 
BOARDS OF DIRECTORS. Every independent public school 
shall promptly notify the superintendent of its renewed public 
school district of the names of its principal an.ct board of 
directors. The principal· is the person at the independent 
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.puplic school with day-to-day responsib!lity for school man
agement, while the board of directors has ultimate manage

. ment authority, including the authority to hire and fire the 
.principal. 

(2) CODE OF CONDUCT AND STUDENT DISCIPLINE. 
Each independent public school shall establish a code of 
conduct by providing a written copy to all enrolled students 
arid student applicants, their parents, and the superintendent 
. of the renewed public school district. Once a code of conduct 

·. has been established, the principal may discipline, suspend, 
pr, for serious or habitual misconduct related to the school, 
expel any student upon giving a written notice and explana-

. )ion to the student's parents and otherwise providing due 
process. Copies of all notices related to·the suspension or 
expulsion of a student shall be sent to the superintendent of 
.the renewed public school district, who shall not publicly 
.idisclose the identity of the student involved unless required 
to do so by court order or unless the violation included the use 

1 of"'a gun, knife or similar weapon. 

.. ·. . . 

-NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. EMPLOYME-NT,OF STAFF AT 
. l!\IDEPENDENT PU.BLIC SCHOOLS. An independent pub
Jic school shall be lndependent of the renewed public school 
· district for purposes of employment of .teachers and other· 
~ta,ff. Although the employees of an independent public. 
,!,qhool are free to designate a union as their collective 
,bargaining representative in' accordance.,with · federal and 
·state law, any collective bargaining agrel\!rnent negotiated by 
a renewed public school district with. respect to its. 
government-operated public schools .sh.a,ll not apply to an,y 

Independent public $Chools located with111 the district Like 
;/ahy other non-profit organization, an independent public 
jchool may hire, fire and compensate its employees, consult
' ~nts, and other service providers as it deems appropriate, 
.subject to all relevant laws and rules, including those relating 
· tocollecti~e bargaining wheh employeJs have chosen to be 
. represented by a union. 

-NEW SECTION. Sec. 9. LOCAL VOTERS SHALL HAVE 
JtiE OPTION TO RENEW THEI.R PUBLIC SCHOOL D~S-
1'.!=HCT THROUGH REDUCED REGULATIONS; IN
CREASED ACCOUNTABILITY, AND PARENT AL CHOICE. 
.'-)t) ST ATE-WIDE, DISTRICT-BY-DISTRICT ELECTIONS. 
Each public school district shall take whatever steps are 

:rie~Elssary to place a ballot question before th.e voters .of the . 

district on the earliest possible election day, other th~i{~,day 
in February, following the date this act takes effect, with'.ttie 
ballot question phrased as follows: c-c,,;c,·· · 

"Shall the ..... public school district be reforniedi''as 
authorized by the Education Excellence Act?" 

(2) EFFECT OF "YES"VOTE !NA PARTICULAR SCHOOL 
DISTRICT. If a majority of those voting in any public :::;9hool 
district vote "yes", to renew the public school district, th_i.s 
chapter shall regulate the renewed public school district UIJtH 
such time, if ever, that a majority of those voUng in. a 
subsequent _district-wide election vote otherwise. WheH1er 
the voters decide to adopt or withdraw from the educat_iori 
reforms authorized by this chapter, the change shall not take 
place until the beginning of the next school year. . 

(3) VOTERS' RIGHT TO CHANGE BACK T()_:A 
NON-RENEWED SCHOOL DISTRICT. Once the voters in a 

, .. : ~ . ' 

public school district have voted to adopt the education . 
reforms ~uthorized by this chapter, the district may not r~'{e,rt 
to its former status except by a vote of its electorate ~eld on 
the election day that is closestto the sixth, twelfth., eighteenth, 
etc. anniversary of the original vote to become a renewed 
public school district. The school board may put the iS$Ue.t9 
the voters at that time in the same rrianner that E). b~cit;.d,rn~y 
ask its voters to approve a bond or levy. · ··--· ·· · -

(4) SCHOOL BOARDS MAY OFFER VOTERS T_HE 
CHOICE TO RENEW 1HE D.ISTRICT AT ANY T.IME .. The 

· school board in every public school district that has not 
adopted the education. reform$ authorized by this chapter 

· may put the issue to its voters again at any time in the,.same 
manner that a. board may ask its voters to approve a bond or 

. levy. 
(~) SCHOOL BOARDS MUST OFFER VOTERS . .TtlE 

CHOICE TO RENEW THE DISTRICT WHENEVEIJ VOT
ERS ARE ASKED TO APPROVE A BOND OR LEVY .. In 
every public school district that has. never bef:ln a renewed 
public school district, the board. shall, whenever it asks its 
voters to approve a bond or levy, also ask its voters again 
whether they want to adopt the education reforms authorized 
by this chapter and thereby convert the district to a renewed 
public school district. 

NEW SECTION. Sec. 10. REQUIREMENTS FOR ALL 
GOVERNMENT-OPERATED AND INDEPENDENT PUB
LIC SCHOOLS WITHIN A RENEWED PUBLIC SCHO,OL 
DISTRICT. All public schools within a renewed public school 
district, whether government-operated or independent, shall 
satisfy all of the following requirements, with monthly reports 
due .bY the 15th of the following month, and annual reports 
due by August 15: 

(1) DISCRIMINATION PROHIBITED. Public schools shall 

,The above text is 'an exact reproduction of the text submitted by the sponsor. The Office of the Secretary of State has no editorial authority. 
37 



COMPLETE TEXT OF 
initiaUve Measure 177 (cont.) 

;J t 

not discriminate against prospective or current students or 
parents based on their race, color, national origin, ethnicity, 
family income, religion, place of residence, or any criteria 
forbidden by federal or state constitutions or laws. Although 
public schools shall not deny admission on the basis of 
gender, they may teach children using single-gender class
rooms. 

(2) HATE GROUPS PROHIBITED. No public school may 
· advocate unlawful behavior or teach hatred of any person or 
group. 

(3) EXTRA TUITION PROHIBITED. No public school may 
require any tuition or fees in excess of the funds provided by 
federal, state, and local taxes. However, public schools may 

· charge reasonable fees for extracurricular programs, includ
ing non-required summer instruction. 

(4) PREFERENCE FOR LOW-INCOME STUDENTS RE
QUIRED. Each public school shall reserve at least fifteen 
percent of its actual enrollment foi low-income students. If 

. timely applicatior:is from ,s·uch students are fewer than the 
places available, all low-income students who apply shall be 
admitfed; if timely applications from low0 income students 
exceed the places available1 th13 school may use any lawful 
criteria to select the low-income students who are offered 
preferred admission. The school board of a renewed public 
school district may increase the minimum lows income prefer
(3nce percentage from fift.een percent to the district's average 

· percentage enrollment of low-income students, but only if the 
standard is applied equally to independent public schools 
and government-operated public schools. Except to the 
extent necessary to satisfy this requirement, no public school 
may consider a student's family income when deciding whether 
to enroll a student.· · 

(5) 'pusuc DISCLOSURE OF OPENINGS' REQUIRED. 
Each public school shall disclose monthly to the renewed 
public school district, as a matter of public record, the r:iumber 
of low income and other students enrolled, the number of 
students on any waiting list, and whether any openings are 
available for new students. Unless more than the required 
niin1.mum percentage of a public school's students are al
ready low-income students, low-income students who are 
already on the school's waiting list shall be given the first 
opportunity to fill any available openings for new students. 

(6) PUBLIC DISCLOSURE OF FI.NAr\lCIAL PERFOR· 
MANCE REQUIRED. Each public school shall disclose 
annually to the renewed public school district, as a matter of 

? AB H ff && Ziiim 

public record, its finar;icial performance during the previous·· 
school year, including all significant categories of revenue 
and expense, and all significant sources and uses of cash. 

(7) PUBLIC DISCLOSURE OF STUDENT TURNOVER 
REQUIRED. Each public school shall disclose annually to 
the renewed public school district, as a matter of public 
record, its student turnover, including the number of students 
atter:iding at the beginning of the school year, the numberwho 
transferred in and out, the number expelled, the number who 
dropped out, and the number who graduated, including the 
gender and ethnic back!;Jround of the students in each cat
egory. 

(8) CONFIDENTIAL DISCLOSURE OF ATTENDANCE 
REQUIRED. Each public school shall disclose monthly, in 
confidence to the renewed public school district, the atten
dance of each child enrolled, and whether each absence was 
excused or unexcused. A brief explanation of all excused 
absences during the current and previous school year shall 
be kept on file by the public school. For 'purposes of this 
section, a child is in attendance if he or she is physically 
present in the classroom, although the superintendent of the 
renewed public school district may grant a waiver of this 
requirement, as appropriate. 

. . ~ 

(9) PUBLIC DISCLOSURE OF WRlTTEN COMPLAINTS 
REQUIRED. Each public school shall disclose monthly to the 
renewed public school district, as amatte·rof public record, all 
written complaints received which were authored by identi
fied parents, students, or others. The public school may also 
disclose its written response to any such complaints. All 
references in the publicly disclosed documents to particula1 
teachers, students, and parents shall be kept confidential 
however, to preserve the privacy of the affected parties 
unless a court of competent jurisdiction orders otherwise. 

(10) PUBLIC DISCLOSURE OF AVERAGE TES1 
SCORES REQUIRED. Subject to the limitation of sectior 
6(5) of this act, the students attending each public schoo 
shall participate in any objective, normed tests required bj 
the legislature and administered state-wide in all schoc 
districts to all students in specific grade or ability levels. T< 
the extent it can be done without compromising the confiden 
tiality of any student's personal scores, each public schoc 
shall disclose pr_omptly, to the renewed public school distric1 
as a matter of public record, the following test results: (a) Thi 
average score for all students tested by age or grade !eve 
and, if availi3.ble, (b) the average annual improvement i 
same-student performance, ·in total, and also by_student age 
gender, and ethnicity. Individual results, including percentil 
performance when available, shall be released only to th 
student's parents. 

(11) NO SIMULTANEOUS ENROLLMENT; POWER Tl 
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IL{coNTRACT FOR SUPPLEMENT AL SERVICES. An indi-
r .•• 
:1;,;,~idual student ~hall only enroll in one public scho_ol at one 
( . ,time. Any public school may, however, contract with one or 
';\more other publi~ schools to provide part of the education 
·:/ services received by its students. 

' ' 

· .. , NEWSECTION. Sec.11. HESPONSIBILITIESOFSCHOOL 
;:.BOARDS AND SUPERINTENDENTS IN·RENEWED PUB-

!:~ UC SCHOOL DISTRICTS. ··, ' C 

! _ ·.. (1) AMPLE PROVISION MUST BE MADE FOR THE 
! . EDUCATION OF EACH CHILD RESIDING IN A RENEWED 
j} -PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT. The superintendent and school 
1 .· board of a renewed public school district shall take every 
' ! ,,reasonable action available to assure that ample provision.is 

· made for the education of every child residing in the district, 
>and that all. constitutional mandates are met. Although a 

· ~ child's parents will usually be in the best position to determine. 
: which particular public school within the district is best for 

!·.·.:··.".:their child, ~~e _superintendent m~y rest~ict parental ch~ice in 
,, those spec1flc1nstances set forth in section 4(4)(c) of this act. 

L, (2) RENEWED PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICTS SHALL 
1. ·.CHOOSE THE BEST SCHOOL FOR EACH CHILD WHOSE I' .PARENTS DON'T CHOOSE. If the parents of a school-age 
, ,\child fail to make a school choice before June 15th, the district 
J:shall assign the child tq the pu_blic school that the district 
1j \ determines would provide the best educational environment 
j ,Aor the child. - .• 
- (3) RENEWED PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICTS SHALL 

ADMINISTER ALL GOVERNMENT-OPERATED PUBLIC 

,.. 

INDEPENDENT PUBLIC SCHOOLS AND USE THE NET 
PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT LOW-INCOME STUDENT,S/Tf a 
renewed public school district ovvns.school facilities that.~re 
vacant or are being used for purposes other than K-12 
education, and if an independent public school offers to rent 
some or all of these facilities .under a standard rental agree
ment at a reasonable monthly rent, the district shall accept 
the offer. If the parties cannot agree on what constitutes a 
"standard rental agreement" or a "reasonable rent" the is'sues 
shall be resolved by arbitration in accordance with section 21 
of this act. The district may not thereafter unilaterally discon
tinue the rental arrangement as long as the independent 
public school agrees to pay and pays a reasonable monthly 
rent in a timely manner. A renewed public school district may . 
accept an offer to pay below-market rent; but only if the 
independent public school promises that at least fifty percent 
of its students will be low-income or special needs students, 
or that it will provide certain specified additional services fo 
these students. in exchange for a lower rent.· The net 
proceeds from all such rentals (after deducting the district's 
costs of maintaining the property rented) shall be deposited 
in a restricted account controlled by :the renewed' public 
school district, but that may be used solely by the district'to 

. provide additional incentives ,for independent public schools 
to locate or continue operating.in neighborhoods popul~ted 
primarily by low-income students. Districts that do not .have 
any neighborhoods populated primarily by low-income stu
dents shall use the money to provide additional incentives for 
independent public schools to provide additional services to 
low-income students. 

(6) RENEWED PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICTS MAY SELL 
SURPLUS SCHOOL PROPERTY FOR USE AS SITES FOR 

· · INDEPENDENT PUBLIC SCHOOLS AND USE THE NET 
PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT· LOW-INCOME STUDENTS. 

':SCHOOLS IN--THE DISTRICT. Renewed public sehool Beginning with the initial school year and for a period of ten 
J, .;districts shall continue to administer. all ot' .ttie years thereafter, a. renewed public school district that owns 
f:,·government-~perated public schools in the district. . school facilities that are vacant or are being used for pur~ 
I ~::,. (4) RENEWED PUB UC SCHOOL DISTRICTS . MAY poses other than K-12 education may sell the property to any 
] ;.CONSTRUCT NEW FACILITIES AND SELLEDUCATION~ interested buyer but only on condition thaUhe new owner and 
1 · :RELATED SERVICES. Renewed public school districts may its heirs and assigns forever agree to use the property solely· 
1· :continue to own, purchase, and construct schools and other. as the location for one or more independent public schools as 
, . education-related facilities for use by government-'operated long as the district remains a renewed public school district. 
i public. schools or for· purposes of selling or renting thesE:l The net proceeds from any such sale shall be deposited into 
f ·Jacilities,atreasonableprices,.toindependentpublicschools. the restricted account deScribed in subsection (5) of this 
f 
. ;In addition, renewed public school districts may, in conipeti- section. A renewed public school district that owns school 
/tjon with other providers, offer education enhancement, busi- facilities that are still vacant or used for purposes other than 
ness management, and other consulting or support services K-12 education ten years aft!=)rthe initial school year may sell 

11 ·io.public schools and related entities. · . the property to any buyer without any conditions as long as 
s ,,\ (5) RENEWED PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICTS MUST the net proceeds are deposited into the restricted account. 
11 ;;RENT SURPLUS SCHOOL PROPERTY TO INTERESTED (7) WIND UP OF FAILING SCHOOLS BY DISTRICT. If an 
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district shall redistribute to itself all funds receiv~ a:ia\j;:~ f 
of the number and special needs status of every st1..1dert 
enrolled at its government-operated public schools: /'.'''· ... 

COMPLETE TEXT OF 
Initiative Measure 177 (cont.) 

independent public school for any reason discontinues op
eration before th~ end.of a school year,'the superintendent of 
the renewed public school district may assume·control of the 
independent pubUc school, employ certificated teachers and 
staff, and otherwise provide for the operation and manage
mentofthe school, but onlyforthe baiance of the school year. 
The district shall not, however, be required to assume re
sponsibility for any debts incurred by the independent public 
school before its wind up by the district. 
·· (8) DISSEMINATIOf\J OF PUBLIC INFORMATION TO 
INTERESTED PERSONS. Each renewed public school 
district shall provide free reasonable access to every inter
ested. person to its public records concerning each public 
school located within the district. _Each renewed public school 
district shall provide free by telephone, mail, facsimile, and 
electronic mail to any person requesting the information, the 
.names,·.addresses, ar:id_ telephone numbers of each public 
school located in the district, or in any one or more of the· 
postal zip code areas within the district Each renewed public 
school district shall also mail at no charge to any perso11 living 

. in the district the brochures describing up to ten different 
public schools, but only to the extent that the public schools 
involved have supplied sufficient copies of their brochures to 

. the district. The district may mail more than ten brochures to · 
· interested persons if it chooses to do so. 

(9) STATE'S RESPONSIBILITY FOR UNFUNDED AND 
UNDERFUNDED MANDATES. If a court; of competent 
jurisdiction holds that the amount allocated by the state to pay 
for the education of a special needs child who resides in a · 

· renewed public schoo.l district is not in fact sufficient to comply 
.with the requirements of state and/or federal law, and if the 

· . renewed public school district is found to have spent the 
allocated.dollars appropriately, then, to that extent, the state, 
and not the renewed public school district, shall bear the cost 

. of complying with the court's ruling.' 

NEW SECTION .. Sec .. 12. ALLOCATION 9F PUBLIC 
EDUCATION FUNDS IN RENEWED PUBLIC SCHOOL 
DISTRICTS. If a majority of the voters in any public school 
district vote to implementthe provisions of this chapter in their 

. district, the district shall become a renewed public school 
district and shall, beginning with the next school year, promptly 
redistribute all money received from federal, state, and local 
sources, as follows: 

(1) GOVERNMENT-OPERATED PUBLICSCHOOLS. The 
;--.,:, . . 

(2) INDEPENDENT PUBLIC SCHOOLS. Except for t1e 
. payment of a reasonable processing fee, which shall not : 

exceed two percent of the funds redistributed, the distribt 
shall redistribute to each independent public school locat~d 
within the district a fair share of all federal, state and local 

• I 
fµnds received by the district, other than funds restricted Jo 
transportation expenses or capital improvements. · 

(a) Each renewed public schoo_l district shallrecei le 
full state funding for every child attending any public schof 1 
located within the district, regardless of whether these publlc 
schools are government-operated or independent. 

{b) Each renewed public school district shall redif 
tribute to the independent public schools located within thle 
district, by the 20th of each month during the months ff 
Octoberthrough September, each independent publicschoolf 
fair share of all federal, state, and local funds received by th

1
e 

district. . . 1 

(c) Funds shall be redistributed to each independent 
public school based on the following formula: ' ! 
School days in previous month x The annual· publijc ' 
school days in the_ school year. funding for each chilb : 

attending the schod,1 · 
plus th~ additiona1t1 · 
funds provided for eacl~ 
special needs chil8 .J . . I ., 

. , . att~nding .thee .Schor !\ 

Expressed as a sentence, the formula _1s the rat10 ofthe tot~tl :! 
• . • . . I ,, 

number of school days 1n the previous month to the totc/,I , 
number of school days in the current school year, multiplielct , 
by the annual pyblic funding due for each child enrolled pluls , 
the additional annual public funding for each special needs 
child enrolled. If exact numbers are not available, the distric~t . 
shall use the best available estimate and then make subse!- · 
quent adjustments as needed. , j· 

. (d) To be entitled to payment by the 20th of eaclp 
month, an independent public school shall supply the distric1t, : 
by the 5th of each m~nth, with t~e identity of all child~en whp . 
attended the school in the previous month, along with the\r .. 
special needs status, and attendance summary, : 

{e) Distributi'ons shall be proratedfor each child who ; 
was not enrolled at an independent public school during the 1 
entire previous month. . . .· ... 

(f) The district may deduct from all funds redistrib: f 
uted to independent public schools a reasonable processing (' 
fee, which shall not exceed. two· percent of the fund: Y 

,--: ,, ________________ illil!lll ___________________________ c! 

.. , 
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Jf- (g) The annual public funding due for each child 
':~nrolled shall equal the amount of funds.the school district 
ikxpects to receive for all non-special needs children from 
}federal, state and local sources, divided by th·e number of · 
:,ipon-special needs students enrolled in the district. 
'':'. . (h) The annual public funding due for each special 
,::peeds child enrolled shall equal the amount of funds the 
;:school district expects to receive for each of the separate 

· )categories of special needs children from federal, state and 
\\;local sources, divided by the number of special needs stu

! dents in each category that are enrolled. in"the district. 
· (i) This section does not prohibit any public. school 

·,from operating on a year-round schedule, or a schedule of 
:;;more than 180 instructional days, and the legislature may, at 
~·)ts option, provide additional Junds for public schools that 

}'choose to do so. · 
.i, (3) PRIVATE SCHOOLS. Private schools that do .not . 
(voluntarily convert to independent public schools shall not· 
-- receive any state oro!ocal funds pursuant to this chapter. 

(4) TRANSPORTATION EXPENSES. Renewed public 
I:' /school districts shall provide free transportation for all stu
il:·::. dents residing within the district and attending public schools 
L within th~ district tha~ are not located within a safe walking 

/<<distance, as defined by the district, as follows: 
,7 - (a) LOW-INCOME AND SPECIAL NEEDS STU.; 
,'}.'.DENTS. A renewed public school district shall provide.free 
' · transportation for every low-income and special. needs stu
. ,,dent, regardless of which government-operated public school 

. <\ or independent public school is chosen. 
X,; (b) OTHER STUDENTS. A renewed public school 
\{/:district may provide free transportation to every student; 

,, 'regardless of which government0 operated public school or 
<\independent public school is chosen, or it may limit free 
!;:'transportation to one or more_ of the nearest 
'govemment-operated public schools. However, a renewed 

. ;' public school dist.rict that is willing to provide free transporta
}/0tion to a student attending a govemment-operated public 
· · ),Choo! shall also provide free transportation to any indepen
·,:)·:ctent public school chosen by the student's parents that is 
'{!located within a one-half mile .radius of the 

.,/government-operated public school.· In ,addition, a renelJl.'..ed 
:,;\;pLJblic school district shall provide free transportation to a'ny 
. /\~tudent attending any independent public school if the school 
. :/,~grees in Writing to. reimburse the district monthly for its . 

marginal cost of providing this service. A ren~wed .. public 
school district. may also, at its option, provide fre_e transpor
tation to all or any reasonable category of students at1:,!';!pdir,ig 
independent public schools located int.he district. A renewed 
public school district shall be reimbursed by the state for its 
legitimate transportation expenses as if every independent 
public school were .a government-operated public school. 

(5) CAPIT Al IMPROVEMENT EXPENSES. State funds 
that are· constitutionally restricted to capital improvements, 
must be spent on capital improvements. However, except to 
the ·minimum extent required by th_e ·state constitution, all 
other state funds distributed to renewed public school dis
tricts shall be distributed without restrictions·so as -not'to 
discriminate against independent public schools or impair 

' their operational flexibility. Renewed public school districts 
may, however, subject to voter approval, raise additkmal 
funds for capital improvements through local levies ·arid 
bonds.· 

(6) OTHER EXPENSES; SPECIAL RULE FOR FEDERAL 
FUNDS AND PRIVATE GRANTS. All money received by a 
renewed public school district that is not.redistributed as a 
result of the previous subsections shall be redistributed on an 
equal per student basis among all of the public schoolsdn-the 
district. However, all federal fundsandprivate grants.that are 
received by the district subject to certain conditions shal_l not 
be redistributed to any independent public school which 
refuses to either comply with the conditions or pay its reason
able share of obtaining and administering the funds. 

NEW SECTION. Sec·. 13. NO DISCRIMINATION'AGAINST 
· RENEWED PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICTS OR. INDEPEN· 

DENT PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 
(1) The state shall hot discriminate against renewed public 

school districts in providing funding or,in any othermanner. 
{2) Except for the requirements set forth in this chapter and 

any rules adopted in acco~dance with the procedures set forth· 
in this section, there shall be ·no other requirements or rules. 
imposed on independent public schools, whether by the state 
or any county, city, or other government or quasi-governmental 
entity. 

(3) Independent public schools shall receive the same tax 
exemptions and other tax benefits currently enjoyed by public 

. schools in non-renewed public school districts: 
(4) Neither the superintendent ofpublic instruction nor.the 

state board of education may issue rules that limit the 
operational flexibility of independent public schools unless 
and u6til the. rules are specifically approved by statute or by 
a majority vote of all independent public schools . 

{5) This section does not authorize the legislature to take 
any action in collaboration with the superintendent of public 
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instruction or state board of education that the legislature 
would be prohibited from doing on its own. · 

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1,4. LOCAL SCHOOL LEVIES. A 
renewed public school district may continue to place levy and 
bond proposals before the voters in the district, in accordance 
with the law, butt he proposed uses of the proceeds of all such 
proposals shall be identified in advance of the election and 
then spent accordingly, 

. NEW SECTION. Sec. 15. EQUAL TAX TREATMENT OF 
NON-GOVERNMENTAL SERVICE PROVIDERS; Individu
als and organizations that compete with renewed public 
;s9hool districts in the sal!;l, lease, or rental of schools, 
e9ucation-related equipment; or supplies to independent 
public schools shall, with respect to such .activities, be taxed 
by t.he state and its localities in the same manner and receive . 
,the same,exemptions:a;:; public school districts. 

1.,,.., ... ; . - . • 

NEW SECTION. Sec. 16. HOME-BASED EDUCATION 
~ROTECTION CLAUSE. Nothing in this chapter affects the 
laws and rules in existence on the effective date of this section 
pertaining to home-based instruction, including chapter 

·· 28A.200 RCW. 

,NEWc·SECTION. Sec. 17. · BENEFIT AND SENIORITY 
PROTECTION FOR EMPLOYEES. OF INDEPENDENT . 
FUJEJLIC SCHOOLS. To the extent that any employee of an 
independent· public school would be eligible for any 
state-financed employment benefits if employed at a 
government-operated school, he or she shall receive the 

. ·same states financed employment benefits while employed at 
an, independent public school. Any government entity that 
currentiy offers a non~state financed pensiol"), health care 
plan, or other benefit plan to an employee who subsequently 

· becomes an employee ofan independent public school shall 
offereach such individual the option of continuing to pa1tici
pate without penalty in any or all of the applicable·benefit 
plans as long as the independent public school pays one 
hundred percent of the cost of his or her continu~d participa
tion. If their employment with an independent public school 

. terminates, or if the voters in a_ renewed public school district 
vote to return the district to a non-renewed district, all certifi
cated teachers and classified employees who were. em
ployed by the district in the school year immediately before it 

' .. _. 
-·.ji 

became a renewed public school di~frict shall :hav~'th~: right) 
to resume their employment with the district belginning with 1. 

the next school year without any loss of salary, b~ne'fits, or i 
seniority. Any years empioyed at an independent public :1 

school shall be considered as additional years employed by 1 

the district. 

NEW SECTION. Sec. 18. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION. 
This chapter shall be liberally construed to effectuate its 
purpose of giving local school district voters the option to 
improve public education within their district through educa- 1 
tion reforms based on deregulation, accountability, and 
parental choice. 

NEW SECTION. Sec.19. SUPPLEMENTAL RULES. This 
chapter is· self-executing. However, the state board . of 

1 

education, the superintendent of public instruction, the' edu
cational service districts, local school boards, and local 
school district superintendents shall use their best efforts to 
facilitate the successful impl!9mentation of the letter and 
intent of this chapter: To that end, they may take actions 
and/or issue rules, in the manner provided by law, for purposes 
of facilitating the successful implementation of t,his thapter, 
including routine audits. of public school records.and opera
tions for purposes of monitoring compliance with this chapter. 
Any delay in . issuing rules or performing any other duty 
created in this chapter shall not be used to Ju stiff any delay , 
in its implementation. 

NEW SECTION. Sec. 20. APPLICABILITY _OF CON
SUMER PROTECTION ACT. The_operation ofpublic schools 
within a renewed_public school district is a matter affecting the 
public interest for the purpose of applyi,ng chapter 19.86 
RCW. Any person who is injured by an unfair or deceptive act 
or practice in connection with a public school within a re
newed public school district, including but not limited t.o fraud, 
misrepresentation, monopolization, .or attempted monopoli
zation, is entitled to all of the remedies provided by the 
consumer protection· act, chapter' 19.86 RCW, including, 
without limitatiOrJ; its treble·damages provision. In any such 
litigation; the prevailing party shall recover from the other all 
of its reasonable costs, including attorneys' fees and:expert 
witness fees. The legislature may enact additional civil and 
criminal penaltiesJor persons who engage in unfair ordecep
tive conduct in connection with the operation of public schools 
within renewed public school districts. 

NEW SECTION. Sec. 21. BINDING ARBITRATION OF 
DISPUTES. 

(1) If a renewed public school district and an independent 
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·t~B'~tJl,ip school cannot agree on what constitutes a reasonable 
):rir1t or any other issue,. either party may initiate a binding 

i )~rbitration before an arbitrator appointed by the presiding 
·. · }!'ju_dge of the local superior court. Each side shall submit in . 
' · iAv.fiting its final offer at least fourteen calendar days before the 

;};~r.bitration hearing. The arbitrator's authority is limited to 
. /)!ghoosing between the proposed monthly rent or other reso
; .<\ilution of the dispute submitted by one side or the other, and 
i<fi1the ·prevailing party shall_ recover from the other all of its 
. , /{reasonable costs of arbitration, including attorneys' fees and 
•· .. )?expert witness fees. The decision of the arbitrator shall be 
· )inal with respect to the issue arbitrated. The superior court 

1 
, .,;,shall enter judgment on the award at the request of either 

i'.'party in accordance with RCW 7.04.150. 
,i. {,:, (2) Disp1.1tes between an independent public school or 
j ·. '.},applicant and the superintendent of pl_\blic instruction con
; )},~berning\the renewal or issuance of a license to operate an 
l _,j;fndependent public school shall be resolved in accordance 
~; )-{'with subsection (1) of this section. 

11.:·:ir'. · 
l~' }~~i\!i 

. ·•' .·• 
(3) Disputes between an independent public school and 

anyone challenging the.conversion of a government~qp~r$i.t~d 
public school to an independent public school pursuant to 
sectiori 5 of this act shall be resolved in accordance with 
subsection (1) of this section. 

NEWSECTION. Sec.22. SEVERABILITYCLAUSE. lfany 
· provision of this act or its application to any person or 
circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of the act or the 
application of the provision to other persons or circumstances 
is not affected. 

NEW SECTION. Sec.23. CAPTIONS NOTLAW. Captibns 
used in this act do not constitute any part of the law . 

NEW SECTION. Sec. 24. Sections 1 through 23 of this act 
shall constitute a new chapter in Title 28A RCW. 

· NEW SECTION. Sec. 2q. Within one year of the enactment 
of this chapter, the house of representatives and senate 
committees on education shall develop and recommend 
legislation to bring Title 28A RCW into compliatice ,With this 
act. Any failure to pass,:,any sueh· l~gislatkm -snail 0not, 
however, affect the validity.and enforceability of this chapter. 

0 •,· ... •' 
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. PROJECT VOTE SMART 

" 
Information about feder,al office holders is .available free to Washington voters from 
Project Vote Smart, a national, nonpartisan program started in 1992. This includes 
information about voting .. records, campaign finances, past and current position 
statements and performance evaluations. Voters can telephone Project Vote Smart 
at 1-800-622-7627. World wide web·address is: http://www.vote-smart.org 
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