
HOUSE JOIN)T 
.•., ' 

RE,SOLUTlON. 4200,' 
PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

'· 
Note: The ballottitle and explanatory statementwer~ written by·the Attorney, . 
General-as required by law. The complete text of Hol'l_se JoiQt Re$qlutior;i_:r . 
4200 begins on page 32. · · 

V~te cast by the 1993 i..~islature on final passage: 
HoLJse,: Yeas, 67; Nays, 31; Absent or not voting, o. · . . . , . 

. Senate,: Yeas, 43; Nays, 4; Excused, g; Absent or not voti11g, O., .. · 

Official'Ba-llot.·Title·: 

Sh.all counties and public h·ospital districts 
be:pe rm ittedtoi'ernp'loy chaplain§ toHthei r! 
hospitals, health. caret·tacHhresi, ancr 
hospices? 

..•.. · .. ·· ..•• "''' .,:;a: .. ,,.,,,;,;;_,.,o: .. h~s- b~~~,·-~·~·~f~~i~; ... ·Aithoug~::st~t~ pris'pqs B'~ir.~~n~a1' 

institutions may hirEl chaplains, similah1uthorfty fbr'public 

- THE HEALING PROC::ESS · 

When facing the-physiqql; Elm.otional and m.entatchal
len_ges of an illness, many people find solace, comfort,.and· 
improved healing through their faith and beliefs. HospitaJ" 
ized patients and their families have repeatedly demon

their need to confide in someone of their choice who 
will listen, counsel; and provide comfort in times of distress. 
Providing for such peeds l~ads,t9,-l;>eJter:~-~alt,h,~~r,e,,g~~;;f'.; 
comes. · 

CHAPLAIN AS MEMBER dF- HEAL TH CARE TE~t\:°~1 , , 
'"I'·, .. , 

Chaplains in public hospit~!i.arrang!:)for$piritual~d"'.is6.rs' 
... of choice. when requE?sted qy a paUent o(family: .The 
(; chaplain may cll$Q prq.v!de p~'rsonaJs,upportforthe patre:~t. 
;:\ such as locating 'a,'los0fiend or family membeL In ert1er~ . 
t gencies., a hospital chapJainJs available ih:irnediately,''jusf ' 
.. as a military chapiain is ~1/qilabl\:) to soldiirs. . . , ' . 
... Public hospital chaplains are required by professional 
t ethics to respect patients.' spiritual preferences., includihg 

those who want no spiritual counseHng ... The role of a 
hospital chaplain is to'respond'to patleht' or"fcimily requests''. 
with other health.,professionals to meet the patient's ihd_i~ 
vidual needs. 

CURRENT LAW 

Volunteer community chaplains are in shrinking supply 
: , and frequently unavailable when needed. lh nearly half the 
: hospitals in Washington, the public hospitals legal ability to 
' hire chaplains to provide patients such ess_ential services 

hospitals is uncfeaf:' .. / '!.~} ' ;_>;-,, • 

. Pubiic h'ospitals:'a,r:Ef)'sk1hg yote'rs· for'clea.r'approvai'tb 
hire chaplains. The chapfaihs would arrange for spiritual 
advisdrs w~enfeqµeste,d by:a patient or apatient'sfa'miiy, 
and ~e'a~ailabi~frnrr1ediately. inari em'ergenc/ ,, ·.·· ;: 

. For mbre infbrmation, call (206) 2s·1·~72f1. . ·. 
. . . ~-:·, . ' . .- .. 

Rebuttal qf,. .. Statement, ~.gainsf 
.HouseJoint,He.solution 4200.will notresult in particular 

religious beliefs beioguseq as a fltandard for' hiring deci
' sioris, for this WQlJld oe illegc1r !,m.der anti-discriniinaUon 
lawp and o_ur Constitutiqn,. Fu~her, it. is not government~ 
sp~nsored religion;_.therefor~ °itis npfa:violatiqn of sepa_ra
tiOrJ of qhurch and state., The.rirecedenfot l;l,iri,ng chapla,lns 
for stc1te institutions has already been.set. wi:iy,.'should this 
be denied to the sick and dyiri{{in our publi'c ho.spi_tals? 

,. ··-· ..... '" .._ ... ~ ,·. 
"/;c: 

Voters Pamphlet Statement .Prepai::ed by,:· .. : 
.~, ! . t .,,.,., ';,' 

ROSA FRANKLIN, State S~n?tgr.; Ll~P!'-JP8N$0N,.Stat~ Rep
resentative; IRYNE;WHOli,JS~, S!?1te .S~nmor. ... 

. ·-·- .. '.,' 

Advisory Committee: CAROLE OELJEN, Vice Pre~ident, Wash
ington State Nurse Association; _ANNA H. CHAVELLE, M.D., 
President, Washington. State M~'dic.1/ Asso'ciation; GREG 
VIGDOR, Executive Direc_tor, Association of Washington Public 
Hospital Districts,;d.£0 GREENAWALT, President, Washington 
State Hospital'Association; l?ARI GILL, Nominating Chair, Soci
ety for Social Work- Directors in Health Care. 

1 0 The Office of the Secretary of State is not authorized to edit statements, noris it responsible, for their contents. 
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·1·:··· 1.;T,~h"'.~.·.·e:)i.;_s •. ltaa .. twe. ·c/ao·n,ss.t/··, .. tiu,Jt1i:00n: op,.wr .. o,h/i·beitxs.,::it:h~'~'tsu,s::e:\o.·.f··a •. n. y public' 'The effect of House Joint Re.$0-fution · · 4200, if approved into law:/; · · · ! 
1 'l money or property for religious 'worship; ixe'rcise, '.6i: in- ... ··. 
1

.-•• •,;/ • struction; or tor the support of any religious establishment. The effect of approving this constitutional·amendhle~twould, 
However, the current Constitution contains an exception be to extend to counties and public hospitai'districts,;afh~ 
permitting th.e state Jo employ chaplains for its. custoc;lial, authority to employ chaplains for their hospital disfrids; health 
correcti6nal; ·and me'rital institutions; at the discretion of the . care facilities, anp hosp,ces,'ahhe discr~tion'of tne: legislature., 
legislature. •Counties and public hospitaldistricts are not In effect the exceptlon rib'w,providedfor Chaplains in certain 
covered by this exception.. . state institutions would be extended to hospitals and other 
j .. ; ' ' ' ' bealth,care (acilitie_sowrie.d an'a ogeratedby'courjt/.es cirpy~Jjb 

fiospifal,,districts.?'The:.legislature';would11decide:'whether,an'd 
hO\~ t9 il1)P.1.erri~r1 this, .ch~nge. 

Statement agaj~st 
' ' ' .• 

' ' 

Don't be misled by good intentions or emotional appeals. 
Public·hospitals, using yourtax dollars, will have to make· 
personnel decisions based'on religion. How can this be 
dohe·tairly? It can't. .,-

~ ' .·; • i. ; ' . " . ._:• l-

Rebuttal of Statementf ore:,~-: · : :· 
Using yourtaxclollars to eliminatethese·paration between 

religjon and government is a bad idea. Doing so when the 
"problem'• isn'.tcaused by government. is even, worse: 

I" . 

f 

HJR '4200 is· ah unwise and dangerous precedent. · 
Washington state citizens have -always respected and 
understood the heed to keep religion and goverhmerit 
separate. HJR 4200 is the wrong step toward.mixing these 
two institutions. · ·' · · ·· ' · · ·, · · · 
. There is nq need for .H~RA?.00 :· /Any taxpayer.~suppqrted 
medic~ffaciiity.can a:1Mady' hire proteisionar staff to· prd
vicl.e,emotional. support in time of-need.· HJR420j) goe.s·far 
qey,ond what is necessary or.appropriate:. Public hospitals 
wilk~p~nd public funds-your tax. dollars-to select one 

The ·proponents;,Glaim there aren'.t enough~volunteer 
chaplainsforhospitals. Does·that requireispehding your 
money making. religious-based personnel decisions? The 
churches should fix this problem, not taxpayers. 

Public ho·spitals already hire professional staff to provide 
emotio.nar:support 'HJFf4200iis an unnecessary, use of 
taxpayer's money. 

r~)igion._ o,ver.,others. We should',not· use tax dollars to 
eliminate the;distiriction between church,and state. 
, Please keep,our history in mind: Remember onereason 

why, pe9p_le ca_me here was for the-right to practice. their 
beliefs- free of gQv,emment dictates .. Np rnatter how inno
cent sounding HJR 4200 is, the fact remcliris it is govern
ment sponsored religion. And once started, where does 
this stop? Will countiesandcitiesbe recjuiredto select one 
religion to support their employees orbe on-site for persons 
injured in car accidents? · · 

There is a better way than HJR 4200. Tell your hospital 
administrators to make their decisions based on merit and 
patient needs, not religious pretererice. .· , , 

Keep. Washington state where it belongs-in the .fore
front of separation of church and state; not taxpayer
supported pulpits. 

Voters Pamphlet Statement Prepared by: · 

AL WILLIAMS, State Senator; MIKEHEAVEY, State Repr~sen
tative. 

Advisory Committee: REVEREND BRUCE CLEAR; MONICA 
ZUCKER. 

The Office of the Secretary of State is not authorized to edit statements, nor is itresponsib/e for their contents. · 11 
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COMPLETE TEXT OF 
House, Joini · : ·· ' 
Resolution 4200 

BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE SENATE ANP'HOlJSE'OF 
REPRESENTATIVES OF,JHE.' STATEOF,-1/JAS!;-IING-
TON, IN LEGISLATIVE SESSION ASSEMBLED: . 

THAT, At the next general ~.lection to be held i.n this.state 
ther~ shall be submittedio the qualified voters ofthe'statk 
forth~ir app'roval 'ahd'fatifidatiOn, or rejection, an c1m~nd
menth Article I, section 11 of the Constitution oflhe state 
of Washington to read as follows: 

;-',! ~ ;·· ' :/ . . ,· _;·t.: 
,: ', . ·. ,Ji'• .· .. ,.,· .. :· "',: • :·' ···.) 

Article I, section i 1. ;A;bsolwte freedom of conscience in · 
alfmatters Otreligious·:sentiriient; beliefarid vyorship, .. shali · 
be

0

'guaranteed to every'°iridividJal,. and no one s~.all t)e. 
molested or disturbed in person or property Ori account Of 
religio,n; but the liberty ofcqnscience heret.>Y~e9ured sh.all 
notbe'socoristruea;a:s fo'excus~: ads of Hcehfioushess

1
br 

justify practices inconsistent'with the peace arid safety of 
the state.' No public money o'r pro'perty Sha.Ii be ·appropri0 ' 

ated. for or applied to any rel[gious worship, exercise or 
ins'fruction, or tlie support of any'..religious,·establishment: 
PR0\/1DED,.HOWEVER, Thatthis article shall ndtbe so 
construoo as to forbid the employment by the state of a 
chaplain for such of the $tate custodial, correctional, and. 
mental. institutions. o'r by a . county's. or pubnc· hospital. 
district's hospital. health care facil/ty, or hospice, as in the 
discretion of the legislature may s'eem justified. No religious · 
qual1ficatibn shaff b~' requi'red for' any public omce · or 
e'mi5ioYment,noi'shall·any·'person be'incompetenf'a.s·a\ 
witness or juror, in;dori§etjuericecif his opinion oh 'rnatte'rs 
of religion, nor be questioned fr1 any COLI rt Of jUstice:tciuChing 
his religious belief to affect the weight of his testimony. · 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the secretary of· 
state ·shall cause notice 'Of the foregoing ·constituti0nal 
amendment to b.e published at least four times during the 
four weeks next preceding the election in every legal 
newspaper in the state. ' ' 

PLEASE NOTE: 

To obtain a ·copy of the preceding and 
.. fcillowing,texts forthe sfate measures in 

larger print, call the Secretary·of State's 
toll-free hotline -- 1-800-A48-4881. 

.·. ... . . • .. • ··.COMPLETETE>CT OF 
· · · ····H~use.JOint ·~· · · .. ,,. 

Resolution 4201 

BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE SENATE AND HOUS.E OF 
REPRESENTATIVES OFTHE ST .A.TE OF WASHINGTON, 
IN LEGISLATIVE SESSION ASSEMBLED: , . 

THAT; At the next general.election tobe held in,tllisstate 
there shall ,be submittedto ,the qualified·voters' bfthe·.state 
for theirapproval and ratification, 6r<rejection,.an'c:1mend
ment to Article IV, section 6 of the Constitution of thetstate. 
of Washington.to re.ad as follows:. 

Article IV, section 6. Superior courts and district,eourts 
have' concurrent jurisdiction in cases' in equity. :,,TJ1Jtsu
perior court shall have original jurisdiction ((irr a.II eee,csJr'i 
equity 8Ad).) in ?,II cases at.law.which· involve.theftiHe;or 
pOS$eS$iOn .Of'r;eal::pr'Operty,::-or the legality· of. any,.ta~; 
· impost; assessment, toll, or municipal fine, and inall.other 
cases in which the:demand or the value of the,property..jn 
controversy. amounts to three thousand dollars or,as 6th'" 
erwise determined by law;<or a lesser sum in excess otthe
jurisdiction granted to justices of the 1 peace ,and•'other. · 

· inferior courts, and in all criminal cases amounting to 
. felony,, and in all,c:ases,,ot misdemeanor not: 9.the.rwi~e 

prbvidedfor by law; of'actions,of forcible entry and detainer1 
ofproceedings in insolvency; of actions to prevent or abate· 
c:1 nuisance; of all .matters of probate, of divorce; andcfor 
annulment of· marriage;, and for, such special cases and, 
proceedingsas,are no:t otherwise provided foL The superior 
court shall,also have·original jurisdiction in afl,cases and of 
all:proceedings'in which:jurisdiction shall'nothave been by 
law1vested exclusively in some· other court;·and saidcourt. 
shall have the power of'riatu~alization and to issue papers 
ther:efor: ;They ,shall have such appellaterjurisdiction in 
cases arising in justices'· and other inferio.r:courts in their 
respective.counties as may be prescribed:by law.' They 
shali always be open, except onnonjudicial,days, and their 
process shall extend to all parts of the state, Said courts 
and their judges shall have, power to issue Writs of .man
damus, quo warranto, review, certiorari, prohibition, and 
writs of habeas corpus, on petition by or on behalf of any 
person in' actual custody iri their respective counties. In
junctions.and writs ofprohibitionand of habeas corpus may 
be issued and served on legal holidays and nonjudicial 
days. 

BE:IT FURTHER RESOLVED; That the secretary of 
state shall cause notice of the foregoing constitutional 
amendment:to,be published at least four times during the 
four weeks next preceding the election in every legal 
newspaper in the state. 

The above text is an exact reproduction of the text su/Jmittedby the·sponsor. The Office of the Secretary of State has no editorial authority. 32 . . 


