
INITIATIVE 
MEASURE 559 
TO THE PEOPLE 

"'-'ote The ballot lille ;and t!Jlf>l•Mtoty IU.INIW'nl Wffl! 
wrillM by the.- AIIOmC!y Cct,er1I H ~uitffl by bw, Tho 
con,pll!e ICl!tof lrlitil\Nc M,c~u,e SS9 begin, on p.1ge 22. 

Statement for 

lnitlatr.<e SS9 Will put mmmoo sense and af(ordability 
bildc: Into our property tax sysaem. In addftion, a.uesstnents 
wlll be stablllted. 

Creecty poli1id;u'I$ have ~ riding the real estate 
matkeuo bigger and bigger budget5, ralsing1axes as they go. 
1nl1ia1lve SS9 wlll stop them. 

• Initiative S59 will pnxeo home owners ;md 
renters. 

• Initiative 559 will limit furure assessment increases 
to 4o/. amw.lly. 

• lnrliative 559 wlll protect both new o1nd loog,term 
home owners. 

• lnitiafo•e 559 will provide more than adequate 
funding for school~ parks and soda! """kos. 

Our current tax structure has forad a 69% in<re.ue in 
P'OJ>e"Y W<es since 1985. Also. ,ti. ,..,. budget has 
doubled in the pa.st eight years. It IS 1.imt 10 put: on the brakts. 
We should not be W<A!d CUI of our homes. 

Voce *yes• on lnltiative 559 fOf propeny tax relief. 

Rebuttal of Statement against 
The question bolls down 10 • ~mpk one,: Should 

P'O!><'\Y ,axes be lowered! 
11 rs the opponent's job M a pofilldan to Ond ways to 

lnc,ease the State revenue. The opponent would like tQ 

obscure the (ao lhat the middle dass always carries lhe 
burden of taxation. 

Official Ballot Title: 

Shall property va lue for tax purposes be 
the January 1, 1985 value or subsequent 
sales price, adjusted for cost of living 
changes? 

The law as it now exists: 
Real propetty Is v.iJved for tax purposes at lt11rve ind !aJr 

value without reference to when the panicular property Wi1S 
purc:h~. The Washingion Conscitvtion requl res that taXe$ 

on the same class o( p«JPerty be unifonn within a t.axing 

Propeoy ,., p3ye,s "" "'Pl>O'""' ol 559. Why! ~ 
lowers taxeS. lhereisaconstitutional lkfof S 10 pe,mitreon 
the State tax ,a1e. 

Fat mom informat1on call: (206) 322-4740. 

lnif/MMJ S59 ""°vtd roll b.tck IJtc 
n:'(l'nf unf•lt J)(Opefty c.ix ~~. 

Vottt P•mphlel ShltMCnt ,~ttd by: 

MARl,ICKE V, CI.Aff, Commllft for hit PtopMy AUffl~ 
WYNN CANNON, Commkk'I? FOf fa.Ir Property As.IHI~ 
PM1 ROAO\. S~~ Se~ior. 

AdvlsoryCornmlu~: MIKE HEAVEY,St.l!.C Rcsmsenl.llM';SCOTT 
NOBLE. V,lwUon Advfso,: PAUL SNYOE.R, Citben Tup;aytr 
Astoel.aliof\:COVERNOR DIX\' LEE RAY. 



d;~ocr. w th" ,11 ,.,r ...,,. ;, , ,;ng1, c1.., The 
Consiitu!;on •I><> l;m"' p,,,pe,zy "''" to """ i""«'"' of the 
'""' •od f•k value of l""l""Y, ""'"' ,<ld;,;onal ,.,... "" 
appo:,,ed by 1h, p,,opl,. 

The effect of Initiative Measure 
559, if approved into law: 

n,;, '""""" ...,.,o,;1 not chaoge ,n, pro,,"'""' o/ the 
Coo,rnutioo. The ,n;,,.,.,. decla,es , d ,fk=• ""'""° wd I 
be""'""' <lmtmr,,. the v.lue ol n,ai - fo, ta, 
P"'-'t,,,g;"";"I wiU, ,._ ID be collected ,n 1992. 

The new de,em,;fl.ltioo of =-<sed ,alu, """Od begin 
w,oh lhe 1!85 ,.......i valuo ol the p,art,cul" p,ope,fy, o, 
,he oell,ag price, ;f ,old .!ler 10000,y l. 1965. Th" value 

..,,,Id be ad1uSleo to ,.iea '"~'''"' add,t,on, o, """"'" 
,1, ol p,opeoty ;...,.,,...,,,.., ... For,,.., to be ,;ollo<ted ,n 
, .. , ,ha1 ""'"''' "'"" ""°''" be funhe, od1uSleo to 

Statement against 

INITl~TIVE SS9 IS THE WRO,.,,; ANSWEil. FOR 
WASHINCTON'S .. 0 .. RTY TAJ<PAVERS 

1.5;9 Will SHffT TAXES 

1-S,9 doe>n't lower <:be<, a, ,h,lt, them from o"" ,.,_ 

pa,-., to '""'""· n,1, "'""" """"'' o1 row to"'°"'"""· 
,,lued propea, .. wm sub,iQ;,. the ta. b,,rcj,,n uf high-

"'"°" pr"Pffll' """"'- Why pro,,,oe"" ,.1,<1"' '""' 
who need " the I•"'- - ,he """'''' ol h ,gt,.,al "°" f«ll'e"Y 
- otlhee,-o(lhe ..;(Idle cra»I Th;, i, r<ob,n ,_ ,n 
re,er,ol 

Unde< J-SS9,"" n,l;elforsom< will mean h,ghe, ta,;,, 

fo, many '"""''· 

DON'T 11.E MISl.fD: I.SS9 WILL /NCRblSfTAJ<fS 

P,opeoy """" '" cakul,tw O\' mul1;p1,u,g """"° 
,a!u,t']ns and '" ""' Who,, ,,1ua,,,.,s go down, '" ""' 
go up. 1-559 1,m,~ val u,.on f<,, '°""', bu, r ~ "'"" ,a,., for ,r, f«llle"Y """""- '"'" ,,,_, ,,.;11 pay"'""°"'"'" of """"'"' "" ;,,,,.._, 

w;n you pay 1.., or ""'"I Do you m,w, 

I.SSS IS UNEQUAL, UNfAIR AND COMPctCATED 

Undec I-»•. '°""";,11 home, ,n ,he same ne,ghbomood 
wm pay ,astly unequal la>e>. YOY may pay h,gher """'U,ao 
your no;ghbo,,, 1, thl, ~ •• ~1 

,_ 559 doesn't <educ,, P"'P""Y ta ..., lo, sto;o, '""'"'· 
In /acr, ""''"'°'"""'ma) be ,,app:,d"'", I,'&" home 
'"""""' oo a sma llec, """' prac,,c,I home may be much 
h,ghe,. 

«lea ,he p,:.-,cen,age ch,"8" ;, the cost of r;,;ng inde< 
be""""o 196', o, th• sale da" ,r 1,te,, and 1991. Any 
'"'"""';n,aluel>aS<donth,oostnfF,v,ngadju"""'"''"'Od 
no< o,c«<f fo,,r ""'°"" , >"" ""' c<JUld ;, ,e,ult ; o , "'"" 
o,o;,,ed,ng the preo,o, tru< •od fa;, value of• pan.cul.,-

"~' ln ,ub,eqoent yeae; the ,.......i pmperty "'"" lo, u, 
pu"'°"" ..,,,10 be aonual!y "''"',ed l,y the fom>ula or ;f 
,he P'<'P"'Y " ,old then the .. 1. "''"" ..,,,10 - the 
..-w,.......i ,alue. 

!-S59 place, ,he ,..,,;.,. "" bu,den on r,,,..,;mo:, 
homeboy,," and wc,,,,;og r,m.i,., ""'"'"& th, r,al "'"" 
marlo,t, Afe you w,11,"I to pas, th;, aocr,ased tax bu,d<n to 
,ou, chddreo aod g,•OO<h ;o,;l"'al 

1.559 ,;oJa,es ouc '"'"~'tut"""' req""""'"' 1h,1 all 
,,.,,, be awl,ed equally ,n<J on,formly. 

1-5 59 w; 11 ca.u;e unc«t""'' ,od coafu~""- Why have 
your '"" pay fa,- more '"""uo-,cy •od I """'" ;nstead ol 
luod,"8 scOOOI,, """''ll'"cy ""''°" ,oc11,-, pr«e<t,on! 

V°"' "NO' Oft 1-559. 

Rebuttal of Statement for 
No ""' w,n~ h,ghe, ,.,,,! Tha,'s why you should 

oppo,<1-559' 

'" K'"! Couaty atone, "49% of hou5,ag uo;~ uod..-
1110.000 wdl pay h;ghe• ,...,., whde 92.0% of m,ll;oo,. 
0011" """"'ge1, "' t,,,,,l n,,,·, not ra,.! 

1r, """ more uofa;, '" o<her "'""'"' 
,.559 doesn·, ;,,...., '"""""'"" equally aad ooe,n•, 

'""''"'"" a< all. 
Phooey phon,s! Simple,logaO>l Don'< be m;,1ea, Ge< 

the r.ru, c,11 )'OU'County ""'""· ,he, ,ore "NO." 
Fo, """' ;,/o,matioa cal I (20b) J 57 -66%, 

v ..... ,..,...., SU!- ,..,.....i ·~ 
GLaO\'S •u•N>, Poop~ !or ''" r, .. ,. MARGA.CT COLONY. 

'"''""'"' "'!"' °'""""' VoL<«olW.,h.opm, •U3EN M£Hl, 
,,.,_, w""'"!"" ,~~ "°"""' °'""''" c,,,.a, 

Ad.,M,ry Co~m,u,o, "'-, 0, AN, '''""'"'· W'"''"&"'" '"" 
"·'"'"""'" ofCouofy ""'""'· OON.c DC s,uNHL , '=""'"' """'''"°" ofw..h;-a"''"m, lAWRE~c, <(NN{Y, ...,,_ 
do~. W"h."l<too SU ~ L>bo.Co"""'· Nl -00; CONNIE 80'/l[, 
'"""""' w .. h,ngton ",oc'"~" or ,w ,o,\ <OIIEST CL'\O '· 

"''"'' w "";"!'°" '""' """"' 

' 



® COMPLETE TEXT OF 
Initiative Measure 553 

AN ACT Rdc1ting to lerm limits for cleaed olt.ciib; 
adding a new sectron 10 cha.peer 43.01 RCW; adding .a new 
seaion tochapte, 44,04 RCW; and adding a MW seaiOn to 
chap!<r 29.68 RCW. 

BE IT ENACITO BV THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF 
WASHINCTON: 

NEW SECTION, SK. 1. A new soofon rs added to 
chapt<'f 43.01 RCW to read ;1s follows: 

A perSOn eleaed to the office of go,.·cmor or lieutenani 
govt-rMI' Is ellgible to s,e,rve not ITlOl'e than tw0 consecut 1~ 
1enns in each office. 

NE\:V SECTION, Ste 2. A new section Is added to 
ctiapeer 44.04 RCW 10 read as follows: 

A per$0n elected 10 lhe washl"8(on state legi5'ature is 
eliglbletoserve noc mcwethan th.rec consecutive terms in the 
hou$e o( represenmlves and not more than twQ consecuOve 
1enns In the sena1e. In o1ddltion., no person may serve more 
than ten consecucive years In any combination o( house and 
senate membershfp. Tenns are conskfered consecu-1..-e 
unless they are ill leist six years apart. TMrcfcve. elected 
legislatoo who ha\'e reached their maximum term limits are 
~llgi~ for legisla1ive ofRce ;afte, an absence of she yeass from 
tht st:atr legislature. Pe'50ClS who have .already reached the 
maximum term o( service on the effective date ol this aaare 
eUglb~ 10 seNeone addi1ion.al 1erm in either the statehouse 
of rtpreSencatives or the set\cl.te. 

NEW S£CTION. s«. 3. A new sea.Jon Is addoo 10 
chapcef 29.68 RCW to read as follows.: 

A person elected to the Uni led Slates congress from lhi.s 
stare is eligible to se,ve not mo<e than three consecuti~ 
rerms in the United States house o( repr~ntatives and not 
more than two c:onsecu1fve1emis in the United SCate:5 se.n;ne 
and not more than twelve c:onsecutive years In any combl, 
Nllkln o( United States house and SMate membership. 
Tetms are considered to be consccu1ive unless they .1.re al 
le.is. sixyeM5 apart. Therefore, etcaed legi.Slators whoh;,ve 
reached thei.r m.1xlmum term limits are eligible to, legislative 
office a~e, an abseoce of six years from die united Slates 
congress. PetSOrtS who ha~ already reached 1he maximum 
tefm of setVlceon the effKtive date of thi.s aa are ellgible 10 
serve one additional term in eithetthe United Slates house of 
rtpresenmives °' senate. • 

N!W${CTION. Stc. 4. 1ranyp<cwlslonollhisac,orlll 
appl icatk>n 10 any person <:x clrcUtnst1nce is held i nvalld , the 
~ inder ol the act or the applic.ation of lhc provision to 
ocher persons Or circumstances is rlOl .a Uected. 
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® COMPLETE TEXT OF 
Initiative Measure 559 

AN ACT Relating 10 propenyvalue assessment; amend,. 
ing RCW 84.40.0JO; adding new seaions to chapte, 84.'40 
RCW; and creating new seciions. 

BE IT ENACTfO BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF 
WASHINCTON: 

Ste. 1. RCW 84.'40.030 and 1986 c 222 s 14 are each 
;,mended to rtad as ~lows: 

Ero:AJ as proyidcd in sections 2 and J of 1bis ag. all 
p,opett:y shall ~ valued at one hundred petcent ol its ~ 
and fai, value in money and assessed on 1he sa.rnt ha.sis 
unless spedflcally provided 04herwise by law. 

Taxable leascl,old estates .shall be valued at sud, price 
iJ..S they would bring at a fair, volunuuy sale {o, cash w;thou, 
any deduaions roe any 1 ndelxedness owed including renc.11$ 
to be paid. NotwithStandlng any other pmvisions of this 
seak>o Of of any other staitvte, when the value o( any1axable 
leasehold estate created prf<:x ro January 1. 1971 is being 
dete,m ined for assessment yeirs prior to tht assessment year 
1973, the<e shall bededue1edfromwha1 " ""ldothetwisebe 
1he value~ the present w0t1h of 1he rentals and other 
consideration which may be required of !he ......, by !he 
lesscw fot the utlexpired teN'f'I thereof; PROVIDED, That the 
foregoing provisions of this sentence shall t'lOl apply 10 any 
extension or renewal, madeaher December 31, 1970of the 
term of any soch estate. or to .iny such estate after 1hedate. 
if any. p,ovidOO for in the agreement for ~ I renegotiation. 

The tr~ and fair v;alue of real property foe caxation 
purposes (including property upon which there Is a cool or 
0thermlne, orstoneorothetquarry),hall be b,sed upon !he 
folloYAng aheria: 

(I) My sales of I.ht property being appr,1\sed or similar 
properties with respe,a 10 sales made within 1ht pa.SI five 
years. The appraisal $hall uke 1nlo considttadoo politie11 
m.tiai~ su<:h a.s zoning as wetl as physical and envi:ron­
mental influences. Theappr.ils,lshall also take into account. 
(;l) in th<! use of sales by real estate contraa as similar sales, 
the exrent. tr any, to which the s.o11ed selling ptice tw been 
inc:teased by reason oi the down paymetu, intett!Sl rate, or 
other Rnancing terms; ;,nd (b) the exten1 10 which the sale of 
a Sinilar property actually represents the general efl'eaive 
marl<etdemandfo<propenyolsuchtype,lnthegeographlul 
are., in which such property is located. Sales involvlngdttd 
releases or slmll.ar selter-dt\-ek>per financing arrangemenu 
sh.all not be used as sales of Similar property. 

(2) In addl1lon 10 sales u d<llned In S<ibsectlon (I), 
consideration may be given to C05t, cost less dep-tcia1lon, 
teCOl'\S{,uaion cost kiss depreditlon, °' c:ipit:alizadon of 
income th<u would be derived from prudent use of the 
property. In tht case of property o( i complib natutt, o, 



® COMPLETE TEXT OF 
Initiative Measure 559 
(con'!.) 

being used under terms of a franchise from a public: agency, 
or oper.uing as a public ucifily, or p(Optffy not having a 
~ord of sale within fJ\-c ye:ars and noc having a signilicani 
number ol saltsd similar property In lhe seneml atta, the 
provisions or this subsection (2) shall be !he dominant faaors 
in valuadoo. When ptovisions of 1his subseakln (2) ate 
~ fi<!d upon fotestablishlt,g values lhc pmpertyownc:rshall 
be advised upon rtqut'SI ol the factotS used in attiving at such 
va!U(!. 

(3) In valuing any traa o, parccl o( real proptrty. the 
value of the land, exclusive of 5Waures ,hereon shall be 
desennlned; also !he volue of 5W<Wres 1hereon, but 1he 
valultion shilll not exceed the value ol che toeal property as 
it e,clsts. In valuing agricultural lilnd, growing crops $hall be 
excluded. 

NEW SECTION, Stt. 2. A new S(•ction is added to 
cl1ap<er &4.40 RCW IO read a, follows: 

Fortaxes payable in 1992 af'ld themalter, all re,11 prop­
erty shall be valuod at on< hundt<!d percem of its asses,ed 
value, as finally de.ottrmined, after any apptals, for property 
t>xes payabl<? In 1965, adjusted a, follows: (l) The 1965 
a.ssessed va Ive $NI I be increased to rdlect the addition since 
198S o( any a.ssess.lble Tm~ments to such propet1y, th;ii 
constlMe ,e.1,I property, at the cost theteol o,, If less, at the 
true and fair value thereof, (2) !he 1985 a.s.sessed value sl,aJI 
bct<!ducfd to n,llea the loss. ,emova I, damage, o, destNC1ion 
since 1985 of any p.irt of such real ptOpMy, ill. thttrue and 
fai r value: thefeal at 1ht time of such loss, removal, damage, 
ot dt'$b'Uaion;; and (J) txcept as provided ln see.Jon 3 ol th ls 
aa, !he 1985 asses,ed value shall be adjusted t0 renea !he 
percencage change. in the consumer prlce index for al I urban 
consume:rs in the United Slates, is pvbllshed by the Vntted 
Slatesdeparonen<ollabor, f,omJ,nua,y I, 1965,loJan<,a,y 
I , 1991, fo, wees payable In 1992 and fo, 11.xes p.1yable In 
1993 and 1heteafter, the asses,ed value shall be adjusted to 
reflea 1he pet cent• change In the consumf!f price index for 
all U'Wn consumers In the United Srates, as publishl'd by the 
Unhed St.1:esdepa,tmem of tabor, f,omJanua,y 1 of the yea, 
preceding the~ yea, to January 1 of theassessmMI 
yea,. 1nnoeven1 shall !he percent>ge change so derennined 
resuh in an inaease In assessed value lo, any rei1I prope,ty 
that excteds fou, percen1 cl tho ASSe$sed value of the 
proc:,rrty blht lmniediatcly pt«rding~t ytM. In 
no t'\'ettt sha 11 the as.~ vilue o( any re:.11 property exc:ttd 
one hundred pe,,:r,,t of the 11\Je and fafr value then,of a, 
detmnTned l.Wldl!'r RCW 84.40.030. 

NEW s«JJON, SK. 3. A ~ Sttlion is added 10 
c;hap(er &4.40 RCW IO read a, follows: 

h'l the event any real p,opMy Is sold OI' transferred subsequent 
10 Ja,.,.aty 1, 1985, in a tt.1nsaction subject to the real estate 
excise tJ.x imposed underch.'.lpter 82.45 ltCW, lhe assessed 
value thereof shall equal I.he selling pticeof the teal property 
asdete<mlned under RCW 82.45.030, ,ubjecl, "°"'"""'· t0 
such adjustme:nts after 1he date ol sale or 1ransk'r as are 
pro,;ded In ,ection 2 (I), 12), and l3l of thi, aa: prov;ded, 
however, adjustmenu in 1hc assessed value of real ~l't)' 
caused by any i:w,centage change in the cansutner price 
index as specified in section 2(3} of this aa shall be made 
fromJ.1nu,1,y 1 ohheyeat followlnganysuchsaJeor transfer. 
fn no eveni shall !he assessed value of any teal property 
exceed one hundted pet<lent of the ttue and lair value or the 
re•I ptopeny as de<e•mined under RCW &4.40.030. 

CiE'WSECI!ON, Stt.4. lfanyprovisionofthisaaorits 
appliatiOn to any per$0n or circumsrance is: held inv~id, the 
~ ,indef of 1he aa or the application ol the provision to 
oiher pet$0f\i o, circumstances l.s not affeoed. 

NEW SECTION, Sec. S. This ac;t shall be elfeoi...e lor 
1axes levied for collection in 1992 and theteahe,. 

!'JEW SECTJON, SK. 6. The depa•me,,t of """"ue 
shall adopt rules to impfemmt this aa. 

PLEASE NOTE: 
To ob1ain a copy of lhe preceding and 
fo llowing texts for the stale measures in 
larger prinl, call the Secre1ary o( State's 
toll-free hotline - 1-600-446-4661. 

~ COMPLETE TEXT OF 

~ Referendum Bill 42 

/\N ACT Relating to Slate-wide implementation of en­
hanced 911; amending RCW 38.52.030, 9.73.070, 
82.148.010, 82.148.020, 82.148.030, 82. 148.040, 
82. I 48.090,and82. I 48. I OO;>ddingnewseaionslQchap<er 
38.52 RCW; ,epeallng RCW 80.J6.SSO, 80.36.5501, and 
82. 148.080; and providing forsubml~ o( 1his ii CJ lo a vote 
of the people. 
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