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INITIATIVE
MEASURE 559

TO THE PEOPLE

Mote: The hallol title and explanatory slalpment wehn
writien by the Atlomey Goneral a5 required by low, The
|:|_|r|:-|_:.|-r_':{' et of Indliatve Moasure 559 h-rglm. on page 22,

Statement for

Initiative 559 will put commion sense and affordability
back into our property tax system, In addition, assessments
will be stabilized.

Greedy politicians have been riding the real estawe
miarket io bigger and bigeer budgets, raising taxes :lehuf:.r g,
Initiative 559 will stop them,

# Initiative 559 will protect home owniers and
FEnErs.

s Imitiative 559 will limit fufure assessment iNcreases
1o 4% annually.

¢ [nitiative 559 will protect both new and long-term
home owners.

» [nitiative 559 will provide more than adequate
funding for schools, parks and social services.

Chur current tax strecture has forted a 69% increase in
property taxes since 1985. Also, the state budget has
doubled in the past eight years. It is time 1o put on the brakes.
we should not be tased owt of ouwr homes,

Vote "yes" on Initiative 559 for property tax relief.

Rebuttal of Statement against

The question boils down to a simple one:  Should
property taxes be lowered?

It is the opponent’s job as a politician to find ways to
increase the State revenue, The opponent would like to
pbscure the fac that the middle class always carries the
burden of taxation,

Official Ballot Title:

Shall property value for tax purposes be
the January 1, 1985 value or subsequent
sales price, adjusted for cost of living
changes{

The law as it now exists:

Real property isvalued fior tax purposes at its true and fair
value without reference 1o when the particular property was
purchased, The Washingion Constitution requires that taxes
on the same class of property be wniform within a taxing

Property tax payers are supponers of 559. Why? N
lowers taxes. There is a constitutional lid of $10 per mille on
the State tax rate.

For more information call; (206) 322-4740,

initiabivie 559 would roll back ihe
meoenl unfafr propenly ax increases.

Vter Pamphlet Statement Prepared by

MARICKE V., CLAPP, Commitiee For Fair Propery Assessment;
WYRN CANNOMN, Committee For Falr Propedy Assessmend;
FAal ROALH, Sale Senalor,

Advisary Commitee: MIKE HEAVEY, State Represe ntative: SCOTT
NOBLE, Valuation Advisor; PALL SMYDER, Citizen Taxpayer
Association; GOVERNOR DIXY LEE RAY.

The CNfice of the Secrefary of Stabe I3 nof sutharsed lo odd stafements, nov s I respansible for thelr conlenis,



dimnct, and that all real estate 5 a single class. The
Congtintion alsa limits propey laxes 16 one perdant of the
trud and fair value of property, unless additional wxes ae
appacrved by the pesple.

The effect of Initiative Measure
559, if approved into law:

Thiy initiative woubd not change any pravisians of the
Conglitution. The inftiakive declares a different method will
be wwod 10 cemerming the value of real property for rax
purposes beginning with tases e be collacied in 1992,

The new determination of assessad value would begln
with Ihe 1985 assessed value of the particylar property, o
the selling price, if sold 2fier Jarnuary T, 1985, This value
wawld be adjusted to reflect submeguent additions or rema.
als of property improvements. For taxes ta be collected in
1292 thal poperty value would be further adjusted to

Statement against

INITIATIVE 35% 13 THE WRONG ANSWER FOR
WASHINGTOR'S PROPERTY TAXPAYERS

I-5339 WiILL SHIFT TAXES

I-55% doesn’t bower taxes, it shifs them from one tas-
payer ta amgther, This means cwners of low W neoderate-
valued properies will subsidize the tan burden of high-
vafued propey ceners  Why provide s reliel o those
who need it the leasl — the awners of high-valuved peoperty
— at e xperrse of the rididle classi This is Robin Hood in
reversel

Linder |-559, tax reliel for some will mean higher taxes
for many oahers.

DOMT BE MISLED; |-559 WILL INCREASE TAXES

Property taxes are catculated by multiplying assessed
valuations and tax rates. When valualions go down, tax rates
geup, 1-553 Imits val varion for some, but rai s @ rates for
all propery owers. Even renters will pay meve bacause of
PIOpe Y 12 (NCreases,

will vou pay less or more? Do pou know?

15359 15 UNEQUAL, UNFAIR AND COMPLICATED

Under-553, identical homes in the same nei ghbovhood
wilf pay vastly unequallases. Yournay pay higher tanecthan
yaut neighbars, |5 this Sair?

I-559 doesn't redute praperty 13xes fof seaiar citizens,
lex fact, wenies Citirens may be rapped® in 2 larger home
SINCE taxes o a smaller, more praciical home may be muwch

higher,

refleny the pevcentage change in the cost of living index
between 1965, or the sale datg if fater, and 1997, Any
Increase inval ue based on the cost of Fiving ad justment could
not excesd fouwr peroent a year nar could i result in a value
exceading the presant woe and fair value of a panicular
Aroperty.

In subsaquent years the 2ssossed propery value for Lax
purpeses would be annually adjusted by the formula or i
the propesty is sold then the sale rice would beopne the
miw assessed value,

1-559 places the heavies tax burden gn Srapime
beormee byers and arorwing families entaring the real estam
market, Ase you willing to pass this increased 1ax burden to
yoir Children asd grandchildeen?

1-55% viplates our ¢onstitutional requirement 1hat all
tawes be applied egually and ynifgromly.

1559 will cause uncertainty and confusion. Why hawe
WOl RN pay for more bureaucracy and lawsuits ingead of
funding scheyols, emergency services and fire protection?

Yie "NO" on [-559,

Rebuttal of Statement for

Mo e wants higher taves! Thar's why yoa should
Cppose 15591

in King County abone, &4.9% of hpusing wnits under
$120.000 will pay higher 1awes, while 92,00 of rllion-
aaffar hames get a tax tveak. That's ot Fair!

It's eveEn mane unfair in oher cownties?

1-55% doesn't lower assessments equally and doesn’y
|owver tawes ar all.

Promey phos? Simple sloganst Don't be misled! et
the facus! Call your county asseswor, then vote “NO.

For rmare indomation call (206) 1576696,

Vaters Famphiet Slatenvend Frepaced by:

CLAOYS BUKMS, Feople for Fair Taaes; MARCARET COLOMNY,
Prestdent, League of Women Volers of Washingion; RUBEE MEHL,
Presideny, Washinglon State Council of Senlor Citioens.

Advitory Committee: RAY EYAN, Prosigoni, Washingran Siaie
Ausociztion of County Adsessors; DOMAL D, BRUMELL, Presidenl,
Adeoclalion of Washingesn Butiness; LAYWRENCE KEMNEY, Progi-
dert, Washinghon Sl > Labor Caungil, AFL 4010 COMMIE BOYLE,
President, Washinglon Assaclalion of REALTORS; ROBEAT CLARK,
Master, Washinglon State Grange.

The DXlicr of the Secretary of State it oot auhanzed o sdfit ibkme Ak, nor [ i resporsile kv their commnly.




ﬁ COMPLETE TEXT OF
Initiative Measure 553

AM ACT Relating to term limits for elected officials;
adding a new section 1o chapter 43.01 RCW; adding a new
section to chapter 44.04 RCW; and adding a new section to
chapter 29.68 ROW,

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF
WASHINGTON:

NEW SECTION, Sec. 1. A new section is added to
chapter 43.001 ROW to read as fol lows:

A person elected to the office of governor or liewtenant
governdr is eligible to serve not more than two consecutive
terms in each affice,

MEW SECTION, Sec. 2. A new section is added to
chapter 44.04 RCW to read as fiollows:

A person elected to the Washington state legislature is
eligibile to serve not more than three consecutive terms in the
house of representatives and not more than two consecutive
terms in the senate. In addition, no person may serve more
than tén consecutive years in any combination of house and
senate membership. Terms are considered consecutive
unless they are at least six years apart. Therefore, elected
legislators who have reached their maximum term limits are
eligible for legislative office after an absence of six years from
the state legislature. Persons who have already reached the
maximum term of service on the effective date of this act are
eligible to serve one additional term in either the state house
of representatives or the senate.

NEW SECTION, Sec. 3. A new seciion is added 1o
chapter 29.68 ROCW to read as follows:

A person elected to the United States congress from this
state is eligible to serve not more than three consecutive
terms in the Uinited States house of representatives and not
maore than two consecutive terms in the United States senate
and not mare than twelve consecutive years in any combi-
nation of United States house and senate membership.
Terms are considered 1o be consecutive unless they are at
beast six years apart. Therefore, elected legislators who have
reached their maximum term limits are eligible for legislative
office after an absence of six years from the United States
congress. Persons who have already reached the maximum
term of service on the effective date of this act are eligible 1o
serve one additional term in either the United States house of
representatives or senate,

NEW SECTION, Sec. 4. If any provision of this act or its
application o any person or circumistance is held invalid, the
remainder of the act or the application of the provision 10
other persons of circumstances is not affected.

“ COMPLETE TEXT OF
Initiative Measure 559

AN ACT Relating 1o propenty value assessment; amend-
ing RCW 84.40.030; adding new sections 1o chapter 84.40
RCW; and creating new sections.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEQPLE OF THE STATE OF
WASHINGTON:

$ec. 1. ROW 84,40.030 and 1988 ¢ 222 5 14 are each
amended 1o read as follows:

Except a5 poovided in sections 2 and 3 of this ac, all
property shall be valued at one hundred percent of its true
and fair value in money and assessed on the same basis
unless specifically provided otherwise by law.

Taxable leasehold estates shall be valued at such price
as they would bring at a fair, voluntary sale for cash without
any deductions for any indebtedness owed including rentals
to be paid. Notwithstanding any other provisions of this
section or of any other statute, when the value of any taxable
leasehold estate created prior 1o January 1, 1971 is being
determined for assessment years prior 1o the assessment year
1973, there shall be deducted from what would atherwise be
the value thereof the present worth of the rentals and other
consideration which may be required of the lessee by the
lessor for the unexpired term thereol; PROVIDED, That the
foregoing provisions of this sentence shall not apply 1o any
extension or renewal, made after December 31, 1970 of the
term of any such estate, or to any such estate after the date,
if any, provided for in the agreement for rental renegotiation.

The true and fair value of real property for taxation
purpases (including property upon which there is a coal or
other ming, or stone or other quarry) shall be based upon the
following criteria;

(1) Any sales of the property being appraised or similar
properties with respect to sales made within the pagt five
years. The appraisal shall take into consideration paolitical
restrictions such as zoning as well as physical and environ-
mental influences, The appraisal shall also take into acoount,
(al in the use of sales by real estate contract as similar sales,
the extent, if any, 1o which the stated selling price has been
increased by reason of the down payment, interest rate, or
ather financing terms; and (b) the extent 1o which the sale of
a similar property actually represents the general effective
market demand for propeny of such type, inthe geographical
area in which such property is located. Sales involving deed
releases or similar seller-developer financing arrangements
shall not be used as sales of similar property,

(2] In addition 10 sales as defined in subsection (1),
consideration may be given to cost, cost less depreciation,
reconstruction cost less depreciation, or capitalization of
income that would be derived from prudent use of the
propery. In the case of property of a complex nature, or

“
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COMPLETE TEXT OF
28) initiative Measure 559
(con't.)

being used under terms of a franchise from a public agency,
or operating as a public utility, or property not having a
record of sale within five years and not having a significant
number of sales of similar property in the general area, the
provisions of this subsection (2] shall be the dominant factors
in valuation. When provisions of this subsection (2) are
relied upon for establishing values the property owner shall
be advised upon request of the factors used in arriving at such
value,

(3) In valuing any tract or parcel of real property, the
value of the land, exclusive of structures thereon shall be
determined; also the value of structures thereon, but the
valuation shall not exceed the value of the total property as
itexists. Invaluing agricultural land, growing crops shall be
excluded.

MEW SECTION, Sec. 2. A new section is added to
chapter 84.40 RCW to read as follows:

For taxes payable in 1992 and thereafier, all real prop-
erty shall be valued at one hundred percent of its assessed
value, as finally determined, after any appeals, for property
taxes payable in 1985, adjusted as follows: (1) The 1385
assessed value shall be increased to reflect the addition since
1985 of any assessable improvements 1o such property, that
constitute real property, at the cost thereof or, if less, at the
true and fair value thereof: (2) the 1985 assessed value shall
be reduced to reflect the loss, remaoval, damage, or destruction
since 1985 of any part of such real property, at the true and
fair value thereof at the time of such loss, removal, damage,
or destruction; and (3) except as provided in section 3 of this
act, the 1985 assessed value shall be adjusted to reflect the
percentage change in the consumer price index for all urban
consumers in the United States, as published by the Linited
States department of labor, from January 1, 1985, to January
1, 1991, for taxes payable in 1992 and for taxes payable in
1993 and thereafier, the assessed value shall be adjusted 1o
reflectthe percentage change in the consumer price index for
all urban consumers in the Uinited States, as published by the
Linited States department of labor, from January 1 of the year
preceding the assessment year to January 1 of the assessment
year. Innoevent shall the percentage change so determined
result in an increase in assessed value for any real property
that exceeds four percent of the assessed value of the
property for the immediately preceding assessment year. In
no event shall the assessed value of any real property exceed
one hundred percent of the true and fair value thereof as
determined under ROW 84.40.030.

MEW SECTION. 5ec. 3. A new section is added to
chapter 84.40 RCW 1o read as follows:

Inthe event any real propeny is sold or transierred subseguent
1o January 1, 1985, in a transaction subpect to the real estate
excise tax imposed under chapter B2.45 RCW, the assessed
value thereof shall equal the selling price of the real property
as determined under RCW 82.45.030, subject, however, to
such adjustments after the date of sale or transfer as are
provided in section 2 (1), (2), and (3) of this act; provided,
however, adjustments in the assessed value of real property
caused by any percentage change in the consumer price
index as specified in section 2(3) of this act shall be made
from January 1 of the year following any such sale or transfer.
in no event shall the assessed value of any real propery
exoeed one hundred percent of the true and fair value of the
real property as determined under ROW 84, 40.030.

NEW SECTION, Sec. 4. If any provision of this act or its
application toany person or circumstance is held invalid, the
remainder of the act or the application of the provision 1o
other persons or circumstances is not affected.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. This act shall be effective for
taxes levied for collection in 1992 and thereafier,

NEW SECTION, Sec. 6. The depariment of revenue
shall adopt rules to implement this act.,

PLEASE NOTE:

To obtain a copy of the preceding and
following texts for the state measures in
larger print, call the Secretary of State's
toll-free hotline -- 1-800-448-4881.

ﬂ COMPLETE TEXT OF
Referendum Bill 42

AN ACT Relating to state-wide implementation of en-
hanced 911; amending RCW 38.52.030, 9.73.070,
82.148.010, 82.148.020, 82.148.030, 82.148.040,
82.14B8.090, and B2.148.100; adding new sections to chapter
38.52 RCW; repealing RCW 80.36.550, 80.36.5501, and
82.148.080; and providing for submission of thisacttoa vote
of the people.
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