
INITIATIVE 
MEASURE 553 
TO THE PEOPLE 

Notr. The blllot tllle .arid t-)f)llnik>ry S.Ull:menl ~ 
writiM by the Attomey (",,fflfl'J.I •s ,eq1,1iltd by Ltw. TM 
~lcll le11t ol lnltladve Mt.nu~ SSl ~gins on p,.ge 12-

Statement for 
Term Llmlt:alion 1, A Crudal 1U:·plar1is.a.n Gove?rnmtnt 

Rtfom, 

V0tc YES for Initiative 553 forre.i!poUt1at reform. lliat's 
why over a qua.ner million Dtmoo'ilts, RepvbHcans, and 
lndepende,us signed this initiative. 1-SSl will solve a funda. 
mental p,Oblem In our po(i1ic~I systf!'.M: the need to limit th8 
numbet ol years a politician cin siay in a particular office. 
Vote YES on f-SSJ for ncces5i1,Y govemmem rcbm! 

Rtlurn Control of OUR Covtmmt.n1 lo the! Pt<>plt -
Whert it u clon~ 

•ex:perienced* career polilicians. financed by PACs and 
5?Kial lnteteSlmoney, have brought us theS&L5e;andal, a S.3 
trillion nal!on.al debt and eleaed officials' excessive ~Y 
raises. T~m llmlt3tion will makl'! it mote difficuh for lobby­
bu 10 malnti1in their Jnnuence wl1h efcctcd officlals. Our 
founding Fathers envisk>ned citizen legi.slaaors, not career 
pol~lo•fl'. Vore YES on 1.553 10 ,educ,, special fntf<eSI 

lnflvence. 

Reduce the! lnRutnce of lobbyists .ind Sptt~I Interests 

Re-elect Ion Is a politician's top priority. Nothingp<oves 
i i more 1han 1he outrageous growt:h In t.a.mp,1.!g.n spcf'ding 
vslng PAC and special lnteresi money. we have a system 
where lno.nnbl'!nu,. WOO &()ose 10 run, nearly always win • 
96% ,e..,lecled 10 Congress In 1990, 96% re-eleaed 10 !he 
Washtngton S1~e t.eglslatu1e. Excellent candidates are dis­
ro.ir.,,ged from n.iMing againSl lnaimbenu. V()te YES on 
t-SSJ ro ptUVSde oppo,tlNliries for 1,,, compe,itiOn. 

Official Ballot Title: 

Shall there be limitations on terms of office 
for Governor, Lieutenant Governor, State 
Legislators, and Washington State members 
of Congress/ 

The law as it now exists: 
Pt(sons can be candid.ues fol election orre-eleaklc\ for 

1he Scale t.egi$1a1utt, (ioi.,emot, Uevtenan1 Co\•emor, or 
Coogtffl wilhout any llmita:tion ~ on prior se.vice. No 
one rs disqualified from seeking those omc~ few having 
!"""iOUsly se<v«f, 

Term Llmit.atlon Is a National MOvtment 

Our President and 31 governors Nve term limits. Ok•a· 
homa, Cob'OOO i nd California passed term limits in 1990. 
Tenn llmiwion rnovemen1s are undefw-.iy In 22 states few 
1992. Nationally, incvmbency has taken ovtt our political 
5Y$1em and voters are staying hon'lt. Vore YES on 1.553 to 
regain me;ininglut choice al the 't!Otlng boorh, loc41Jly and 
n.Jtionally. 

Vote YES on 1-55.310 assure .i responsive ci1lzen leghfa• 
ture. 

Rebuttal of Statement against 
Scare tactl(S and doomsaylng are ~rate m.aneuvers 

by career pollticians whodon'I wan1 to give up tM1r power 
and l)<fl<s, 

Thomas Jefferson was the o,lglnal advocate for 1enn 
llmiml1ons ~aV5e ht! fortSaw the problems a.ssoeia.ted with 
1.he accumul.atlon or power. 

1-S53 makes ourrepresentativcs more accountable 10 us. 
Whal'S so ,adicit a.bout 1hatr Ask yourself this q~iOn. If 
special lntert'StS and bureaucrats will flourish under 1erm 
limits. why are they so opposed to term limitsf 

For more tnfonnatlon call (206) 475,8650. 
VoltN hmphld St:alm.cnt Prepartd by: 

Y,CK METCAl.f, Cluh ol tho Scn•'4' Environment &- Naknl Rc,:. 
IOUrt.ft CCMT1mJ~; SHERRY 80CKWINKEL, lndcpffldenl 8UII· 
~\'IOfflan.; PROFESSOR WAl.LACE M. RUOOlP~. Prol~uo, of 
ComckWOn,1, ltgis.latA'c & Admlnl$1r.itJve I.aw, Puget Soi.-.d 
School of l,lw. 

.Mvboly (:ommlttN!: JOHN SONNEl.ANO, Spokl~ ,,e, bf.ls.). 
ncH-,nun .and ptOfc,.OOn11.; DEAN SVCtMOTO, AGtoontlnt: SAM 
Al.lR[D, Ocmom1ic Pttdl'ltl OYI,, Suffll'IC!f; OWlllS f, C1UCG, 
Pmklrtntof Ctigp £ntc1prl1ot1; PAUL CAS(V, PublhhC'r ol ~tut. 
lngllhof<dc,,1 .......... 



The effect of Initiative Measure 
553, if approved into law: 

Th, , , ,•,;,,,.., <l«la«s that oo ooe woo kl be ,1, g,b'o to 

''""" mO<t tO>n <w<> '""""'"'"'" """' " """"""' o, 
L ,euoe,,,o, """"'""'· 

r o, ~~, ltgOslJt;,, o~,c,,s, \he de< l"ed m,,,mumwo, Id 
"""'"'"'"'"'"'l"'yea~;wlti,01Jmo,e!hanth"''"on,ecu""' 
term>;, the Hoo,c <>' !WO COOl(!<:,t,,e te<ms ,n ti,e S,,,,.,te, 
CuHeot l,'l<',I "'°" who ha,e ;il.,a<iy "'1cl,ed th\' m,,, mu m 
wo,ld be ol1g1Dlo '°...,,., one ,oo;t"""I to<m pl ofllce. 

focrongr,<s..,,I offia,,. 1he0ecia"<I ""''r"'!" woul~ 
be iwelw con«cuu"' yo.,,s, wlch no "=' than th,.. 
"""""""" '"'"" ,n che f-<Oo5€ o• """ coc,1,coc.-,, to<m, ,n 
the S<nate Cu,..,oc mombe,sofCong<o»who ha,; al<e,dy 
c<achtd ,t>< ma. "''""' would be ,1,~ tole co ''"'"' one ,o. 
d "'""' I [<tm of o/Sco, 

Statement against 

• '"""""' s,a ;, , rad,cal effoa ro ,efo,m ~'"'" 
wh,ch w,II do moto harm dun ij<>Od. 

• Today ""can choc,;e wh,ck ofllc,afs to"""" aod 
wh "h "'"' been ohee< coo ' ""i 5'J wc.,ld tak.e "'" choice 
aw,y ''"""-~" 1"79 and l SBS wel"'"'j o,er Bl% of"'" 
l'll,slat,nt Al =~ , q "'"" w,,. new ;n 1"91 . Wash,ng,oo 
vote«'"' rum,ng ,nrnmbeats =t oow n,;, ,n;,,.,h,," a 

,olut,on to a ~!em tl,at ooe,n·, "'~ 

• <I 553 pas,e~ we w,l lo,e ,11 of°"' C<w,g,e,"°""I 
delega:'oe ;, 1994. Speaker of \he """"Tc,n Foley and 
pa• gi,,,,. s.cl> .. S,ooop 1,ruon, D.1n Evans and Wamen 
Mag,,,son"""' P,- U, ,g,;0<1 -rful Oas< <Oil>! 

'°'"""'- H<rw "' II n ... cc,m•ts h>v> ti><, dOUl to prot0a \he 
,le~"' '""' •n<I rrl",gaoon n11rt> whacl, undt,p,n ou, 
oroaomy' t-low can we P""'O"t the O<»Oto of a Wh,dl,ey 
l~>mi ,,,.; A" 51"1;;;, ood keep ,upo .. ,ker, OUC of Puget 
5""nd ! Do we w,m off,horo od dr,11,ng! The<e's too m ach 

"'-
• w;,noo, ""''"' membecs. the Leg,,lato,e w;I I "'"' 

less ,nstlMioo,1 me""'l', ,ad 11>< ;,Ru.nee of p,of.,,.on,1 
lobby!,~ aod oppo,nte<f bl, "'"'"" w,11 ,nc,eo,e, 

• 553 won't take bigmoae) ovtof c,mpa,gns. Mo ,t 
w,n octoally ,o,;iuce a,mpe<,t,oe. why '"" ag,;ns an 
,nc,mb<n! wr<n yo, can wa,, fo, "" a"1omatlc open ,e,ic! 

, If s,1 pa=, we'll lose good people w;,n ,t>< bod 
Aod wall the ,.,.w ""'-"' be bet.,, - o, J"~ know'"" 

f 0< leg<sl ,t"e ""' coag,o,.,;oaa I ofli '"· '"""' """ Id 
be coos,de,o,;I ., '"""""' "' ,,1.., they '" at lea~ "' ''"' 
,pan. 

Rebuttal of Statement for 
T errn !;m ,tat,oa ;, NOT a a,tloaal movement. Only""" 

"'" has oone what cn,tl,t<ve 55J would <lo. ._ people 
rocogn•« tka110 ,e,,d newrome,s 10 Cong•= wh;le """' 
"'"' 0001 ~wld be ,o low, cl>< _,.. ,o p,orec, the «gloa,1 
economy and natoral """"'""· 

1n;,l,c,.., 5Sl will NOT redocethe ,oRuence of opeoal 
;ncercscs we r>«,d"' tale o;g """'"" w, of cam~,gns. 
.,,,1.,,,,, 5'3 wlll ooc do'"'" 

Yoo should °"""" who ,n ""' ro,, VOCI! no oo ,n;,; ~ h,a 

"' 

WJCGAOH COLONY,'"'""""'· leag~ ol Wom<a V°""' of 
w,,,,,,..,,,, ROB<OT CC'"· Mn~,. Wnh'"'""' ''"" C"""' 
NO,MAN TC'"'"' ·=-· Co=~ c,.~ or w ........ ,.,., 

'"" 
M,..,tyComm,""' DARtEN{ MAO{N\WJ. D, "''"""' W"h -
'"'"'" '"""'""""'"' Coooc,I; c,NE P£1',SC>N; NORL"N 
KQl'ONE N. •~•-C. W .. hmg\Oa S1'~ C ... L<'t, N at,~,, .,...,,. 
""'~ ,,,, W<>m•~ "''°' " N S<Y, '"'""""' W"h'"S'°" S~~ 
L•OOt Co,oc,1; MARI CLAC<. 

' 



® COMPLETE TEXT OF 
Initiative Measure 553 

AN ACT Rdc1ting to lerm limits for cleaed olt.ciib; 
adding a new sectron 10 cha.peer 43.01 RCW; adding .a new 
seaion tochapte, 44,04 RCW; and adding a MW seaiOn to 
chap!<r 29.68 RCW. 

BE IT ENACITO BV THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF 
WASHINCTON: 

NEW SECTION, SK. 1. A new soofon rs added to 
chapt<'f 43.01 RCW to read ;1s follows: 

A perSOn eleaed to the office of go,.·cmor or lieutenani 
govt-rMI' Is ellgible to s,e,rve not ITlOl'e than tw0 consecut 1~ 
1enns in each office. 

NE\:V SECTION, Ste 2. A new section Is added to 
ctiapeer 44.04 RCW 10 read as follows: 

A per$0n elected 10 lhe washl"8(on state legi5'ature is 
eliglbletoserve noc mcwethan th.rec consecutive terms in the 
hou$e o( represenmlves and not more than twQ consecuOve 
1enns In the sena1e. In o1ddltion., no person may serve more 
than ten consecucive years In any combination o( house and 
senate membershfp. Tenns are conskfered consecu-1..-e 
unless they are ill leist six years apart. TMrcfcve. elected 
legislatoo who ha\'e reached their maximum term limits are 
~llgi~ for legisla1ive ofRce ;afte, an absence of she yeass from 
tht st:atr legislature. Pe'50ClS who have .already reached the 
maximum term o( service on the effective date ol this aaare 
eUglb~ 10 seNeone addi1ion.al 1erm in either the statehouse 
of rtpreSencatives or the set\cl.te. 

NEW S£CTION. s«. 3. A new sea.Jon Is addoo 10 
chapcef 29.68 RCW to read as follows.: 

A person elected to the Uni led Slates congress from lhi.s 
stare is eligible to se,ve not mo<e than three consecuti~ 
rerms in the United States house o( repr~ntatives and not 
more than two c:onsecu1fve1emis in the United SCate:5 se.n;ne 
and not more than twelve c:onsecutive years In any combl, 
Nllkln o( United States house and SMate membership. 
Tetms are considered to be consccu1ive unless they .1.re al 
le.is. sixyeM5 apart. Therefore, etcaed legi.Slators whoh;,ve 
reached thei.r m.1xlmum term limits are eligible to, legislative 
office a~e, an abseoce of six years from die united Slates 
congress. PetSOrtS who ha~ already reached 1he maximum 
tefm of setVlceon the effKtive date of thi.s aa are ellgible 10 
serve one additional term in eithetthe United Slates house of 
rtpresenmives °' senate. • 

N!W${CTION. Stc. 4. 1ranyp<cwlslonollhisac,orlll 
appl icatk>n 10 any person <:x clrcUtnst1nce is held i nvalld , the 
~ inder ol the act or the applic.ation of lhc provision to 
ocher persons Or circumstances is rlOl .a Uected. 

22 

® COMPLETE TEXT OF 
Initiative Measure 559 

AN ACT Relating 10 propenyvalue assessment; amend,. 
ing RCW 84.40.0JO; adding new seaions to chapte, 84.'40 
RCW; and creating new seciions. 

BE IT ENACTfO BY THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF 
WASHINCTON: 

Ste. 1. RCW 84.'40.030 and 1986 c 222 s 14 are each 
;,mended to rtad as ~lows: 

Ero:AJ as proyidcd in sections 2 and J of 1bis ag. all 
p,opett:y shall ~ valued at one hundred petcent ol its ~ 
and fai, value in money and assessed on 1he sa.rnt ha.sis 
unless spedflcally provided 04herwise by law. 

Taxable leascl,old estates .shall be valued at sud, price 
iJ..S they would bring at a fair, volunuuy sale {o, cash w;thou, 
any deduaions roe any 1 ndelxedness owed including renc.11$ 
to be paid. NotwithStandlng any other pmvisions of this 
seak>o Of of any other staitvte, when the value o( any1axable 
leasehold estate created prf<:x ro January 1. 1971 is being 
dete,m ined for assessment yeirs prior to tht assessment year 
1973, the<e shall bededue1edfromwha1 " ""ldothetwisebe 
1he value~ the present w0t1h of 1he rentals and other 
consideration which may be required of !he ......, by !he 
lesscw fot the utlexpired teN'f'I thereof; PROVIDED, That the 
foregoing provisions of this sentence shall t'lOl apply 10 any 
extension or renewal, madeaher December 31, 1970of the 
term of any soch estate. or to .iny such estate after 1hedate. 
if any. p,ovidOO for in the agreement for ~ I renegotiation. 

The tr~ and fair v;alue of real property foe caxation 
purposes (including property upon which there Is a cool or 
0thermlne, orstoneorothetquarry),hall be b,sed upon !he 
folloYAng aheria: 

(I) My sales of I.ht property being appr,1\sed or similar 
properties with respe,a 10 sales made within 1ht pa.SI five 
years. The appraisal $hall uke 1nlo considttadoo politie11 
m.tiai~ su<:h a.s zoning as wetl as physical and envi:ron­
mental influences. Theappr.ils,lshall also take into account. 
(;l) in th<! use of sales by real estate contraa as similar sales, 
the exrent. tr any, to which the s.o11ed selling ptice tw been 
inc:teased by reason oi the down paymetu, intett!Sl rate, or 
other Rnancing terms; ;,nd (b) the exten1 10 which the sale of 
a Sinilar property actually represents the general efl'eaive 
marl<etdemandfo<propenyolsuchtype,lnthegeographlul 
are., in which such property is located. Sales involvlngdttd 
releases or slmll.ar selter-dt\-ek>per financing arrangemenu 
sh.all not be used as sales of Similar property. 

(2) In addl1lon 10 sales u d<llned In S<ibsectlon (I), 
consideration may be given to C05t, cost less dep-tcia1lon, 
teCOl'\S{,uaion cost kiss depreditlon, °' c:ipit:alizadon of 
income th<u would be derived from prudent use of the 
property. In tht case of property o( i complib natutt, o, 


