
SUBSTITUTE 
HOUSE JOINT 
RESOLUTION 4221 
PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 
Notr. h brlr,11ol flt~ IW'ld ~ swe,mc,w WCK" Milm by d'lt' AtlOIIW)' 

Cc!nc,al at t~tfld IJr law. the comrplde: ltl(L of ~lhAO Houeie iolrC 
~ioPI '22l 1:qr,1Mon,-ge,JJ. 
V•lil n,p 1,y lht- ltt1 t.qj,,kl\lrt ..- liNI ,-..,c-: 
HCIU,c: YC'Jlt,, 96; ~Q;~()f not wollf1& 2. 
$fflM: YeoaJ,,.•I: Nays.(): bnl,td, i:AbM!hl.Ot no! YOtifoC. 0. 

Statement for 
COURT CONGESTION AND DELAY ARE HARMFUL 

TO THE PUBLIC 

The Siaie c.onsti1utlon al locates jurl,clltlion be<w<en lho 
Superior CourtS (our chief ttlal court} and the courts ollimitcd 
furlsdialOn. which include ,he Dlwla Coun. 

"EQUITY" CASES CAN ONLY BE BROUGHT IN 
SUPERIOR COURT 

The Consbtudon aeates Ju1i$di crion only in lhe SuperkK 
eoun ror mantrs In ~11y- as well as many othcr cnumcr· 
ated matters. Ca5es in "equity' would cover thin~ not 
thoughc °'" 'black iem,• law issues. They would indudo, 
among other things, aclons 0t injunak>ns or reslraining 
order>. ""hapsmo<tsignlOcamlyuxlay, meywouldindudo 
the issuince ol prouictive on:lcrs in the ase ol domestic vi(). 
lrnce °" hiras.sment cases. 

DISTRICT COURTS SHOULD BE ALLOWED 
TO HANDLE CERTAIN CASES 

A t'KOtl"ffle'ndatlon from the Washington Commission 
on Trial Couns awaintl'd by me Wo,hington s,,,. Supro<re 
Court iS that f urisdlaion oYeC the domestic violMCe Md an,;. 
h.11as.smr,n1 cases. the aulhotl1y IQ grant name changes. and 
od'W!r more mlnor min isteriat 40i0ns shoukl hr uansfetted to 
tht Olsaria Coutu. The LegfJlature conii<f«ing these argv• 
ment.So:included 1hat h was .J ppropriatel.hat borh DiWla and 
Superior Courts Y'IOl.lld h.ave jurisdlajon. ThJJ change will 
ru.sist In c:oun congestion and court man.agement. In 5CWTW! 
citQ.lm5ta.nces. this change wil I get lhe ciises inio counhouses 
th.11 are ck>set to tht public rathet than only h.tndted In the 
Superio< Court> localed in me coun,y seaL 

Official Ballot Title: 

Shall 1he Constilution's description of the 
Superior Court's original jurisdiction be 
amended by deleting the reference to "cases 
in equity"? 

The law as it now exists: 
The Washington Sciite Cons1itution dtscribcs the orlgl• 

nal jurisdiaion ol che s:t.ue SuperiQr COurts. 1ht- Superior 
Couns also h<we jvrisd1cclon kw oihl!r tnattffl asdesignaN!d 
by lhe t.egisl~nure. The C~itu1k>n'sd6Cnpcion of Otigl"'1!1 

THIS AMENDMEl'T IS NECesMltY FOR COURT 
EFFICIENCY TO EASE COURT CONGESTION, 

AND FOR PUBLIC CONVfNIENCE 

This COOSl:itutional imendmenl i$ necessary IO authoriie 
cht: Legislature to allot.tte equity jurisdiction to both lhe 
Suptfior Court .aod 1he Oislricc courts. This COORiM.iONl 
amendmef'\'I is necess.ary £or Aexlbillty in de:ali"8 wilh court 
mngesdon and f0t efficiency In running the court sysrem. It 
deserves your soppon. 

Rebuttal of Statement against 
c.onm1ry 10 the opponents' statement. this consiitudonaJ 

atne!ndment does no, alter the "equl1y Jurisdiction• of the 
Superior Couns, hue merely extends this juri.sdtCl,ion ID 
Oislria Couns. Citizens may therefore c;hoose the court !hat 
is con~nicn1 for thetf l'lffds. 

Foundors of the eon,,;Mlon would app,uve disper<ing 
this jud;cial choice to lhe peopft, paruc.ul,rly YAion noting 
the ateM analy,ls ond deb.JI< by th<, ltglsla,ure ond 1he 
Washington Commission on Trial Courts in proposing 1h15 
constlllJllonal lmprovemenL 

\'otm P.amphlct St11tffl,fflt Prrp,ared br-

SENAlOR CARY NELSON, Ch1I,, Ston110 I.MW &- Justice Commit,. 
tee; R!PA.ES£NTATM MARLIN IJ'f'£LWICK. Qi.al,. JicMd,e, ludl· 
cbry Coml"'lltitc. 

Mvboty Commillc:c; lHE HONOltA8lE FRED H. DOR(. Chltt 
JUJC.la,, Wuhlngton Supreme- Court; THE HONOAA.8l£ TED 
l(()l.8A8A.. Preildc-M, MM>Cbtlan ol Superior Cou11 Judgtt; THE 
H0NORA8L£ V.ltRY MOLLER, Pl'Nldent, Olwlct 8, Municfp.1 
Coul'lJudgff Auoc.la11onJ CHARLES J. KLAIUCH, Putt~ Wa,h, 
ingk1n Su• A.uod,,lloi, of Col.lntin; LOWELl IC. HAl VUSO,,,, 
Ptt'dden', Wu:h!ng10n State 8M N$0Ci1tion. 



i"';,d ;c,;o,, prov;de, lhatm.follo.,;ng i<,gal "'"'"' "" to be 
anO,ally oo,,-.,~.,,-.,d ,a lhe IV!"""'' COU<l> o/ th;! ~'1<' 

"'''"' law J""'1,ang .,.; f>"'P""I, legaH<y of ta>e,, f<lony 
caie,,pmbao,,d,,once,,m,ulmen'5,,n,ol,eac;esabatt"""'1 

of""''"""'· and "'"'" ,pec,al '"'""' no< ,pe,;r.c,11y ,.,;&""° by t'ie Legi!lawr,e_ The de,cc;pfioo also ,.r,rs to '<,.,, in equ,ty" whid, r, OOI do!m,d, 
th<o, i< o;rn,:ulty ,n F""''"'Y ,M;n ,ng wh,t " me. ot by 

'<>"''" 'G"'1Y-" Th<d,~;na,on-n •c,,..a, law"•od 
•c,,o, ,n 'G"''Y" date, back h; ,tnOc,lly to fngland, wh,,. 
the"' wen, o,mmcw, law "'""' and ,e~,au, cJ,,nc,,,y o, 
°"'l"'ly" coon<. f!,~o,ie>lly "eq,;<y ro,rt~ we" "'°"' 
'"""'"'"' ;n ,,.a,; ng ""'"° ,e,, !~o><y n,a,er, lo,quently 
,,..Jiveo '"i"""'"" ,., ,of ,od ,,, ;.,, "" ,olo,e<I 10 rr-oney 
d•m•B"<- ,-,,,,.,, lnth< LJn"P<J s~,.,, aod ;, w .. haog,oo 
~ate we do n« h,., "~"" court '""""' fo, °"I ,.,. aod 
"law• -. 1he """'""' ,i;g;,c,;oo, have t:«o""' 
blurr<d, aod th<ce " oo pn,c,,edef.n ;,;,,,, or what ;, "'""' by 
,he eo,,,,,ru1,on•, """"''"" to "<a""'" eq,,,1y: 

Statement against 

EQU11)' IS THE SOUL ANO THE SPIRfT 0> THE LAW 

SHJ R " 21 , ;f ~-. -,Id dl!St,<>y '"°' ,qu,<y Ju«,d ,,;. 
'"'" and the ooog,ru1aon,1 "gh" 10 "(qw ry" ,, our S,pe,;o, 

'"""' 
nt• IUDICIA•• " THE c:u .. o,_.,, "' 

CONSTITUTIONAL ANO PRIVAT! "GHTS 

Tho juru<,a,y "the goa,d,an ol 1he peoples' Con~,ru­
lk>nal ...i Pn- R,gi,t>. Mo~ of o,reem,c,;,1 ngt,1< ,od 
laws flowttl from the fede<al,~ ,h;nk;ng of Al"'""°' 
Hamlltao, lar"" Mad;""' aod tho Hono,.ble John Jay Ith< 
for~ o,;er '"""" of "" u, ;,e<f Slates Sopo,me Cou<tl. 

EQUIT'i JUOISDICTIO" GU .. _.NT!fS 
rMPARTIAL\1'/ AND JUST!Cf 

A'e"nderMam;IKK'lota...:1,ntheFede"l,~Pape"l'"' 
1001. 'The Cov,ts ol tl'I< u Oi...:I s~,., ...,. grant«! ""'°"1Y 
r,,e, all "'''" or Mm;ral<y l"''od,ct,on ,nd 8"""" the 
;noMd,,,1 State Coun< "°""' ;o prop,;..,. ol deleg,1;,g 
'f<lu;1y Jua,d;c,lon'" To; , gua,aoeoed J""'"' and ,mpa"" I, 
;1y wh;ch '"''"' 1ho g,v,ng o, de,,..,ng to g,ve eoch Pf""" 
'"'"' duo. Takon i.-.,.dly. Eouily "''""' to do to all per""" 
a,"" wo,ld have them 00 1Jnto"' 

THIS AMfNOMENT IS NOT NECESSAl<Y FO• 
COUl>T EFFIC,,NCY 

The""'""' ""'~ vote NO on SHIR 4211 as•.,,...,_ 
wt,onal ameod"""1 !o M;,1, 1v, '""''°" &, aodOO<l,,,,,11 

' 

The effect of Substitute House Joint 
Resolution 4221, if approved into 
law: 

th< o,ly CNnge """Id be ,o doko!t ,he ,efe,...,c,, to 
"cases ;n <Gu;,y" ,n th< <00~;ru1,o,,I <le,c,;p,;oo ol oh< 
Supe;lo, Cou""· ""8'"" ju..,,O,ct,on. The Leg;<latut< "'" Id 

'""" ""ho,'" o,hoo- ""'"'· ,nclvdang the "'"' ""'"ce 
Couos 10 '"'""' j,..,,O,Cllon fo, ya,;°"' man,,~ w,""'"' 
l>,v,og to be conceme<I wotihe, """' m""' "°"Id "' 
would ""'be <1,.,,ct,O,ed a, belng "GI"' ,n "'1"''Y-" 

""°'"'Y "'" ,.,,,h ., th " ,,,1 I aod ,.,,Sd ,n ordcr ,o r-,<M! 
"""'°"~'tu<,onal 0Bhl< toou,couos ol tqu,I\'. The""'"" 
""" ""'i""" to be '" ;"'"""'°''" body be"'""" the '"'""' and the 1.<g,~a,uc, o.., Con~;,.,.;on ;, l""i.,,..i to 
~,Mes, arid the , n:ention ol ehe poople ,, p<cl .. ,..i !o l"'I of 
'"°'" ae,nts. the Leg<,r,w,., Th; , do,,, "°' "''"" 1he j,xl,c;,,y 
i! '""'""' !o ,he t.eg,~otu"'; ,t only "-'PJ)O«< !ha! !ho pow"' 
of ,he poopl• s, '""'"""to,,, '"""' t,aocl'><s or the;, 

B""''""""' 
Rebuttal of Statement for 

Elewa,<. th~ amendmeot wdl ,emove "lqo,ty" from our 
Sup,,;,, Coo~,. Th< way ,h,, a"",d""'"' ,, """""1 )'JO 
w,U lo>< )')Or Con11;Mional R,g!,~ ,o fa;,...,,, 

Th;,;,,d<,;oo,andd1,c,,!ful,olV!;,i,oode,!hej)'e"""" 
to ,el ,""' cong,~lon . Spon,oe; """Id l.,d )"OIJ to tJel;._.,., 
•,qu,ty" wovld be ;o OO!h COO"'-. in «al,oy, ,t w,11 be;, 
n,;tl,e,! 

v"" No. Ask iou, leg"'""" ,o put ·,~,;ry" '" ,i., 
rn~,«< °"'"' IFke ,he ,pon,oo ..,,d ,..,- would do! 

fo, ""'"' lnfo,mat,oo call, Eqoal lu,o;« Foe All 
1206) •JS,0234, 

vo1,~ ...,,.... <tot..-,,....., b~ 

CE "' GOOS•1'N, Eqo•IJ""'"' fo, " I, RAY '" NE,. Th< f .,,,,1y 
'''""""'""' A11 """'; HtOMM S<Elt Y. Tho f a<n,1y """"="~ 
"'""" 
M,,""Y Comm;,,., w.OY COOSM,1~, [qo,1 I""'"' fo, All; 
CYDIA '"""'' ,od JM!,S t SH, V,., s,, °""""'• S,n<I"° "''''"" .... .,.. 

T!., o//I<o ol !he s.,,,.,.,,,. ol s,.,, 1, nor '""'''""' ro ,o,, "'"""'"· "" ;, • ,._,..., lo, ""'" con~no. " 



COMPLETE TEXT OF 
Substitute House Joint 
Resolution 4221 

8E IT RES0Lvt0, 8Y THE SENATE A!<O lliE HOUSlc 
OF REPRESENTI\TIVES OF THE ST IITE OF WI\SHiNCTON, 
IN lEGISLI\TIVE SESSION I\SS[M8lEO: 

THAT, N.theoext ~ne,alelea'ion to be held In thissune 
,tie.. shall be "'bmin,d "'lhequ•llned ....... o1,he ..,,. re, 
their tpproval and ratification, o, rejeaion, an amendment 
10 Mk:le IV, sealon 6 of 1he Constitudon ol the suue of 
Washing<on to"'° as follows: 

Miele 1v, sectiOt\ 6. The superior COUtt shall haYe 
0tiglnal jl#lsdktion (6" all cex, in cqttir) a,td)) in all ases 
at law which inYC>lve 1he tide°' possesskltl or rtal property, 
or lhe ltgaOryoi any we;, Impost, assessmt'n1, toll, ot munfci. 
p.tl fine, and in .ill ocher cases in which tht ~mand o, the 
value ol 1he propetty In a:intrOYersy :imounts co thtee thou­
sand doll.m °' as 0<hetWlse detetmined by law,°' a tesser 
sum In exces.s of the jurisdiction grantNt to juscicrs of 1hl? 
peace n.nd ocher inferior couns, and In all criminal cases 
amoundng ,o felony, and In an cases of misdt!rneanor noc 

Alyoot pttdnct'spoU~plaa-. Thi.' natl'l(>and numb« a,eonyou, 
Nglslnll.lon aid and !he loation k publbhfd in the newtpapc,, 
tome:tim~ !he 'Attk bC'foro tho t!l«iion. You tNY aho c.all you, 
(ll)Unty •udi-.W. 

Poll, ;vcoptt'I f,om 7:00 a.m. lO 8:00p.m.. 

Howto...o~ 

ltirte ~!hod, ol voli'1 :ue UliNI in Wuhlngton Su~: punchc;a,d, 
ltWf machW', 1,nd ~, bllloL bch county ~ one o, " 
oomblnallon olthcs.e melhods. If you Med a.sslwi~, you may ~iic 
an <'k-dk>n workc-r IO e,q,l.1ln MIN to uw: your county's vodr« 
dcMcr Of baUoL 

1, tltgu:l;u Abtenlte 8allot: d you cannot voce In PfflCN'I, you 
may VO. by •bscnftbal.lot. You mayrttqueSt o ~ MIIOI.. 
cilhcf in pcnon Of by nu\"I, U Nriy U .,5 days bc(Ott lhe ek!<tlor\ 
bul nc> l.aJN lha.n I.hr day lx,io,(' lhe ('l«Oon. 

bctpl• If )'Ol,I a,~ con(W!d to &he- ho~I and vme 
•dmlucid no c;11l'c!r dwn taw IUys bC!foro IN! eltdlon, )'Olol IN)' 

othetwise provided fo, by law; of actions of forcible enuy 
a.ncf detainer; of p,oceedlngs In lnsol'JtOC)'; ol aaloos 10 
prevent OI' iOOte a nuisance; of all ma.uers or pfObate, of 
divorc:e. and b a.nnuJmentof ~rriage; and £0t such special 
c.i.ses and proceedings as are not ocherwise J)(()Yided b . TM 
supe,iotc;oun sh.ill alsoha\·C:original jurisdlaion in all cases 
ilnd of ;111 pmceed'ings In whlch Jurlsdlaion shall not havt' 
been by 1.JW vested exdus;lvety In some ocher coun.; ;1nd said 
coun $hall have the pcM""et ol naturill.utlon and to Issue 
papers therefo,. They shall have such appellate Jurisdlaion 
in Qse5 arising in justices' and other inferior courts in 1helt 
respective counties as may be prescribed by l.tw. They Wit 
atwaY5 be open, excepc on nonjudlcl.11 d.1ys, and 1helt 
process shall exiend1oall pan:sol1he swe. Said couru ;1nd 
their judges shall have power to b,sue writs of mandamus, 
quo warro1nto, review, ceniorari, ptohibidon, ~ writs of 
hJbeas corpus, on pe:thion by« on bchalr of any person In 
actual a.,stOdy in thcir,espcaM" councit:s. lnJunaions and 
writs:of prohibition and of habeas COtpus m.1ybe: iSSU<'d and 
seMd on lepl holld•ys ond nonjudicial day>. 

SE IT FURniER RESOl VEO, That the seaec.ary of SI.alt: 
shall c.1use noclce of the foregoing constitudonal amend· 
men1 IO be publlshecl at le.ast four 1lmes during tht iourwttks 
next precedlng the election lt1 every legal newspaper in the. 
SUte, 

apply lor ;1n 1,b,enice b;illol 14> IO and Including I.he cby ol lht ·-2. Servi« ~1« &tlot Mcmbcn ,:J !he ml lt~ry lotfVIQC mi,y 
apply fOI' an abl('n~ ballot at any lime. Such JCn'lai voern will be, 
m.allc!d "" abs.tnttt ballol fo, &ht- M>J pr5maryo, gener.tl election. 
or ,pccli,f clcd.ion IO be hdd w~nt io the date of appSk.adot\. 

l. Sp«bl Abtentft' &i,tloc: A YOffl who ii working outside Ifie 
~inenul Unilt'd Sui1N ~ will bt- unable to reiurn a qu4r 
~ ballot by notmal man dclfvt-fy """Y apply r°' " t,pedi,1 
abtffl1tt ballot 90days bc!fore !he ptlma,yo, gcne,1f el«:IJon. The 
special ~ bfllol wlll coni:.ln lhe ofl1ct:f and mtUUl't'S, ii 
known. Khc;.,dulcd IO awe~ on ltMI b,llot loo COOl'lty M.ldl!ot win 
include" lls;1 of Cill1dldatn ~ ha'<'CI 61cd Md, 11.t of any h~ 
that h;1ve been ~f('rm;I IO the b•llot ~,o lhc ,ppUatlon wu flied, 

The voter m1y use the fPCd•I abltnecci bi,llot IOwTl\c fn &he-n.vnc 
ol .ton ~lialb4t- (;.lndld.ile '°' ei,d, omc:c ~ vow on ~rrr ll'ltlSYl'O, 

4. Ongoing Al>wrltHI 8alk>t: If you ate a d~bk-d penon oc a 
ptnon OVN lhe ag~ ol' 6S, you rn1y 1,pply k,r talus U M oo,plng 
1,b~l'lltt YOIN. This; will c-nlilk: you to aucom~ lty ~ Ml 
a~l'llff ballot fo, Nch ,~uMt elt<lion lht0ugh Ji,nua,yol lhc 
ntl« ocfd..NJffibertd y('H, N. chit tffflC', the CO!.W!Cy aud:.SO, will 
au!Omatfally no1il'y rou and pem,k ~ to 11!nc!W yoor """M as "" 
onao,log .abk-nitt vote,. Con1.ac.1 the CX)l.ln4y •udilOt fo, 1,n appli· 
atlon. 
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