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Statement for 
THE COURTS NE'ED MORE FlEXIBIUTYTHAN IN 18a9 

The origin•J Consci1u6on provided tha. counties could 
halfe three Court Commissioners regardless of the a>unty's 
population. Thousands of lawsuits are filed each rear. 
Coutu have ,ntemptM IQ ad.apt aod dear with inctei1$ing 
court congestion withou1 adding motl'! judges. One ~regy 
h;u bN!n K> create sped1try Court Commlsslonc.Y:$ in the 
., .. , or ment•I heal1h and family law. Thls hilS helped, y,,1 
lacks flexibility among coun1iesor different populations ;1nd 
Vj,ying votumes of court ases. 

THE WASHINGTON COMMISSION ON TRIAL COURTS 
RECOMMENDED THIS AMENDMENT 

In 1990, 1he a,;,r fu,crce or 1he Washlngion SI.Uc 
Supttmo Court appoln1<d 1he Washlngion Commission oo 
Trial Courts. This Comrrtissfon recommenooo lhat the llmi1 
or 1httt COU• CommJss.,..... fo, tach ""'"'Y bo ch•ng«l. 
The duties o( Court Commlssi~rs. hc:,wei.,er. remains un
thang<d, por/onnlna dual .. such •• p,obatc p<oceedlngs. 
Issuing 1empor,1,y restr•lning orders ,1nd hearing 
uncontfsted dvi I ma.um.. Decisions()( Cout1 Commissioners 
•re s.,bj•a io review by an elea<d judge. Commi"""""' 
peo()fmlng less cornpllcal'ed aaivitles avord add!tiOnal ptr· 
m.1nen1 Judgeships. 

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS Will DECIDE 
COUNTY-SY-COUNTY 

COUn1y c:ommlSSioners.,. respons,blc (tlr budgeting !he 
cosas ~ counhouse operation. They •t~ able to dcttrmlne 
how maoy Commi5Sioners art needed and sec the! r compen. 
satlon. N\en1al health afld fami ly l1w r.ommr.uie>nctS would 

Official Ballot Title: 

Shall each county legislative body establish 
the number of Superior Court Commis
sioners and the constitutional limit of three 
be repealed? 

The law as it now exists: 
'rh@Slate ConsriMion now limits the number of Superior 

COU. COfnmissioocr, who can bo appolnred by the Supe,lor 
Court tudgcs In each (C)Unty 10 a maximum of 1hrtoe c:ommis
.siol'l('rS. These gtneral Coull Commlssfonel'S are (Onstiru-

bo ellmlnall!d from ga,e ,..,uces. Th<!re would bo only one 
rypeof coun CommiSSioner with auchotlty as in1Mdecf in !he 
Constilui Ion. This wovtd give the imxlmum Re:xibil lry to use, 
Commi$one,s .1.nd hold down CO$lS ol coun aaions. 

SUPPOAT THIS CHANCE FROM TH£ ARCHAIC 

This constitutional amendmem ls a small but meaning· 
ru1 5iep ln combi11ln3 wun congestion .ind in meetfng the 
changing needs in individual counties. It de5e'fves your 
suppon. 

• 
Rebuttal of Statement against 

Coun Commissioners are qualified auorneys with Judi· 
c1,1 skills. None are paid seo,ooo. Uke elected judgt.!$, 
Co,nm1SSlonet> •re sub)ea IO eihlcal review by lhc!Judlci•I 
Conduct Commission.. 

All couo Commisslonet ct«i,rons ate subJea to re.few 
byanclecl<'djudg<,upon"""""'or.nypany(RCW2.2<.05-0). 

Our crucf al I~ 1$ ne:xlbl I lty to deilf with in<JNSed dvll 
castlcw:Js In i stoue whose popu1ation has increased 10 ne,1rly 
5,000.000 people. COUo Commisslonc,s are • p,aalcal, 
cosi-clfecclve, J)(O\'Cn soludon. 
Votut Pamphl" St.ttmfflt Ptfplred by: 

SE.NATott CARY NElSON, Chait, Senn,,: L,w & Ju1;lke Commit• 
iee; REPRESENT ATM MARUN APflflW,CK, Cha!,, Houte J\dl. 
d ary Coommluce. 

Advitory Commlutc: THE HONOltABlE FA:£0 H. OORt Chief 
tuWce, Washh1g1en S14>tctne CellKt; THE HONOlilABLE TtO 
KOl.BA8A. Pf'l!Sldcm. Aun. ofS~IOr CCM.lfl fud~ Oi..utlES J. 
KLAIUCH,. Pre5iclcfll. Wuhlngton Slatll Au-n. dCoundcr. LO'NtU 
K. HAlVUSON, Pmidenc,. Washington ~I.(! Bat M'IONtlon. 

- ._. __________________ , 



t"""1 ly l;mne,;I ,o th<>c ,..ocr,oo, and do 00! po<,.!! !he full 
P'l""<" of• 5"pe'* coort 1'-'(!g2. nie,. eomrn;.,;,.,.,. 
ha,, '""'°'''Y to p0rr<>,m OutK!S ,oa, a i ,<1&< <an pe,<o,m " 
,oa .. be ... "'' <I<!>'.>'"'""'· "d """""" othe, o,,,.,... 
conottu!d wl,t> ,he admln;,r, ,olon ol jo~;"' ,s on,s,,;t,eo by 
law, n.., <k<:l>lon> ol the Comm,,,_.,. "' "'bJe<t IO 
._..;sioo by th< 5"pe,,e< Coo~ J;dge,. 

The effect of House Joint Resolution 
4218, if approved into law: 

Tho o,,ly ,:ltang,, would bl! Kl delttc lhe ""'"-'""-' 
l;mOaSoo ol l>a,,n8 a ma,;mum ol ,..,. S,pe,.,,. Cou<t 
Commis<;onm ,n ,ach 00"'1ty n,.,.,v,oold be oo ch,nge 
,n !he ''°"'°"' "' >utitotlly of ,h< Coo n Comml,s,ooe,~ 
n.., n,mbo, or C"'"1 Coa,m ;";°"'~ an each ,oooty "°"Id 
bo oettrmlO<O by ,,,., 1<:i!;,1.,;,e '"'"o"ty of that rnonty, oot 
by th< coort. 

Statement against 
Coon Comm,"'°"'" ~ , bUght on 001 1<><;", I 'J"'"' 

,,_ "" ""'"""''"I la"l""" wl-., opt b, tn, ,«,,;ry of 
thls appoloted po,;,,.,., ,no '" seo,ooo l"Y<""''· 

Comm.sslor>ers a,e not aaang ,s '"" Con~,1"',on p,o
,odes .. m.,k;ng "oocooo,sreo• dec,,;on,. Th<,e ,e~ns,bl 1;. 
,.,. '" fo, olecte([ ,Ktot,ot,b•e JOO!!"', not appo;n,OO, 
ut1tlected y,d uoacrou'TIAblo Comme,;,o,,ers , 

ae,;,,,, Comml""'-', ,,,; ,ea, lose 1hel, '""" ''"'"""' 
,; gh~; no dgN to an ''"""" of p,<J,d"'", oo "ght to ,,o,e,1 
on lhe ""''" , and most , mport,otly, no nght t<> ,peak' n,;, 
f"OPO"° ~,o,,al omendm<nt ;, bad jc,;J;, ... 1 n,lo,m 
Cood goy•nm,ent """ """'"1 '"d "'I"'"" aoo,um,b;l ,,y. 
Wa,h,ogtoo ""'' """'3 more S<Jpe,,o, Court Judges, but oot 

moo, un~ect<d. ""'""°""''~' c,,.,n Commlsslo"""· 
C.<,nm;,.;ontr, dec,dt mos, fam,ly law case,, s..c,,,. 

•""Y tor.rat, !,1 .. ~"""""'"' a,,d ttie, """" "' d,scljli ;.,. 
pan,« lcr pe,j,,y, fam,ly "'"" ;, det•sl.,,ly known " 
"pe, l"'Y ,;oun" "' ·1, ... """"-"'° ic,;J!!"' c,o be "'""""'°· 0,0 Comm ,.,;on..-. "'m" o 
''"I!' ;, tho " ""'"' and !"~ 1,,, • ,ogs. 1h,y .,,. tQt>d, ,.;tt, 
""'"Y. Q,,ffium,ni Comm;"''°"" """"'"' "'"' t,me ,od 

'""""'. bo,h of wh "" ""' "~ '"'JO'''Y °' "'"' " "°"' "'"" 
lo«g"ty ,od acC<>,Jotab,l,ty '" "'" JOO;c,"'I ""'"'"" 

JOOt:"' who have •esped fo,- the '""~"""°"'I "~' of 
<;ti,ld,eo aoo pa,em,. o;'"'"' "too easy '" w,<n,ogo,n 
Comm,"'"""" oot 0011 d,vmce """'"'· but !hey al,o 
o,"""' d,;ld,eo f,om one ol ,ne,, I"''"°" by '"'"""ly 
ow,,,J,ng ,ot,, wslt>d1, Comm,"'""'" do oot ,eol,,e oh< 

"!"'" cant ,rr.-ct ""'" "''"~"'" ho,e "" th< I ,ve, of l)<Qj)le 
who appe., befo,e them, 

Rebuttal of Statement for 
Tho pn,poc,on~ a$k yoo ,o allow the ,ppo;otment of 

,nl,m,o,d nombe" ol OJun Comm<"I"""''· ""' subj.a to 
elect,on o, p<Jbl ,c "";ew, who ,.;.i "''" ,;,..,,11, the ..,..., 
power>" ,lecteo iOOges. 

App:,1 ot;ng """" serood-class p,e,ioo. jOOge< ,,;11 not 
,ol,e any,hlng, and wH I ool 1 >Oclto !he rn>t ,oo ;neffidcncy 
of ohe present system by ,do Ing ,co,e, ol "°''"""° offi '"'' 

w, ,ejoct«i, ,;m;,., p<opo»I ;, 1981 we m,~ do«> 
ag.,.n, Ple,,e vote "NO". 

Fo, mo,e ,nfo,-mot;on c,,11 1,0.1 S"· 73< 0. 

BILL HA .. lNGTO'J, P.-,""'"1. f,O,,,n R,gh•c C<EN >TOL.~ 
,~,,d,al f,m,ly ()d~~ C•aguo, C"'-Rl[< C IMi,H. '"'"~ --
...,,.,.,- (omm;Lt,., N.VA LONG, "'"''"''· "'"' '"""~' 
COClEEN N.C<N GAAOY, "''°'"''· "'"" Co,">"; CYNO< 
Mo .. tN, V•"'°""'' ...,..,,L 5w,nd W,><> and ~ ... ,,.,tt,,n 

"" Es••I •,,,, ,n """"'" LOL.A ,,,ou:, '"'"'' '"'"""
C••"""'"'U fo, '"""" la S,,,,o, G""""''~'"", ,><0,<CM 
.. lAUL T, o.,i,,gh,m.!'n,,.bo. VCX"JJ, v;ci,m>o,<l,,ld ""= 
""'· 



COMPLETE TEXT OF 
Senate Joint 
Resolution 8203 (con't.) 

exist not matt th.an one yea,. Commission member$ shaJI ~ 
appointed by the So""""' with ot fe.ut one-thlnl or the 
memben to COASiSl d membersol 1he leg,slature and elected 
coonry officials. A new county home n.1te conwnlssion with 
1he wme membership qualiftcations, which sh.111 exiR no 
longe< 1h;in • one-year perMld, ,hall bo appolnied by the 
govemo, to redraft any ol the alt('Jnative ·Home Rule• 
ctwte,s, whenever the!! leglsfatutt en.aru: le,gi.sl;1don calllng 
b the ere.lion of a new temporary home tule commission. 
M fM ;u praak:al. all comrnlsslon:s created undettt\is sealon 
shall be rep,~naativeof rN1jotgoogro1phic .i,e;uof ihestate 
and the ..,,.,s domogOlpl,fc dl>1rlbuuon. 

A single ah,emative charter tr\il.y be svbmlned at an 
electron to VO(e,s or any county for their approval and 
ratifica1ion. or rejection, uJ)O(I eilhet: to An ordinance 
odopced by the c:oumy logl~aii•e authotl1y: or (2) the Ollng 
ol a petlOon alling for an tltctkln wtiich is sigoed by 
regisceted votcfS or the (OUntyequal In numbet ID ten percent 
d 1he \l()(et5 VOiing it dl!! last f>(tteding genc,al election in 
the counl)I. Upon apprOYal and ratlOl'llllon of a dimer by 
the voters ol the county under this section, the C.'haruir shill 
become the organic law or the county. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOL YEO. that the secretary o( SUte 
$ha.II c.ause n0ticeof the fotegoing consthutiOf'l.al inlefldmenc 
1obe publi"1ed •• l<a>1 lourdmesdurlng1he w-ks,,.,. 
preceding Lhe rfocdon in every legal newspaper in 1he ~,iile 
.ind that the ballOt 1itle of~ foregoing conslil:udonal amend
menc ,hall be: ·shall an additional procedure be pe,mfued 
10 simplify Che proceu by whlth a proposed COUMy dlane< 
Is placed upon 1he ballo,!" 

COMPLETE TEXT OF 
House Joint 
Resolution 4218 

8E IT RESOLVED, BYlHE SENAT£AND"1HE 1-0USE· 
OF REPRESENTATIV1:S OF THE ST AT£ Of WASHINGTON, 
IN LEGISV,TIVE SESSION ASSEMBLED: 

THAT, Al the next general eleoion to be held in th!$ sta1t 
there shall be suomltted co che quatmed -.sol lhe Slace for 
their approval and ratlficadon. or re}ection, an .voendmenc 
to Mic~ IV, section 23 of che Constltudon of the 5tilte <:A 
Washing1on to n?ad a:s follows: 

Ntlcle IV, searon 13. There may be appointed ln each 
county, bt the judged the superior aiurt having jurisdiCtion 
therein, one 01 mon: co1,1r1 commissloners. ((, 10t ocMng 
ch,ee io noml,e,)) who ,nall haY<, au,ho,ily 10 perform Ulce 
duiles as • fudge of ,he superio, coun " chambe,s, sut,Joa 
to revtslon by such judge, to take depositions and to ~rfom't 
such 'olher business conneaed wtch ,he admlnlsUalion or 
justice as m.ly be presaibed by law. The number of court 
commlll/QQffi 1n •ub ""'OIY sh.Iii be determined bx \he 
J:mislatb:c authority of 1h.:u roomy, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,,,,., the,ecres,ryor ..... 
sh.111 a use nodceof the iotfgoingconstltudonal amendment 
tobe publlshed" , .. ., fourtimes during the fourweel<, ne,a 
preceding the efealon ln oYe<y legol newspaper ln the stale. 

LANGUAGE ASSISTANCE 

In many inst1nces, assislance can be p,ovlded 10 1hose who have diffiwhy reading this pamphll!I 
because their primary language is not English. fo, more inform.1tion, c.all the secrerary of State Voter 
1nrormatioo H011ine at 1°8()0.4-48°4381. 

NOIE: hnport,1nt new election laws take effed n,•,t ye,ir. 
Please read page ,t thoroughly. 
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