SENATE JOINT
RESOLUTION 8200

PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT

Note: The baliot title and explanatory statement were written by the
Attorney General as required by law. The complete text of Senate
Joint Resolution 8200 begins on page 14.

Vote cast by the 1989 Legislature on final passage:
HOUSE: Yeas, 97; Nays, 0; Absent or not voting, 1.
SENATE: Yeas, 43; Nays, 0; Absent or not voting, 6.

Statement for

VICTIMS OF CRIME DESERVE RIGHTS
WHICH ARE PROTECTED BY THE
WASHINGTON STATE CONSTITUTION

Many victims of crime have expressed regret at
havinginsufficientinvolvement in the prosecution of crimi-
nal cases because victims have very few rights. This
amendment to the Washington State Constitution will
establish and protect the rights of crime victims. The
resolution will give our citizens more confidence that our
criminal justice system is truly fair.

VICTIMS SHOULD BE GIVEN REASONABLE
ACCESS TO THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM

We cannot have an effective criminal justice system
without the active participation of crime victims. Victims
are able to explain the impact of the crimes on their lives
andthe resulting traumato their families. The courts need
to understand the full ramifications of the crime commit-
ted. ltis also time that this state recognizes that crime
victims have an inherent right to participate in the sen-
tencing of criminal offenders.

SJR 8200 WILL GIVE VICTIMS OF CRIME A
VOICE IN THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM

Victims of felonies will have the right to be informed
of the time and date of trial, and all other proceedings
which the defendant has the right to attend. A victim may
attend all criminal proceedings, subject to the discretion
of the judge. A victim may also make a statement at the
defendant’s sentencing and at any hearing where the de-

Official Ballot Title:

Shall the State Constitution be amended to
provide that victims of charged felony crimes
shall have certain basic fundamental rights?

The law as it now exists:

The Washington State Constitution does not contain
any provisions specifically relating to victims of crime nor
does it create any victims’ rights.

fendant’s release is being considered. Nothing in this reso-
lution will slow prosecutions or be cause for a reversal of a
conviction.

VOTE "YES" ON SJR 8200

Victims of crime who are involved inthe judicial process
deserve the right to be treated with dignity, respect and
fairness. A "YES® vote will ensure that victims of crime are
afforded meaningful involvement in the critical stages of the
criminal justice process.

Voters Pamphlet Statement Prepared by:
KENT PULLEN, State Senator; JAY R. INSLEE, State Representa-
tive; KEN EIKENBERRY, Attorney General.



The effect of SJR 8200,
if approved into law:

This measure would amend the State Constitution to
declare certain basic fundamental rights for victims of a
crime which is charged as afelony. A felony is now defined
as a crime punishable by one year or more of imprisonment.
Avictim would be entitled, after giving noticetothe prosecut-
ing attorney, to be informed of, and subject to the discretion
of the court, the right to: (1) attend trial and all other court
proceedings that the defendant has a right to attend; (2)
make a statement at the time of sentencing and any pro-
ceeding where a defendant’s release is considered. Such
statements would be subject to rules of procedure.

If the victim is deceased, incompetent, unable to at-
tend, or is a minor, a representative can be designated to
exercise the victim’s rights.

Statement against

State law requires that the argument and rebuttal state-
ment against a constitutional amendment be written by one
or more members of the state Legislature who voted against
that proposed measure on final passage or, inthe event that
no such member of the Legislature consents to prepare the
statement, by any other responsible individual or individuals
to be appointed by the Speaker of the House of Represen-
tatives, the President of the State Senate, and the Secretary
of State. No legislator who voted against Senate Joint
Resolution 8200 or other individual opposing the measure
consented to write an argument against the measure for
publication in this pamphlet.




which the article is used. The moneys collected as a
result of the increase specified in this séction shall be de-
Posited in the general fund for transfer to the children’s
nitiative fund.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 10. IMPLEMENTATION OF
INCREASED TAXES, The director of revenue shallimme-
diately take all necessary steps, within the authority granted
to the director under RCW 82.01.060, to ensure that any
new or increased taxes imposed to carry out the pur-
poses of this act are assessed and collected on the
applicable effective date of such tax increases.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 11. SEVERABILITY. Ifany
provision of this act or its application to any person or
circumstance is held invalid, the remainder of the act or
the application of the provision to other persons or cir-
cumstances is not affected.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 12. CONSTRUCTION. The
provisions of this act are to be liberally construed to
effectuate the policies and purposes of this act. In the
event of conflict between the provisions of this act and
any other act, the provisions of this act shall govern.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 13. CAPTIONS. As usedin
this act, captions constitute no part of the law.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 14. SHORTTITLE., This act
shall be known as the children’s initiative act,

NEW SECTION. Sec. 15. LEGISLATIVE DIREC-
TIVE. Sections 1 through 3 and 5 through 7 of this act
shall constitute a new chapter in Title 74 RCW.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 16. EFFECTIVE DATE.
This act shall take effect June 1, 1990.

COMPLETE TEXT OF
@6 Senate Joint
Resolution No. 8200

THAT, At the next general election to be held in this state
there shall be submitted to the qualified voters of the state
for their approval and ratification, or rejection, an amend-
ment to Article |, section -- of the Constitution of the state
of Washington to read as follows:

Article |, section -, Effective law enforcement
depends on cooperation from victims of crime. To ensure
victims a meaningful role in the criminal justice system
and to accord them due dignity and respect, victims of
crime are hereby granted the following basic and funda-
mental rights,

pon notifying the prosecuting attorney, a victim
of a crime charged as a felony shall have the right to be
informed of and, subject to the discretion of the individual
presiding over the trial or court proceedings, attend trial
and all other court proceedings the defendant has the
right to attend, and to make a statement at sentencing
and at any proceeding where the defendant's release is
considered, subject to the same rules of procedure which
govern the defendant's rights. In the event the victim is
deceased, incompetent, a minor, or otherwise unavail-
able, the prosecuting attorney may identify a representa-
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tive to appear to exercise the victim's rights. This provi-
sion shaanot constitute a basis for error in favor of a
defendant n a criminal proceeding nor a basis for provid-
ing a victim or the victim's representative with court ap-
pointed counsel,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the secretary
of state shall cause notice of the foregoing constitutional
amendment to be published at least four times during the
four weeks next preceding the election in every legal
newspaper in the state.

COMPLETE TEXT OF
@g Senate Joint
Resolution No. 8202

THAT, At the next general election to be held in
this state there shall be submitted to the qualified voters
of the state for their approval and ratification, or rejection,
anamendmentto Article |V, section 31 of the Constitution
of the state of Washington to read as follows:

Article IV, section 31 .




