
Senate Joint 
Resolution 133 
PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 

Vote cast by the 1981 Legislature on final passage: 
HOUSE: Yeas, 97; Nays, 1; Absent or Not Voting, 0. 
SENATE: Yeas, 46; Nays, O; Absent or Not Voting, 3. 

Statement for 

SJR 133 WIU AID CITIZENS AND SPONSORS OF 
INITIATIVES 

To qualify an initiative. the constitution presently requires 
the collection of signatures equal to 8% of the votes cast for 
governor in the last gubernatorial election. This causes great 
confusion for sponsors of initiatives to the legislature. because 
the election for governor occurs right in the middle of the 
period allotted for gathering signatures. Since the number of 
signatures required invariably jumps upward after a new gu
bernatorial election, sponsors presently are faced with a dilem
ma. They do not know in advance what the new signature 
total will be, and they must either ask their workers to turn in 
signatures prematurely to meet the first deadline, thereby 
shortening their signature-gathering time, or else use the full 
time allotted, but risk a huge jump in the number of signatures 
that must be collected. 

SJR 133 nicely solves the problem by keeping the 8% rule 
intact, but specifying that it refers to the last gubernatorial 
election at the time of filing of the text of the initiative with the 
secretary of state. 

SJR 133 WIU SAVE TAXPAYERS MONEY 
SJR 133 directly repeals parts of the constitution previously 

repealed by reference, but which remain codified . This will re
duce costs associated with administering the present confusing 
language. Also, SJR 133 lengthens the t ime the secretary of 
state has to certify an initiative to the legislature, thereby 
allowing the certification to proceed in an orderly and cost-ef
fective fashion. 
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Official Ballot Title: 
Shall certification of initiatives to the leg
islature be required within forty days of 
filing and legislatively ordered referenda 
thereon prohibited? 

The law as it now exists: 
Our State Constitution provides four methods for direct 

participation by the voters in the passage of laws: Initiatives to the 
people, initiatives to the legislature, referenda referred to the voters 
by the legislature and referenda required by the voters. 

For initiatives submitted to the legislature. the Secretary of State 
must transmit to the legislature at the beginning of each session those 
initiatives which have sufficient signatures which have been filed with 

VOTE "YES" ON SJR 133 
SJR 133 was overwhelmingly passed by the legislature. It 

has strong support of groups all across the state. Vote forSJR 
133. 

Voters Pamphlet Statement Prepared by: 

KENT PULLEN, State Senator; BOB EBERLE, State Representative; ELLEN 
CRASWELL. State Senator. 

Advimry Committee: RALPH MUNRO, Secretary of State. 

the Secretary of State's Office up to ten days prior to the 
commehcement of the legislative session. The Secretary of State thus 
must under the constitution validate those initiative signatures within 
that relatively short period of time. 

The effect of Senate Joint 
Resolution No. 133, 
if approved into law: 

The basic constitutional provisions governing in1t1at1ves and 
referenda would not be changed by SJR No. 133 although they would 
be reorganized for the purposes of readability and incorporation of 
prior constitutional amendments. 

This proposed constitutional amendment would. however. make 
two substantive changes. 

First, the amendment would give the Secretary of State forty days 
to validate the signatures on initiative petitions to the legislature. The 
Secretary of State would be authorized to provisionally certify the ini· 
tiative to the legislature pending final certification of the measure. 

State law requires that the argument and rebuttal statement 
against a constitutional amendment be written by one or more 
members of the state Legislature who voted against that pro
posed measure on final passage or, in the event that no such 
member of the Legislature consents to prepare the statement, 
by any other responsible individual or individuals to be ap
pointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives, the 
President of the State Senate, and the Secretary of State. No 
legislator who voted against Senate Joint Resolution 133 or 
o ther individual opposing the measure consented to write an 
argument against the measure for publication in this pamphlet. 

Second, the legislature would be prohibited from ordering a ref
erendum on a measure which it has adopted in response to an 
initiative to the legislature. 

NOTE: The ballot title and explanatory statement were written 
by the Attorney General as required by state law. The 
complete text of Senate Joint Resolution 133 begins on page 
17. 
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(2) Any person who has the control, custody, or possession of 
any property and who delivers any of the property to the personal 
representative or legal representative of the decedent outside Wash
ington without first paying, securing another's payment of, or 
furnishing security for payment of the taxes due under this chapter is 
liable for the taxes due under this chapter to the extent of the value of 
the property delivered. Security for payment of the taxes due under 
this chapter shall be in an amount equal to or greater than the value of 
all property delivered to the personal representative or legal repre
sentative of the decedent outside Washington by such a person. 

(3) For the purposes of this section, persons who do not have 
possession of a decedent's property include anyone not responsible 
primarily for paying the tax due under this section or their transferees, 
which includes but is not limited to mortgagees or pledgees, stock
brokers or stock transfer agents, banks and other depositories of 
checking and savings accounts, safe-deposit companies. and life insur
ance companies. 

(4) For the purposes of this section, any person who has the 
control, custody, or possession of any property and who delivers any 
of the property to the personal representative or legal representative 
of the decedent may rely upon the release certificate or the release of 
nonliability certificate, furnished by the department to the personal 
representative, as evidence of compliance with the requirements of 
this chapter, and make such deliveries and transfers as the personal 
representative may direct without being liable for any taxes due under 
this chapter. 

NEW SECTION. Sec. 83.100.130. REFUND FOR OVERPAY
MENT Whenever it is determined that a personal representative has 
overpaid the tax due under this chapter, the department may refund 
the amount of the overpayment together with interest at the then 
existing statutory rate of interest. No claim for refund may be initiated 
more than one year after the date of the federal tax has been first 
paid. 

NEW SECTION. Sec. 83.100.140. CRIMINAL ACTS RELATING 
TO EST A TE TAX RETURNS. Any person who wilfully fails to file a 
Washington estate tax return when required by this chapter or who 
wilfully files a false return commits a gross misdemeanor as defined in 
chapter 9A RCW and shall be punished as provided in Title 9A RCW 
for the perpetration of a gross misdemeanor. 

NEW SECTION. Sec. 83.100.150. ADMINISTRATION BY DE
PARTMENT - ACTION FOR COLLECTION OF TAX - APPEAL. (1) The 
department may collect the tax provided for in this chapter, including 
applicable interest and penalties, and shall represent this state in all 
matters pertaining to the same, either before courts or in any other 
manner. The department, through the attorney general, may institute 
proceedings for the collection of this tax and any interest and penalties 
on the tax. The superior court for any county which has assumed 
lawful jurisdiction over the property of the decedent for general pro
bate or administration purposes under the laws of Washington shall 
have jurisdiction to hear and determine all questions in relation to the 
tax arising under the provisions of this chapter. If no probate or 
administration proceedings have been taken out in any court of this 
state, the superior court for the county in which the decedent was a 
resident, if the decedent was a domiciliary, or, if the decedent was a 
nondomiciliary, any court which has sufficient jurisdiction over the 
property of the decedent, the transfer of which is taxable, to issue 
probate or administration proceedings thereon, had the same been 
justified by the legal status of the property or had the same been 
applied for, shall have jurisdiction. Any such court first acquiring juris
diction shall retain the same to the exclusion of every other. 

(2) Nothing in this chapter denies the right of appellate review as 
provided by law and the Washington appellate rules. 

NEW SECTION. Sec. 83.100.160. (1) The following chapters and 
their session law bases are each repealed: Chapters 83.01, 83.04, 
83.05, 83.08, 83.12, 83.14, 83.16, 83.20, 83.24, 83.28, 83.32, 83.36, 
83.40, 83.44, 83.48, 83.52, 83.58, 83.60, and 83.98 RCW. 

(2) These repeals shall not be construed as affecting any existing 
right acquired under the statutes repealed or under any rule, regula
tion, or order adopted pursuant thereto; nor as affecting any proceed· 
ing instituted thereunder. 

NEW SECTION. Sec. 83.100.170. As used in this act. section 
captions constitute no part of the law. 

NEW SECTION. Sec. 83.100.180. Sections 83.100.010 through 
83.100.150 of this act shall constitute a new chapter in Title 83 RCW to 
be designated chapter 83.100 RCW. 

NEW SECTION. Sec. 83.100.190. This act shall take effect 
January 1. 1982. 

Senate Joint Resolution 107 
BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE SENA TE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON. IN LEGISLATIVE SESSION AS· 
SEMBLED: 
THAT, At the next general election to be held in this state there 

shall be submitted to the qualified voters of the state for their approval 
and ratification, or rejection. an amendment to Article IV, section 23 of 
the Constitution of the state of Washington to read as follows: 

Article IV, section 23. There may be appointed in each county, by 
the judge of the superior court having jurisidiction therein, one or 
more court commissioners((. not e,ceeeding three in number.)) as 
provided by law who shall have authority to perform ((~ 
judge of the sur,erio, court at enamben. 5ubjeet-t() re .·ision b7 ~I, 
~ to take deposition, 8nd to perform)) such ((other)) business 
connected with the administration of justice as may be prescribed by 
law. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the secretary of state shall cause 
notice of the foregoing constitutional amendment to be published at 
least four times during the four weeks next preceding the election in 
every legal newspaper in the state.· 

Senate Joint Resolution 133 

BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON, IN LEGISLATIVE SESSION AS· 
SEMBLED: 
THAT. At the next general election to be held in this state there 

shall be submitted to the qualified voters of the state for their approval 
and ratification. or rejection, an amendment to Article II, sections 1 and 
1(a) of the state Constitution to read as follows: 

Article II. section 1. The legislative authority of the state of 
Washington shall be vested in the legislature, consisting of a senate 
and house of representatives, which shall be called the legislature of 
the state of Washington. but the people reserve to themselves the 
power to propose bills, laws, and to enact or reject the same at the 
polls, independent of the legislature, and also reserve power, at their 
own option, to approve or reject at the polls any act item, section, 
or part of any bill, act or law passed by the legislature. · 

(a) Initiative: The first power reserved by the people is the initia· 
tive. ((Ten per centum, but in no ease mere than fift 7 tnou5and, of the 
legal ,oter, ,hall be required to~ an, measur-e b-y ~eh 
petition, and)) Every such petition shall include the full text of the 
measure so proposed. In the case of initiatives to the legislature and 
initiatives to the people.the numberof valid signatures of legal voters 
required shall be equal to eight percent of the votes cast for the office 
of governor at the last gubernatorial election preceding the initial filing 
of the text of the 1111tiative measure with the secretary of staie:-

lnitiative petitions shall be filed with the secretary of state not less 
than four months before the election at which they are to be voted 
upon, or not less than ten days before any regular session of the 
legislature. If filed at least four months before the election at which 
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they are to be voted upon. he shall submit the same to the vote of the 
people at the said election. If such petitions are filed not less than ten 
days before any regular session of the legislature, he shall ((trarml"lit the 
se'"' to the legislat1:1re es sooo-~M'ltleS)) certify 
the results withiii forty days of the filing. If certification is not cornpiete 
by the date that the legislature convenes, he shall provisionally certify 
the measure pending final certification of the measure. Such initiative 
measures, wheihercertified or provisionallycertified, shall take prece
dence over all other measures in the legislature except appropriation 
bills and shall be either enacted or rejected without change or 
amendment by the legislature before the end of such regular session. If 
any such initiative measures _shall be enacted by the legislature it shall 
be subject to the referendum petition, or it may be enacted and 
referred by the legislature to the people for approval or rejection at 
the next regular election. If it is rejected or if no action is taken upon it 
by the legislature before the end of such regular session. the secretary 
of state shall submit it to the people for approval or rejection at the 
next ensuing regular general election. ,The legislature may rejed any 
measure so proposed by initiative petition and propose a different one 
dealing with the same subject. and in such event both measures shall 
be submitted by the secretary of state to the people for approval or 
rejection at the next ensuing regular general election. When conflicting 
measures are submitted to the people the ballots shall be so printed 
that a voter can express separately by making one cross (X) for each, 
two preferences. first, as between either measure and neither. and 
secondly. as between one and the other. If the majority of those 
voting on the first issue is for neither. both fail. but in that case the 
votes on the second issue shall nevertheless be carefully counted and 
made public. If a majority voting on the first issue is for either, then the 
measure receiving a majority of the votes on the s~ond issue shall be 
law. 

(b) Referendum. The second power reserved by the people is 
the referendum, and it may be ordered on any act. bill, law, or any 
part thereof passed by the legislature, except such laws as may be 
necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace. health 
or safety, support of the state government and its existing public 
institutions. either by petition signed by the required percentage of the 
legal voters. or by the legislature as other bills are enacted: PROVIDED, 
That the legislature may not order a referendum on any initiative 
measure enacted by the legislature under the foregoing subsection 
(a). ((~~~butin-fl0-~~ffl61'e'~-tt'lirt~ tl"lousand.-~-tne 
iq;el ,oten-fflttll--be-~~•·al'ld make a- .l!lid referendum 
petitm.)) The number of valid signatures of registered voters required 
on a petition forreterendurn of an act oTthe legislature or any part 
thereof. shall be equal to or exceeding four percent of the votes cast 
for the office of governor at the last gubernatorial election preceding 
the filing of the text of the referendum measure with the secretary of 
state. 
--(c) No act. law. or bill subject to referendum shall take effect until 
ninety days after the adjournment of the session at which it was 
enacted. No act, law. or bill approved by a majority of the electors 
voting thereon shall be amended or repealed by the legislature within 
a period of two years following such enactment: PROVIDED, That any 
such act, law, or bill may be amended within -two years after such 
enactment at any regular or~ session of the legislature by a vote 
of two-thirds of all the members elected to each house with full 
compliance with section E: Article~ of the Washington Constitution, 
and no amendatory law adopted ~ accordance with this provision 
shall be subject to referendum. But such enactment may be amended 
orrepealed at any general regular or special election by direct vote of 
the people thereon. 

(d) The filing of a referendum petition against one or more items, 
sections, or parts of any act. law. or bill shall not delay the remainder 
of the measure from becoming operative. Referendum petitions 
against measures passed by the legislature shall be filed w ith the 
secretary of state not later than ninety days after the final adjournment 
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of the session of the legislature which passed the measure on which 
the referendum is demanded. The veto power of the governor shall 
~ot extend to measures initiated by or referred to the people. All 
elections on measures referred to the people of the state shall be had 
at the ((biet,ntal)) next succeeding regular general eledion((,}) following 
the filing of the measure with the secretary of state, except when the 
legislatureshall order a speciafeiedion. Any measure initiated by the 
people or referred to the people as herein provided shall take effect 
and become the law if it is approved by a majority of the votes cast 
thereon: PROVIDED, That the vote case upon such question or mea
sure shall equal one-third of the total votes cast at such election and 
not otherwise. Such measure shall be in operation on and after the 
thirtieth day after the election at which it is approved. The style of all 
bills proposed by initiative petition shall be: "Be it enacted by the 
people of the State of Washington." This section shall not be 
construed to deprive any member of the legislature of the right to 
introduce any measure. ((~-wnole--number- of eleetors-'vmo ,oted 
for-go,ernor at-tne-tegulef-gubernetoriel eleetion ~ preeeding the fil 
ing·ohtny-petitton-ft>r-tne- initieti v"e or for the rderendt:1m sl"lell be -t1,e 
baffl-on .. l,iel, tl"le n1:1mber--0Hegal-~-neee55ar., to sign sttd"I 
petition sl"lall be cOtJnted.)) All such petitions shall be filed with the 
secretary of state. who shall be guided by the general laws in 
submitting the same to the people until additional legislation shall espe
cially provide therefor. This section is self-executing, but legislation 
may be enacted especially to facilitate its operation. 

(t-n,e-legi,lature-,n~-of~ 
~~~;--and-amendments -to- tl,e Con,~to--tne 
~1trgumenu f0Htt'ld--ag8inst--t+te~end amendments ,o 
referred,-~that eecl, 'voter of the~~ffiall recei.e the pt:!blieation et 
!~-fifty-day, before the election at which they are-to be ,oted 
upo,,-.)) 

(e) The legislature shall provide methods of publicity of all laws or 
parts of laws. and amendments to the Constitution referred to the 
people with arguments for and against the laws and amendments so 
referred. The secretary of state shall send one copy of the publication 
to each individual place of residence in the state and shall make such 
additional distribution as he shall determine necessary to reasonably 
assure that each voter will have an opportunity to study the measures 
prior to election. ((Tl"lese pro,i,ions~~forth 
in the last pa~ of section +of-thi5--111'tiele-as- emended b7 tl"le 
se ,entl, · 11mendn ,ent to-the--Ecmtitt1t1or't-6f--thi5-~.)) 

Article II, section l(a). ((INlflA.'fWE5---ANB-- REFERENDUM, 
~REQUIRED. llereafter, the r'ltlmber of .alid signatures of 
legal ,oter, re<1uired ~~-fol< an initiative meas1:1re sl"lall be 
~ to eigl"lt -pe,-eentt:1m of tl,e ffl.lmbet of·..-oters registered -ar,d 

voting fot tl,e offiee of go...emor-~t-1)1"-et:eding ~ 
gubel natorial electi01,. I lereafter. the n1:1mbet<-of--\lillid signett:1res of 
legal ,oten re<1t:1ired t:1pon a-petitioo-fot<-a-r~~ 
legi,latt:1re or en7 part tl"lereof, sl"lell be e<1t:1al to f~-the 
r,umber of .oters registered ~-fot<-the-office--of-go,ernor 
at-the lest pN!eeding regul-ar--gubefflatorial-eleetion:--These- pro,isions 
sttper5ede the re(1t:lirements specified in ~tiori--l--of-tm-ilrtide--~ 
a'"'nded by the se,entri emendn ,ent to #te--£~-tm 
stittei) 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the secretary of state shall cause 
notice of the foregoing constitutional amendment to be published at 
least four times during the four weeks next preceding the election in 
every legal newspaper in the state. 

House Joint Resolution 7 
BE IT RESOLVED. BY TI-IE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

OF THE ST A TE Of WASHINGTON, IN LEGISLATIVE SESSION AS
SEMBLED: 
THAT. At the next general election to be held in this state there 


