
Initiative Measure No. 199 

~------OFFICIAL BALLOT TITLE,--------. 

LEGISLATIVE REAJ'PORTIONMENT AND REDISTRI CTING 

AN ACT R elating to the state legislature a nd legis lative dis tricts; defin
ing forty-nine senatorial a.nd r epresentative d istricts; creating three 
new legislative districts; providing for the number and apportion
m ent of the members of the legislature; increasing the membership 
of the state scna.te by three m embers; substituting census tracts as 
established by the United Sta.tes Bureau of the Census for precincts 
as the basic geographical units from which legislative districts are 
formed; combining such census tracts to form newly created districts 
and to change the boundaries and population of some existing dis
tricts; and repealing certain acts in conflict therewith. 

Be it ena.cte·d by the Peop{e of the 
State of Washington: 

SECTION 1. At the general election 
to be held in 1958, and every four 
y ears thereafter, a senator shall be 
elected for a term of four years from 
the following senatorial districts: 

Second, sixth, seventh, eighth, thir
teenth, fifteenth , twenty-first, twen
t y-sixth, twenty-ninth, thirtieth, 
thirty-first, th irty-second, thirty
third, thirty-fourth, thirty-fifth, 
thirty-sixth, thirty-seventh, thirty
eighth, forty-second, forty-third, 
forty-fourth, forty-fifth , forty-sixth, 
f orty-seventh and forty-eighth. 

In all other senatorial d istricts a 
senator shall be elected in 1960, and 
every four years thereafter, for a 
term of four years: Prov ided. That 
in the forty-ninth district a senator 
shall be elected in 1958 for a term of 
tw o years and th,ereafter the term 
shall be for four years. 

SEC. 2. The senate shall consist of 
forty-nine members. one of whom 
shall be elected from each of the 
forty-nine senatorial districts, const i
tuted as .set forth in Sections 3 
through 51 of this act. 

SEC. 3. First- the counties of Oka
n ogan and Douglas. 

SEC. 4. Second-the counties of 
Ferry, Stevens, and Pend Oreille. 

SEC. 5. Third-the following census 
tracts in the City of Spokane: l, 2, 
11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 27, 28. 

SEC. 6. Fourth-The following cen
sus tracts in the City of Spokane: 29, 
30, 31, 40 and 41, and ~he following 
census tracts in Spokane County: 23, 
24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 

49, 50. 51, 52, Millwood, Rockford, 
F airfield, Waverly and Latah. 

SEC. 7. Fifth-the follow ing census 
tracts in the City of Spokane : 3, 4, 5, 
6, 8, 10, and the following census 
tracts in Spokane County: 1, 2, 3. 4, 
5, 6, 7, 8, 9, JO, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 
17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 30, 31, Deer 
Park. 

SEC. 8. Sixth-the following census 
tracts in the City of Spokane: 17, 18, 
23, 24, 25, 26, 32, 33, 34, 37, 38, 39. 

SEC. 9. Seventh-the following cen
sus tracts in the City of Spokane: 7, 
9, 19, 20, 21, 22, 35, 36, and the fol
lowing census tracts in Spokane 
County: 29, 32, 33, 34, 41, 42, 43, 44, 
45, 46, 47, 48,. 53, 54, Medical Lake, 
Cheney, and Spangle. 

SEC. 10. Eighth-the coun{ies of 
Lincoln, Adams and Grant. 

SEc. 11. N inth-the counties of 
Whitman, Garfield and Asotin. 

SEC. 12. Tenth-the counties of Co
lumbia and Walla Walla. 

SEC. 13. Eleventh Franklin 
County and the following census 
tracts in Benton County: 2, 3, 4, 5, 
6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 17, and Kennewick. 

SEC. 14. Twelfth-Chelan County. 
SEC. 15. Thirteenth - Kittitas 

County and the following census 
tracts in Yakima County: 2, 3, 4, 5, 
6, 7, 8, 12, 13, 14, 15, 17, and Selah. 

SEC. 16. Fourteenth- the following 
census tracts in Yakima County: 9, 
10, 11, 18, 19, and Yakima. 

SEC. 17. Fifteenth- the following 
census tracts in Yakima County: 1, 
16, 20, 21, 24, 25, 26. 27 . . 28, 31, 32, 33, 
34, 35, 36, 37, Sunnyside, Toppenish 
and Wapato. 
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SEC. 18. Sixteenth - Klickitat 
County and the following census 
tracts in Benton County: 1, 11, 12, 
13, 14, 15, 16, 18, 19, 20, and Prosser: 
and the following census tracta in 
Yakima County: 22, 23, 29, 30, 38, 
39, and 40. 

SEC. 19. Seventeenth - Skamania 
County and the following census 
tracts in Clark County: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 
I, 7, 8, 9, 11, 12, 13, and Camas. 

SEc. 20. Eighteenth- the countie1 
of Cowlitz and Wahkiakum. 

SEc. 21. Nineteenth-Pacific County 
and the following census tracts in 
Grays Harbor County: 11, 12., 13, 
Aberdeen and Hoquiam. 

SEc. 22. Twentieth- Lew~ County. 
SEC. 23. Twenty-first - Mason 

County and the following census 
tracts in Grays Harbor County: 6, 7, 
8 , 9 and 10: and the following census 
tracts in Kitsap County: 5, 8, 12, 13, 
14, 15, 16, and Port Orchard. 

SEC. 24. Twenty-second-Thurston 
County. 

SEC. 25. Twenty-third-the follow
ing census tracts in Kitsap County: 
1, 2, 3, 4, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, and Bremer
ton. 

SEC. 26. Twenty-fourth-the Coun
t ies of Clallam and Jefferson and the 
the following census tracts in Grays 
Harbor County: l, 2, 3, 4, and 5. 

SEC. 27. Twenty-fifth-the :follow
ing census tracts in Pierce County: 
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 16, 
Puyallup, and Su.mner. 

SEc. 28. Twenty-sixth-the follow
ing census tracts in Pierce County: 
24, 25, 26, 27, and Ruston: and the 
following census tracts i~ the City of 
Tacoma: 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, and 15. 

SEc. 29. Twenty-seventh-the fol
lowing census tracts in the City of 
Tacoma: 1, 2, 11, 12, 13, 14, 16, 17, 
19, 20 and 21: and census l.ract 8 in 
P ierce County. 

S EC. 30. Twenty-eighth-the f ol
lowing census tracts in Pierce County: 
14, 15, 17, 30, 31, and 32: and the 
following census tracts in the City of 
Tacoma: 22, 23, 24, 31, 32, 33, 34, and 
35. 

SEC. 31. Twenty-ninth- the follow
ing census tracts in Pierce County: 
18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 28, and 29: and 
the following census tractnn the City 
of Tacoma: 18, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, and 
30. 

SEC. 32. Thirtieth-the following 
census tracts in King Count7: H, 15, 

16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 
29, 30, 31, 32, 39, Auburn, Enumclaw, 
and Kent. 

SEC. 33. Thirty-first-the following 
census tracts in King County: 33, 34, 
3~ 36, 37, 3~ 41, 42, 4~ 1, 4~ 46, 47, 
48, 49, 50, 51, 52, 53, 54, 55, 56, 57, 58, 
and 59: and the following census 
tracts in the City of Seattle: S-2 and 
R-1B. 

SEC. 34. Thirty-second- the follow
ing· census tracts in the City of Se
attle: B-2, B-3, B-6, C-1, C-2, C-l, 
C-4, E-1, E-2, E-3, and E-4. 

SEC. 35. Thirty-third-the follow
ing census tracts in King County: 64 
and 65: and the following censu1 
tracts in the City of Seattle: P-2. 
P-3, Q-2, Q-3, R-2, R-3A, R-3B, R-
4A, and R-4B. 

SE't. 36. Thirty-fourth-the follow
ing census tracts in King County: 22, 
23, and the following census tracts in 
the City of Seattle: N-1, N-2, N-3, 
N-4, 0-4A, 0-4B, S-lA, S-1B, and 
S-3. 

SEC. 37. Thirty-fifth-the following 
census tracts in the City of Seattle: 
L-2, L-3, L-4, L -5, M-1, M-2, M-3, 
M-4, M-5, 0-1, 0-2, and 0-3. 

SEc. 38. Thirty-sixth- the follow
ing census tracts in the City of Se-
1ittle: F-lA, F-1B, F -lC, F-2, G-1, 
G-2, G-3, G-4, G-5, G-6, and L-1. 

SEc. 39. Thirty-seven th- the fol
lowing census tracts in the City of 
Seattle: J-1, J-2, J-3, K - 1, K-2, K-3, 
K-4, K-5, P-1, Q-1. 

SEC. 40. Thirty-eighth-the follow
ing census tracts in the County of 
Snohomish: 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 19, 
20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, and 
Snohomish. 

SEC. 41. Thirty-ninth - the fol
lowing census tracts in Snohomish 
County: 6, 7, 8, 15, 16, 17, 18, and 
Everett. 

SEC. 42. Fortieth - th·e following 
census tracts in Snohomish County : 
1, 2, and 3: and the following census 
tracts in Whatcom County: 1, 2, 3, 4, 
5, 6, 7, 8, 10, and 18: and the following 
census tracts in Skagit County: 1, 2. 
3, 4, 5, 13, 14, and Sedro Woolley. 

SEC. 43. Forty-.1rst - the counties 
of Island and San Juan: the follow
ing census tracts in Skagit County: 6, 
7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, Mt. 
Vernon and Anacortes: and the fol
lowing census tracts in the County of 
Snohomish: 4, and 5. 

SEC. 44. Forty-second-the follow
ing census tracts in Whatcom County: 
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t , 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 18, 17, 19 and 
Bellingham. 

SEC. 45. Forty-third-the following 
census t racts in the City of Seattle: 
D - 2, D-3, D-5, D-6, H-1, H-2, H - 3, I-
1, I-2, and 1-3. 

SEC. 46. Forty-fourth- the follow
ing census tracts in King County: 101 
and 102: and the following census 
t racts in the City of Seattle: A-1, A-2, 
A -3, A-4, A-5, B-1 , B -4, and B-5. 

SEC. 47. Forty-fifth-the following 
census tracts in K ing County: 75, 76, 
77, 78, 79, 80, 81, 82, 83, 84, 85, 86, 87, 
88. 89, 98, 99, 100, 103, and 104. 

SEC. 48. Forty-sixth-the following 
census tracts in King County: 90, 91, 
9~ 93, 94, 95, 96, 97,105, 106, IO~ and 
108, and the following census tracts in 
the City of Seattle: C-5, D-1 , D-4, D-
7, D-8, D-9. :P-10, D-11, and D-12. 

SEc. 49. Forty-seventh-the follow
ing census tracts in King County: 1, 
2 , 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 66, 67, 68, 69, 
? O, 71, 72, 73, 74, and Kirkland. 

SEc. 50. Forty-eighth-the follow 
ing census tracts in King County: 11, 
12, 13, 40, 60, 61, 62, 63, and Renton: 
and the following census tracts in the 
City of Seattle: R-lA, R-5A, and R-
5B . 

SEC. 51. Forty-ninth- the following 
census tracts in Clark County: 10 and 
Vancouver. 

SEC. 52. The House of Representa
tives shall consist of ninety-nine 
m embers to be elected from forty
n ine representative Districts. Each 
Senatorial District, as numbered and 
created by this Initiative, shall consti
t ute a RepresentatiYe District bearing 
the same number. 

SEC. 53. The Thirty-first Represen
tative District shall have three repre
sentatives. All other Representative 
Districts shall hav e two representa
th'es. 

SEC. 54. T he terms of office of all 
,;enators and representat ives elected 
u nder the provisions of th is act shall 
commence on the second Monday in 
J anuary following the date of their 
e lect ion. 

SEC. 55. The representatives pro
vided for in this act shall be elected 
at the general election to be held on 
the first Tuesday after the first Mon
day in November, 1958, and every two 
years thereafter. 

STATE OF WASH1NCTON-ss. 

Ssc. 56. Census Tracts referred to 
herein are all the political divisions, 
subdivisions, census tracts and other 
terms to describe census divisions 
used in the current Census division 
system used and approved by United 
States Bureau of the Census of the 
United States Department of Com
merce and the detailed descriptions of 
said divisions together with detailed 
maps are on file and available in the 
Office of P opulation Research and 
Washington State Census Board or 
United States Bureau of Census and 
the boundaries of Census Tracts re
ferred to h ei:ein are the same bound
aries as are shown upon the official 
documents or maps maintained by or 
for the United States Bureau of the 
Census existing as of Januar y 1, 1956, 
having the same corresponding num
bers or names as given to Census po
litical divisions. 

SEc. 57. Any Census tract (divi
sion) not specifically mentioned or in
cluded within the boundaries of any 
senatorial and representative district, 
and which is completely surrounded 
by territory embraced within a par
t icular senatorial and representative 
district, shall be and become a part 
of such senatorial and representative 
district. In case any such Census tract 
(division) is not completely sur
rounded by territory em braced within 
a particular senatorial and represen
tative district, the Census tract (divi
sion) shall be and become a part of 
the senatorial and representative dis
trict having the ·Smallest number 
of electors and having territory ad
joining or cor.tiguous to such Census 
tract (division) in the same county 
in which the Census tract (division) 
is located. 

SEC. 58. Chapter 2, Laws of 1931; 
chapter 20, Laws of 1933; chapter 74, 
Laws of 1933; chapter 221, Laws of 
195 1; and RCW 44.04.020, 44.04.11 0, 
44.08.010, 44.08.020, 44.08.060, 44.08-
.061, '44.12.010, and 44.12.020 are each 
repealed: Provided, That this initi
ative shall not in any way affect the 
membership, districts or other organi
zation of the thirty-fifth legislature 
nor abolish nor shorten any term o! 
office of any member of the Legisla
ture commenced prior to the effective
n ess of this initiative. 

FiJed in the office o! the Secretary o! State February 16, 19!>6. 
EARL COE, 

Secretar11 of Stat• . 
[ 16) 



ARGUMENT FOR INITIATIVE MEASURE NO. 199 
VOTE YES VOTE YES 

Make Washington's Legislature truly representative of all t he people. 
Tote Yes for 199. 

Initiative 199 creates more equal legislative districts. It was d rafted by 
the nonpartisan League of Women Voters of Washington. The Chairman of 
the Republican State Central Committee and the Chairman of the Democratic 
S tate Central Committee appointed representativ~s to work with members of 
the drafting committee which f ramed this measure. 

The Constitution requires the State Legislature to change the number ot 
legislative districts or their boundaries after each census in accordance witll 
changes in population in order to keep the number of people represen ted by 
each legislator as nearly equal as possible. Since 190 I this has been done only 
once when the people redistricted by initiative in 1930. 

S hifts and changes in the population have occurred in the intervenin., 25 
years. Redistricting is once more long overdue. Each year the inequality ol 
yoting power gets worse. 

Consider 2 districts in eastern Washington. According to the latest (1950) 
official census one of them has a population of about 18,000; the other, 80,000. 
Even more extreme are two districts in King County; one has about 35,000; 
the other , 130,000. Each district has 1 senator and 2 representatives. 

Initiative 199 gives Washington voters a chance to right these wrongL 
A vote Yes for 199 will help make one man's vote worth the same as another. 
Expert opinion has ra ted this the !airest and most accurate plan ever proposed 
f or the state. 

Initiative 199 carries out the requirements of the State Constitution. rt 
creates districts with approximately the same number of people in them . It 
takes into account geographical variations, community of interest, and at"eas 
of changing population. Initiative 199 counts people and not registered voteTL 
The number of districts is increased from 46 to 49. Each district will elect 1 
senator and 2 representatives, except the largest district, which will have J 
represen ta ti ves. 

A rew or the public-minded ,roupa tavortni; 199 are: 

Washington Education Association Chambers o! Commerce-
Washington Jun ior Chamber of Commerce Tacoma. SeatUe. South Kitsap 
Washington Republican Club Central Labor Councils-
Young Democrats of Washington Tacoma, Seattle, Rent!on 
Municipal League of Seattle and King Aeronautical Industrial Distrtct Lodge "151 

County Evergreen Republican Club 
Municipal League of Tacoma Metropolitan Democratic Club 
King County Republlcan Conventlon Young Democrats of King Count:,, 
King County Democratic Convention Young Republicans of King County 
Sponsored by LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF WASHINGTON 

Mrs. Robert J. Stuart, President, 525 Realty Building. Spokane. Washington 

CITIZENS' COMMITTEE FOR LEGISLATIVE REDISTRICTING 
:r. Bartow Fite. J r .. Co-Chairman. Seattle 
George V. P owell, Co-Chairman. Seattle 
Ludwig Lobe. Treasurer. Sea ltle 
Robert Behnke. Bellevue 
Norton Clapp. Bellevue 
F . A . Kern, Ellensburg 
William J enkins. Everett 
Irvin Woods, Omak 
Wilbur Hallauer Orovlll• 
B. K . Phillips. Richland 
Ben Ehrlichman. Seattle 
Paul R. Green, Seattle 

STATE OF w ASHINCTON-ss. 

Nat S . Rngers. s .. ~ttle 
I rvinf S. Smith, Seattle 

f 0 'l!; .. J~ris. s~l}~~~~a 
Fred T . if.fiey. Tacoma 
Reno Odlin, Tacoma 

f ~lt 8J;~~~~ a~~~~~~ier 
Ted R. Piele. Vancouver 
Roland Miller. Walla Walla 
J oe K . Alderson , Yakima 
L . B. Vincent. Yakima 

Filed in the office ot the Secretary of State July 12, 1956. 
EARL COE, 

.Secretar11 of State. 
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