
Initiative Measure No. 188 

..-------OFFICIAL BALLOT TITL:::: .. ~-----

RAISING STANDARDS FOR CHIROPRACTIC EXAMINATIONS 

AN ACT Raisin&' the educational requirements for a license to practice 
chiropradlc; establishing a Board of Chiropractic Examiners; add
lnl:" to the ehlropractic examination the subjects of chemistry anti 
pathology and transferring Jurisdiction for examination of chiro
practic applicants from the Basic Sciences Examining Committee 
to the Board of Chiropractic Examiners. 

Be it enacted by the People of the 
State of Washington: 

SECTION 1. Section 18.25.020, R.C.W., 
and Section 5, Chapter 5, Laws of 
1919, are amended to read aa follows : 

Any person not now licensed to 
practice Chiropractic in the State 
of Washington and who desires to 
practice Chiropractic shall make 
application therefor to the Director 
of Licenses. Each applicant shall 
be a graduate of a chartered Chiro
practic College. 

Applicants who thus apply for a 
license, and who have matriculated, 
prior to the effective date of this 
ac', in a Chiropractic School or 
College shall complete a resident 
professional course of study in said 
institutions, equivalent in hours to 
the minimum classroom hours of 
academic instruction required in a 
Bachelor of Science Degree course 
at the University of Washington 
normally requiring four academic 
years"totalling twelve quarters. 

Thereafter the educational re
quirements for those applying to 
practice chiropractic in this state 
shall be raised so that each appli
cant shall complete a resident 
course of study of not less than 
four thousand ( 4000) classroom 
hours of instruction in a Chiroprac
tic School or College. 

Applications shall be in writing, 
signed by the applicant and sworn 
to before some officer authorized 
to administer oaths, and shall recite 
the history of the applicant as to his 
educational advantages, his experi
ence in matters pertaining to a 
knowledge of the care of the sick, 
how long he has studied chiroprac-

tic, under what teachers, what col
lateral branches, if any, he has 
studied, the length of time he has 
engaged in clinical practice, with 
any proof thereof in the shape of 
diplomas, or certificates. Each ap
plicant shall accompany his applica
tion with satisfactory evidence of 
good character and reputation. 

There'shall be paid by each ap
plicant a fee of twenty-five dollars. 
ten dollars of which shall accom
pany his application, and fifteen 
dollars shall be paid upon issuance 
of a license. Like fees shall be paid 
for any subsequent examination 
and application. 

SECTION 2. Section 18.25.030, R.C.W .. 
and Section 6, Chapter 5 of the Laws 
of 1919, are amended to read as fol
lows: 

There shall be a Board of Chiro
practic examiners consisting of 
three practicing Chiropractors no 
two of whom shall be from the 
same Chiropractic school, to be 
known as the Washington State 
Board of Chiropractic Examiners. 

The members shall be appointed 
by the governor from a list of five 
or more names submitted by the 
Washington Chiropractors Associa
tion. At the time of their appoint
ment the members of the Board 
must be actual residents of the state, 
licensed to practice Chiropractic in 
this state, and must be citizens of 
the United States. 

The term of office of each member 
of the Board shall be three years 
and the term of one member shall 
expire each year. Vacancies on the 
Board shall be filled by the Gov
ernor, the appointee to hold office 
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Initiative Measure No. 18S (Continued) 

for the remainder of the unexpired 
term. The initial Board shall be 
created by the appointment of one 
term for three years, one term f.or 
two years, and one term for one 
year, and thereafter all appoint
ments shall be made for a term of 
three years. 

The Board shall choose one of its 
members, President, and one Secre
tary, thereof, and it shall meet at 
least once each year, and oftener if 
necessary, in the discretion of the 
Director of Licenses or the Board, 
and at such times and places within 
the State as he or it deems proper. 

Each member of the Board shall 
receive, from the total of fees col
lected as provided herein, the sum 
of ten dollars a day for each day 
actually engaged in conducting ex
aminations or in the preparation of 
examination questions or in the 
grading of examination papers, to
gether with his actual travel ex
penses, all to be paid out of the gen
eral fund on vouchers approved by 
the Director of Licenses. 

Examination for license to prac
tice Chiropractic shall be conducted 
by the State Board of Chiropractic 
Examiners according to the method 
deemed to be the most practicable 
and expeditious to test the appli
cants qualifications. Each applica
tion shall be designated by a num
ber instead of a name, so that his 
identity is not disclosed until after 
the examination papers are graded. 

All examinations shall be in writ
ing, upon the following subjects: 
anatomy, physiology, hygiene, 
symptomatology, nerve-tracing, chi
ropractic-orthopedy, chemistry, pa
thology, principles of chiropractic 
and adjusting, as taught by chiro
practic schools and colleges. Upon 
proof of satisfactory passage of this 
examination by an applicant, cer
tified by the Board of Chiropractic 
Examiners, the State Director of 
Licenses shall issue a license enti
tling said applicant to practice Chi
ropractic in this state. A license 
shall be granted to any applicant 
who correctly answers seventy-five 
percent of all questions asked. Any 
applicant who fails to answer cor
rectly sixty percent of the questions 
on any branch of said examination 
shall not be entitled to a license. 

Any chiropractor who has com
plied with the provisions of this 
chapter may determine subluxation 
of the spine by analytical means 
and ·adjust by hand any articulation 
of the spine, but shall not prescribe 
for, nor administer to any peri!On 
any medicine or drugs included in 
materia medica, nor practice obstet
rics, osteopathy, or surgery. 

SECTION 3. Section 43.74.010. R.C.W. , 
and Section 43.74.040, R.C.W., and 
Chapter 183, Sections 1 and 4 respec
tively, of the Laws of 1927, are 
amended by omitting therefrom the 
word "Chiropractic," as follows: 

(R.C.W. 43.74.010.) Committee 
created-Membe,-s. ..:here sh 3ll be 
an examining committee of five 
members learned respectively in 
the sciences of anatomy, physiology, 
chemistry, pathology, and hygiene, 
to conduct and assist in conducting 
examinations of all persons apply
ing for licenses or certificates to 
practice medicine and surr;ery, os
teopathy, osteopathy and ,surgery, 
or drugless therapeutics in the state. 

The members of the committee 
shall be appointed from time to 
time bi the governor from the 
faculty lists of the University of 
Washington and Washington State 
College, and he shall certify the 
names of those appointed to the di
rector of licenses. 

(R.C.W. 43,74.040.) Application 
to practice. Any person desiring to 
apply to the direct0r of licen!es for 
a license to practice medicine and 
surgery, osteopathy, osteopathy and 
surgery, or drugless therapeutics 
shall first present to the director of 
licenses his credentials required by 
law evidencing h is qualifications 
to be admitted to license, or to take 
the examination prerequisite to se
curing a certificate or license, and if 
they are found satisfactory and the 
applicant is eligible to examination 
the director of licenses shall issue 
to each applicant a certificate giv
ing the name of the applicant and 
certifying that he is entitled to take 
the preliminary examination pro
vided for in this chapter but with
out specifying the branch of thera
peutics for which the applicant has 
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Initiative Measure No. 188 (Continued) 

applied for a license, and upon pres
entation of such certificate to the 
examining committee, together with 
an examining fee of ten dollars, 
the applicant shall be entitled to 
take the examination. 

If the preliminary examination is 
conducted by the director of li
censes as provided in R.C.W. 43.74-
.020 it may be given upon the pay
ment of the ten dollars examining 

STATE OF WASHINGTON-ss. 

fee, and without the preliminary 
certificate. 

SECTION 4. All acts or parts thereof 
in conflict herewith are hereby re
pealed. The provisions of this act are 
to be severable, and if any section, 
subdivision, sentence, clause, phrase, 
or word of this act shall be held to be 
unconstitutional or invalid, such deci
sion shall not affect the validity of 
the remaining portion of the act. 

Filed ill the office of the Secretaey ..t State January •. 195'. 
J:ARL COi!!. 

Secf'etaf')I of St,de. 
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ARGUMENT FOR 
INITIATIVE MEASURE NO. 188 

uestlon: What is Initiative 188? 
Answer: As its title and caption indicate, Initiative 188 does two things: 

1. Raises educational standards for a license to practice Chiropractic. 
:z. Transfers jurisdiction for examination in basic science to Chiro

practic Board of Examiners. 
This title was not given by sponsors of 188 but is the official ballot 

title applied by the State Attorney General, whose duty it is to analyze 
each initiative and accurately describe what the measure will do. 

Q: Who spenson lnitiutlve 1881 
A: 188 is sponsored by a nonpartisan state-wide group from all walks or 
life - labor, business, agriculture, veterans, education, the ministry, and 
other professions, including Doctors of Chiropractic and their patients. 
0: Why did this committee place 181 on the bctllot? 
A: Chiropractors are the second largest healing group in the world. Unfair 
examining practices are forcing them out of existence and will deny this 
method of health care to the 250,000 Chiropractic patients in Washington. 

Q: How does the Basic Science Exominoti- discrlmlnote qainst 
Chiropractors? 

A: The basic science examination i• given by a medically dominated 
board composed of medical doctors and pr,ofessors from the U. of W. 
medical school and the W. S. C. school of veterinary medicine. The Basic 
Science Examining Board admitted in court that it had arbitrarily and 
capriciously marked down from passing to below passing the grades of 
Chiropractic applicants and had, without cause, rai1Jed from below passing 
the grades of medical applicants. (See Washington State Supreme Court 
decision, 12 Washington 2d, 415.) The Committee for Health Freedom 
has complete evidence in its files to show that these examinations have 
been so perverted that the right to examine has been used as the power to 
destroy. The Board has allowed an average of only 1 1h Chiropractors a 
year to obtain licenses and the profession is threatened with extinction. 

Q: Under 188 will Chiropractors take a basic science examination? 

A: Yes. Each of the 5 basic science subjects is specifically included in the 
examination required under 188. Comparison of class hours between typi
cal Medical and Chiropractic schools demonstrates that present-day 
Chirooractic eraduates are thoroughly trained in basic science subjects. 

CLASS HOURS 
John Hopkin. Palmer School ol 

Subject M<><lica/ School Chiropractio 
Anatomy 508 520 
Physiology 256 520 
Pathology 401 195 
Chemistry • • 200 325 
Hyciene O 65 

ln addition applicant& for Chiropractic license wiH be namined jn Fymptoma
tology, nerve-tracing, chiropractic orthopedy, principlee of chiropractic and edjuating 
IHi taught by Chiropractic colleges. 188 requires that the over-all grade average in #.II 
1ubjecta muat be 75o/o or higher. The ellaminatioa for medical applicants requires a 
1rade of oruy 60 % in each 1tUbject. 

Q: Why should Chiroprocton examine Chiroprocton? 
A: Only Chiropractors are qualified by education and training to l:onduct 
11Uch eiraminations. It ia as unfair fO£ Chiropractors to be examined by a 
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ARGUMENT FOR INITIATIVE MEASURE NO. 188 

medically-indoctrinated board as it would be fo,: lawyers to examine 
ministers or dentists to examine optometrists. 

Q: How does Initiative 188 raise standards? 
A: Initiative 188 will provide the first statutory increase for standards of 
Chiropractic education in 35 years as the following chart shows. 

PRESENT REQUIREMENTS 
( Chapter 5, Lawa of 1919) 

Education time requirementa: 
18 month, courae. 

Examination Subjects: 
Anatomy, phyaioloey, hy
giene, symptomatology, 
nerve-tracing, chiropractic 
orthopedy, principles ef 
chiropractic and adjuatina,. 

188 REQ\JIREMENTS 
(Initiative Measure No. 188) 

Education time requirements: 
(A) 4,000 classroom houra of academic instnK:

tion. (Equivalent to 7-year professional 
coune at Univeraity of Washington.) 

(B) For thoH graduated 0< enrolled priO< . ta 
peasage of 188: Four academic years and 
classroom hours equivalent to requirtiment1 
for Bachelor of Science Degree at Univer

•wity of Washincton. 
Examination Subjects: 

.Anatomy, phyoiology, hy/l;.,.,., 11,ymptomatoloeY, 
nerve-tracing, chiropractic orthopedy, princip1ea 
of chiropractic and adjusting. 

In addition to all of 1919 1ubject1, Initiative 188 
add• the followinc: chemiotry, pathology. 
The italicized subjecto comprise all of the 5 1ub
jecto required by the Basic Science Examininc 
Board created in 1927. 

NOTE: Chiropractic lkhool• are accredited by the National and International Chiro
practic Associations just •• Medical. schools are accredited by the Council of Medical 
Education and Hospitals or the American Medical Association .. 

Q: Does 188 "lower the bars" to unqualified applicants? 
k Definitely not. 188 requires a minimum of 4,000 hours instruction in 
an accredited Chiropractic school. All new licensing laws contain a "grand
father" clause (as do laws for medical doctors and osteopaths) to protect 
individuals who have in good faith met the requirements of the former 
law. Chiropractors would be the last to sanction lower standards. 

Attacks on 188 are financed by the reactionary core of political medi
cine and certain drug interests. Because Chiropractors do not prescribe 
drugs they constantly encounter opposition from these sources. 

Q: Does Initiative 188 have wid-preod support? 
A: Yes. Over 120,000 voters signed petitions for 188. Numerous organiza.. 
tions have studied 188 and oliicially endorsed it. These include the State 
Federation of Labor, the State C. I. 0., the State Grange, the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars, posts of the American Legion and Disabled American 
Veterans, and a large number of fraternal and civic organizations. It ia 
unanimously endorsed by the Chiropractic Profession. 

PLEASE READ THE FULL TEXT 
Initiative 188 is democratic in principle. Just as you have the right to 

go to the church of your choice, so you should have the right to choose 
your. own doctor. We urge your support of this much-needed measure. 

RAISE STANDARDS ... PROTECT HEALTH FREEDOM 
VOTE FOR INITIATIVE 188 

NOTE: The law allows thon oppo•ing Initiative 188 ten day, after .Ar/lument• F« 
188 have been submitted to wubmit A.rfutnent• Againat. In reading opponents' argu
menta, remember they have the advantage of seeing ArAurnents For whi]e the Com .. 
mittee for He£.lth Freedom does not have the opportunity to see and correct any 
mierepresen.tatio_na. Send for • 1ixteen~page pamphlet giving complete informatjoa. 

A. A. ADAMS, D.C., Chairman, CO .. MJTTEE FOR. HEAI.TH FREEDOM 
!Ill'/, PACIFIC AVENUE, TACOMA TELEPHONE MARKET 6214 

STATE OF WASHINGTON-. 
Filed in the office el the Secretuy of State Juq l!I, 1954. 
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JtARL COE, 
Secu,taq ol 5tate. 



ARGUMENT AGAINST INITIATIVE NO. 181 

DON'T BE FOOLED 
fnitiative N'o. 188 would LOWER, not raise, Health Standards 

NO, 111 WOULD DISTI.OY YOUI. P'I.OTECTION AGAINST UNQUAl.1FIED PllACTITIONEIII 
No. 188 would exempt chiropractors-and only chiropra:ctora out of 
FOUR hea ling arts groups- from the Basic Science Law, a vital healtll 
safeguard. Remember, this law IS NOT administered by the medical 
profession, but by educa t ors of WSC and t he U of W. H ere is what the 
Supreme Court of Washington says about your Basic Science Law: 
''THE BROAD POLICY UNDERLYING SUCH A STATUTE IS 
THAT UNLEARNED AND UNQUALIFIED PERSONS SHALL 
NOT BE LICENSED TO PRACTICE THE HEALING ARTS." 

NO. 111 WOULD LICENSE CHIROPRACTORS WHOSE STANDARDS EVEN 
CHIROPRACTOl.5 ADMIT AH TOO LOW 

Beware the "Grandfather" clause in No. 188! Educational requirements 
in No. 188 apply to FUTURE graduates, but all past and present 
graduates of ANY "chartered" chiropractic school-even CORRE
SPONDENCE courses-can flood our s tate. Even the present require
ment of an 18-months course is eliminated for the benefit of unqualified 
chiropract ors! 

NO, 111 IGNOHS ALL STANDARDS IXCIPT "CLASSROOM HOUl.5" 
No. 188 wo uld establish by law the false and dangerous premise that 
"hours" alone is a measure of educa tional stahdards. NO OTHER 
REQUIREMENT, no need for recognition, approval or supervision by 
ANYBODY is required. Any school, regardless of quality or standards, 
that offers the magic formula of " classroom hours" is good enough for 
YOUR health. NOT EVEN RECOGNITION OR APPROVAL by 
the chiropractors' own as..<>ociation is required, so that no one-we r epeat, 
NO ONE-will have power to reject sub-standard schools. There is not 
a single chiropractic school ANYWHERE that is recognized by the 
Association of American Universities or by any other recognized acc redit
ing a gency! 

NO, 111 WOULD UDUCI MINIMUM PASSING GI.ADI$ PROM 70% TO 60% 
In the false name of "raising sta ndards," No. 188 REDUCES minimum 
passing grades in Basic Science subjects from 70% down to 60% ! 

NO, 1 II WOULD GltANT DANGHOUS SPECIAL PI.IVILIGIS TO CHII.OPRACTOltS 
Chiropractors ALREADY are examined by chiropract ors and NOT by 
medica l d octors as t hey infer. In No. 188 they ask power to DICTATE 
their own examining board. The Governor MUST APPOINT 3 out of 
5 or more names submitted to him by the chiropra ctors themselves. This 
ia just one of many hidden dangers in No. 188 to 1,ive chiropractors 
dangerous privileges neither granted to nor asked for medical doctors, 
osteopathic doctors, "drugless healers" or any other healing arts group. 

REMEMBER: Chiropractors do not believe in vaccinations to prevent 
individual sickness or maS8 epidemics. Chiropractors ARE NOT doctom. 
Maay claim to be able to recognize cancer, polio or contagious diseases. Yet 
chiropractors claim they do not need to know Basic Sciences as they are 
taught by our LEADING UNIVERSITIES! Don't LOWER present stand
ar-d.11 which protect you, your family and your friends. 

DON'T GAMaLI WITH PUaLIC NIAL TN 

Vole NOi on No. 118 

STATE OF WASHINGTON-"". 

Harry L. Givan, Chairman 
COMMITI'EE TO PROTECT HEALTH STANOAltDIJ 
317 JOBeph Vance Bide., Seattle, Wash. 

Filed In the office of the Secretary C>f State .July !9, 1954. 

EARL COi!:. Secretary of StalJe_ 
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ARGUMENT AGAINST INITIATIVE MEASURE NO. 188 

WHY WE OPPOSE INITIATIVE 181 

The requirement that all pers~ms who apply for a license to diagnose and 
treat the sick must first pass an elementary and impartial examination in 
the sciences o! body function, is fair and is a necessary protection against 
incompetents in any healing art. Initiative 188 clearly exempts chiropractors, 
and only chiropractors, from being tested by an impartial committee. 

Initiative 188 would actually fower requirements for being licensed in 
chiropractic. It eliminates an examination conducted by professors from the 
University of Washington and Washington State College, and substitutes an 
examination conducted by other chiropractors testing knowledge o! the health 
sciences "as taught in chiropractic schools and colleges.,. 

Initiative 188 is misleadingly worded. Its caption and much of its phrase
ology appear intended to persuade rather than inform the voter. 

WASHINGTON STATE HEALTH COUNCIL 
John Bigelow, President 

Member organizations opposing Initiative 188 include: 

Board of Health Sciences, University of Washington 
King County Central Blood Bank 
Pacific Northwest District, American Association of Medical Social Workera 

United Cerebral Palsy Association of Washington 

Washington Association of Local Health Councils 

Washington Chapter, American Physical Therapy Assoelatioa 
Washington Occupational Therapy Association 

Washington Osteopathic Association 

Washington Society for Crippled ChUdren and Adulia 

Washington State Dental Association 

Washington State Dental Hygienists' Association 

Washington State Department of Health 

Washington State Dietetic Association 

Washington State Hospital Association 
Washington State Medical Association 

Washington State Pharmaceutical Association 
Washington State Psychological Association 

Washington Staie Public Health Association 
Washington Sta.te Society of Medical Technologists 

Washington State Veterinary Medical Association 

STATE OF WASHINGTON-SB. 

Filed in the office of the Secretar7 Qf Stawe .1w, 22, lllH. 
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ll:ARL COE, 
~ecreta111 ol State 



ARGUMENT AGAINST INITIATIVE MEASURE NO. 188 

THE WASHINGTON' OSTEOl"ATHIC ASSOCIATION IS OPf'OSED 
TO INITIATIVE Ill 

After thorough investigation and careful consideration of the 
issues involved, the Washington Osteopathic Association does not 
feel that the passage of Initiative 188. would be in the best interest!' 
of public health. 

The basic objective of the Washington Osteopathic Association 
is to promote public health. To maintain good public health care 
it is necessary that all healing art professions must meet with cer
tain minimal educational and professional standards in order to 
assure that only qualified practitioners are licensed in the state re
gardless of school of practice. 

The basic science subjects which are included in the Washing
ton Basic Science Examination are essential to the understan.ding 
and ability to diagnose and treat illness, regardless of school of 
practice or method of treatment. 

There is no basic science law in any state at the present time 
which exempts one school of practice while applying to other schools 
of practice. 

Therefore, the osteopathic physicians and surgeons in the State 
of. Washington are opposed to any device which has as its objectives 
the abandonment of examination in certain ba$ic science subjects 
and the lowering of minimal educational and professional standards. 
It is the objective of the Washington Osteopathic Association to con
tinue its efforts to improve the public health through legislative, 
educational and professional improvement and advancement. 

We therefore urge you to help maintain good health standards 
and defeat Initiative 188. 

VOTE "NO" 

Dr. P. C. Wilde, Chairman, Department of Public Affairs 

WASHINGTON OSTEOPATHIC ASSOCIATION, INC. 
2030 S. W. 152nd Street 
Seattle 66, Washington 

STATE OF WASHINGTON-ss. 

l'iled in the office of the Secretary of State July 28, 11154. 

,.. .. , 
EARL COE, 

Secretsru o/ St4!1'. 


