
Initiative Measure No. 77 

BALLOT TITLE 
AN ACT relating to fishing; prohibiting the use of fish traps or other fixed ap

pliances for catching salmon and certain othe1· fish within the waters of 
the State O'f Washington; prohibiting the taking or fishing for s almon and 
certain other fish within a certain area therein defin ed and created by any 
means except by trolling, r egulating trolling in such area, and permitting 
the operation of gill nets therein un!ler certain conditions; providing for 
open and closed seasons, prohibiting drag seines and limiting the length 
of gill nets in the Columbia River; prescribing penalties; and rep c>a ling 
all Jaws in conflict therewith. 

AN ACT relating to the taking and 
catching of fish; prescribing a dis
trict within the State of Washing
ton in the waters of which it is 
made unlawful to take, catch, or 
fish for any salmon , by any means 
except by the use,of hook and li ne, 
setti:ig forth the bounclal'ies of 
~aid district, and for licensing the 
C1pe1'ation. and for the operation of 
gi li nets by certain persons, firms 
and corporations holding licenses 
for the use of su ch gill n ets in 
1932 or 1933; providing for com
mercial fishing at certain times 
211d under certain conditions; lim
iting the length of gil l net anc! 
prohibiting drag seines in the Co· 
i~1mbia River; prohibiting the con· 
struct ion, installation, use, opera
tion or ma.i ntenance of any pcmnd 
net, fish trap, fish wheel, scow fish 
whee l, set net, or any fixed appli· 
ance for the purpose of catching 
salmon. salmon trout, trout. or 
i,teel head; a nd to r epeal all acts 
or pans of acts in conflict there
with; and prescribing penalties 
for the violation thereof. 

Be it enacted by the People of the 
State of Was11i11gto11: 

SEc-no~ 1. It shall be unlawful to 
fis h for, catch, or take any species of 
salmon or salmon trout, trout, or steel 
head, except as hereinafter provided, 
with a ny appliance, or by any means 
whatever, except with hook and line, 
commonly called angling or trolling, 
except as hereina.fter provided, within 
the water s of the straits of Juan de 
Fuca, Puget Sound and :waters con-

nected therewith within th~ State of 
Washington described as lying to the 
Southerly, Easterly and Southeas terly 
of a line cle!>l'r ibe<l as fol lows: 

Commencing at a c01Jrrete monu
ment on Angeles Point in Cla llam 
County, State of Washington, near the 
momh of the Elwha R iver, on which 
is inscribed "Angeles Point Monument" 
in latitude ,J~" 9· 3" North . long itude 
123 ' 23' (,}" West of Greenwich Meri
dian: then<:€ running East on a line 
81 • 3(1 ' true fr<,m ~aicl point across the 
F lashl ight and 'bell buoy off Partridge 
Point and thence continued l o where 
said line intersects longitude 122° 4ll' 
West; thene:e Nonh on said line 10 
where sa;d line intersects t he south
erly shore of Sinclai1· Islan d at high 
tide; thenre along the southerly shore 
of 8aid i1, land to the most ea sterly 
point thereof: thence north 46° Ea;;t 
true to the line of high tide at Car ter 
Point, the most sou therly point on 
Lum mi Islc:nd; thence northwesterly 
along the westerly sh ore line at high 
t ide o[ said Lummi Island to where 
said s hore line at high tide in ter sects 
line of longitude 122• 40' West; t hence 
North on 8aid line to where said line 
intersects the mainland at the line of 
hi gh tide ; including within said area 
t he sou the1·iy portion of Hale Passage, 
Bellingham Bay, Padilla Bay, Fidalgo 
Bay, Guemes Channel, Ska.git Bay, Si
milk Bay, Saratoga Passage, Holmes 
Harbor, Possession Sound, Admiralt y 
Inlet, Hoods Canal, Puget Sound, and 
all inlets, passages, waters, waterways, 
and the tributaries thereof. (The above 
area is delineated on U. S. Coast and 
Geodetic Charts Numbers 6300, 6382, 
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6380, 6450 and 6460, all being of the 
same scale.) 

SEC. 2. No area heretofore or here
after set apart or established as a 
salmon preserve, by authority of the 
State of Washington or of any of its 
departments or agencies. shall, by any 
of the provisions of this Act, be opened 
to commercial fishing. 

SE<'. 3. Commercial trolling for sal· 
mon shall be permitted In the area de· 
scribed in Section 1 hereof during such 
seasons and under such regulations as 
may be prescribed from time to time 
by the Department of Fisheries of the 
State of Was hington: Pro11idecl. That 
it shall be un !awful to troll for sa J. 
mon in said waters with more than s ix 

' books to any one boat. 

SEC. 4. Any person. firm or corpora
tion, who shall have held in either the 
years 1932 or 1933 a license from the 
Director of Licenses of the State of 
Washington. for the operation within 
the waters of Puget Sound of any gill 
net, may be licensed for the operation 
of. and may operate, a gill net, for the 
purpose of catching salmon onl~·. ac
cording to the fishin g regulations of 
the Fisheries Department or the Stale 
of Washington for gill nets for the year 
1933, within the waters described in 
the first. section of this Act for each 
succeeding year after the taking effect 
of this Act. b~· making application 
therefor to said ·Director of Licenses, 
and paying to the Treasurer of the 
State of Washington the sum of seven 
and 50/100 dollars ( $7.50) for each 
year for which such license is issued; 
and no other person. firm. or corpora
tion, shall be licensed hereafter to op
erate, or hereafter shall operate, a gill 
net in the waters i;o clescrioecl in said 
first section. Sa id license shall be per
sonal; and neither said right, nor any 
license issued pursuant thereto, shall 
be transferable, either voluntarily or 
involuntarily, or by operation of law. 
If said licensee shall fail during any 
year to apply for such license, his 
right to be licensed thereafter shall 
terminate: Provided, That if for any 
reason any of the foregoing provisions 
of this section shall be held to be un
constitutional, no iicense shall be is
sued to any person, firm, or corpora
tion, for the operation of a gill net 
within any of the waters described in 
said first section, except as may be per-

mitted by the Fisheries Department or 
the State of Washington under exist
ing law. 

SEC. 5. Commercial fishing for salmon 
shall be permitted in the a.rea de· 
scribed in section 1 hereof, excel)t as 
provided in section 2 of this Act, from 
the 5th day of October in each year to 
and including the 20th day of Novem
ber of the same year, except during 
the period beginning at four o'clock p. 
m. on Friday of each week and e nding 
at four o'clock a. m. on the Sunday 
follo,ving, during which period of earh 
week no such commercial fishing shall 
be permitted: Pro i•i<le<1. No fisherman 
shall employ any appliance or device, 
referred to in section 8 hereof, for the 
catching of fi<;h, nor any gill net ex· 
cept as in section 4 hereof provided. 

SEC. 6. It shall be unlawful to con
struct, install, use, operate, or ma.in
tain any gi ll net in the waters of the 
Columbia River in this state whid1 
shall exceed 250 fathoms in length. 

Si::c. 7. It shall be unlawful to con
struct, install. use, operate, or main
tain any drag seine in the wa ters of 
the Columbia River in the State of 
Washington. 

SF,c-. 8. It shall be unlawful to co11-
1;truct, insta ll , use. operat e, or main
tain, wi1hin any of the waters of the 
State of Washington. any pound net, 
fish trap, fish wheel. scow fish wheel, 
set net, weir, or anr fixed appliance 
for the purpose of catching salmon. 
salmon trout, or steel head, or to take 
salmon. salmon trout, or steel head by 
any s uch means. 

SFX'. 9. The provisions of this Act 
do not a.pply to fishing by Indians 
under F ederal regulation, or the use 
of any device or meant1 by the State or 
National Government in catching fish 
for propagation OT scientific purposes. 

SE<:. 10. Any person who shall vio
late any of the pro,·is ions of this Art, 
or who shall aid, abet, or assist in the 
violation thereof, shall be guilty of a 
gross misdemeanor, and upon a con
viction thereof shall be punished by 
imprisonment in the county jail of the 
county in which said offense is com
mitted for not less than thirty (30) 
clays or more than one (1) year, or by 
fine of not less than one hundred dol
lars ( $100.00) or more than one thou
sand dollars ($1,000.00), or t,y both 
such fine and imprisonment. Any and 
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all gear and appliances used in viola
tion of the provisions of this Act, in
cluding boats, traps, nets, weirs, fish 
wheels, truck or trucks, automobile or 
automobiles, vehicle or motor ve
hicles, or other vehicle or vehicles of 
any kind whatsoever, or other appli
ances used or employed in connection 
with the violation of this Act shall be 
condemned and sold. and the proceeds 
of such sale or sales, together with all 
money arising from fines for the vio
lation of this Act, shall be paid to the 
State Treasurer of the State of Wash-
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ington tor the benefit of the Fisheries 
Department of the State of Washing
ton. 

SEC. 11. If any section or provision 
of this Act shall be held unconstitu
tional, or for any other reason invalid, 
the invalidity of such provision shall 
not afl'ect the validity of this Act as a 
whole or of any section, provision or 
part thereof not adjudged to be invalid 
or unconstitutional. 

SEc. 12. All acts, and parts of acts, 
in conflict with this Act, are hereby 
repealed, · 


