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Initiative Men.sure No. 58 

BALLOT TITLE 
"AN AcT providing for the Permanent Registration of Voters, defining the duties 

of cei:tain officers in connection therewith, r epealing certain acts and parts 
of acts in relation thereto and prescribing penalties." 

AN ACT providing for the Permanent 
Registration of Voters, defining the 
dut ies of certain officers in connec
tion therewith, r epealing certain acts 
and parts of acts in relation thereto 
and prescribing penalties. 

B e it en11cterl bu t be P eople of the State 
of W ashington: 

SECTION 1. There sliall be, beginning 
on the first day of September, 1933, a 
new and complete registl"t,t ion of the 
legal voters residing in each precinct 
of the state. as in this act provided. 
Provided, however. That in precincts 
l ying outside of i ncorporated cities a nd 
towns, such new registration shall be 
made beginning January 2, 1936. 

SEC'. 2. The word "pr0<' inct" when
ever used in thi3 act shall, unless the 
same be inconsistent with the context, 
be construed to mean a snbdivis ion for 
voting or polling pnrposes. within or 
without the limits of an incorporated 
cit y or town, and whether established 
by the county co1:nmissioners. or b~· the 
city council, or other governing body 
oi any city or town, or I.' township, or. 
a subdivision of a tow11s i1ip established 
by the supervisors thereof. 

SEc. 3. The county a uditor of each 
county s hall be the registrar of voters 
for all precincts within the county ly
ing outside of incorporated cities a nd 
towns, hereinafter designated as rura l 
precincts, and the clerk, or comptrol
ler, of each incorpora ted city or town 
shall be the registrar of voters for all 
precincts ')'!thin the city or town. Tbe 
county auditor shall a ppoint, from 
time to time, a deputy registrar of 
voters for each rura l precinct of the 
county, who shall be a legal voter, and 
shall hold office at the pleasure of the 
county auditor. It shall be pennis
sible, however, for one person to act as 

deputy registrar for several precincts, 
a t t he discretion of the county auditor : 
Pro1>ic/ed. That in case a precinct lies 
partly wi thin and partiy without the 
corporate limits cf a city or town, the 
r egistrar of v,iters of such city or town 
s ha ll be the registration officer oE tbat 
portion of 1surh precinct wi thout the 
city or town, but the voters wllhin the 
ci ty or town, and those without, shall 
he registered in separate registration 
fi les. 

SEC. 4. Th e registr ar of voters, 
deputy registrars of voters, a nd s uch 
clerks in his office as the registra1· of 
voters shall deputize to ta!rn registra· 
t.ions. shall take a nd subscribe to the 
fo llowing oath or a ffirmation before 
t aki ng any r i>gistrat ions: ' 'I, A. B., clo 
swear (or affirm) that I will t ruly, 
fa ithfully and impartia lly perform my 
duties as registration officer, to th9 
best of my judgment and abilities, and 
that I will r egister 110 person except 
upon his personal aJ)plication before 
me." T!li3 oath sllall be admiuis t.ered 
and certi fled to by· an officer legally au
thor ized to admin ister oaths, and s hall 
be filed v:itb the registrar. The regis· 
trar and a ll per,;ons authorized by him 
under the provisions of this act to tako 
registrations, after themselves taking 
and s ubscribing to t.he ahove oath, are 
hereby aut:horized to administer s uch 
oaths a nd affidavits as a1 e required by 
this act. The expense of registration 
in all cities and towns shall be paid by 
s uch cities and towns, respectively, and 
the expense of regist!·ation in precincts 
outside cities and towns sh:t:J be paid 
by the county in which such precincts, 
respectively, are s ituated. 

SEC. 5. I t shall he the duty of the 
registration officer of each incorporated 
city and town to procure and open on 
the. first day of September, 1933, sepa-
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r ate registration fi!es for the registra
tion or voters residing in eaC'h pre
cinct of s uch city or town: and i t sliall 
be the duty of tbe county auditor of 
each county in the state in like man
ner to procure and open on the second 
day of January, 1936, separate registra
tion files for the regis tration of voters 
r esid ing in each precinct of tis re
spective county. out!>ide of the incor
porated cities anti towus. 

S:.c. 6. Registratiou officers in incor
pora ted ci tics and towns s.hall keep 
their respective offices open for regis
t ration of voters during the clays and 
hours wh<'n the same are open for the 
transaction of public business: Pro
vi.clerl, That in all cities of the first 
class. the city council or other govern
ing body, may, by ordinance o r r eso
lution, direct that in all, or certain, 
of the voting precincts of such city, 
designated iu s uch ordinance or reso
lutlon. the registration files of such 
precincts shail he kept open in such 
precincts respectively, for the regis
tration of Yoters residing therein, at 
such places respectively, and 011 such 
day or days, as shall be designated in 
such ordinance or resolution, and the 
registration officer of such city shall 
cause the registration files to be kept 
open for the registration of voters at 
the respective places des:gnated in the 
ordinance or resolut ion, between the 
hours of 9:00 a. m. and 9:30 p. m., on 
tbe clays designated in such ordinance 
or resolution, in cha.rge of a deputy 
appointed by him. It strall be the duty 
of the deputy regist1·ar of each precinct 
outside of lbe col'porate limits or any 
city 01· town, except as herein other
wise provided, to keep blank registra
tion cards for the registration of voters 
residing in his precinct at his usual 
place of residence or his usual place of 
business at reasonable hours, and he 
shall, at the end of each week, forward 
by mail, to the county auditor, the rec
ords of those who have registered dur
ing that week: Prov ldell. That such 
precinct registration officer, with the 
written consent of the county auditor, 
during the time that registration flies 
are kept open for the registration of 
voters, may designate some centrally 
located place in lieu of the usual place 
where registration cards are kept , 
where s uch cards will be kept for the 
registrai ion of voters, after giving such 

notice of bis intention so to do as he 
may deem expedient, and keep such 
cards for the registration of voters at 
such place for s uch time or times as is 
stated in such notice. 

SEC. 7. It shall be the dut.y· of the 
registrar of each :ncorporatecl ci ty or 
town to cause to be published, in a. 
newspaper of genera l circulation in 
such city or town, once each week for 
two successive weeks, immediately pre
ceding the first day of September, 1933, 
a notice that lhe legal voters of such 
city or town are required to register 
in order to be qualified to vote at aay 
election hel d after J anuary 1, 1934. 
that the registration files of· each pre
cinct in said city or town will be open 
for the registration of voters a t t he 
office of tl1e cily or town comptroller 
or clerk, on and after the first day of 
September, 1933: and it shall t:e the 
duty of the registration officer of each 
city, immed;ately preceding the t ime 
when the registra tion fi les will be opea 
in the precincts as provided by or
dinance or resolution of the city coun
cil , or other governing body, to cause 
to be published in a newspaper or gen
eral circulation in said city, once each 
week for two successive weeks, a notice 
that the registrat ion fi les of the respec
tive precincts iu such city will be open 
for the registration of voters during 
the t imes designa ted in s uch ordinance 
or resolu tion, at the respective places 
designated in such notice; and it shall 
be the duty of the county auditor of 
each county, respectively, to cause to 
be published in a newspaper of general 
circulation in s uch county, once each 
week for two successive weeks, im
mediately preceding the second day of 
January, l!i36, ·a notice that the legal 
voters of the respective precincts of 
such county outside the corporate 
limits of any city or lown a re required 
to register in order to be ·(iualified to 
vote at any election held afte r January 
2, 1936, and that the registrati-on of
fices or each precinct will be open for 
the registration of voters at the resi
dence or place of business of the 
deputy registrars, respectively, of the 
precincts of said county outside of the 
corporate limits of cities and towns. 
on and after the second day of Jan
uary, 1936, giving the names and places 
of residence or bnsiness as near as may 
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be of such precinct registrat ion of
ficers, respectively. 

SEC. 8. The registration files for 
each precinct, respectively, provided 
for by this act, sha II consist of 
cabinets, or binders, arranged to per
mit the insertion and securely fasten
ing therein by means of a lock and key, 
of cards or records for the separate 
registration of the individual voters of 
such precinct, aud there shall be pre
pared for each voter registered two 
r egistration cards or records, an or
iginal and a duplicate. The original 
cards or records shall be filed alpha
betically by the surnames of the voters 
hy precincts, and constitute t lJe · official 
registration fil es of the voters of such 
p.recincts, respectively. The original 
registration files of each preci nct, r e
spectively, shall be delivered to the 
precinct election officers for 11 f.e on the 

· day of any election to be beld in such 
p recinct, a nd sha ll be r tturned to t he 
r egistrar of the county. or city or 
town. as the case may be, upon the 
completion of the canvass of the votes 
cast at s uch election. At a ll other 
times they shall be retained at the Clf
:fice of the registrar and shall be open 
to. public inspection unde1· such reason
able rules and regulations as the regis
trar may prescribe. The duplicate reg
istration cards or records shall contain 
the same information and signature 
of th"' voter as the original, except they 
shall not contain spaces to record the 
voting record, and may be of a differ
ent size, form, and color as may be 
prescribed by the State Audi tor, by 
and through the Division of Municipal 
Corporations. The duplicate cards or 
r ecords m11y be flied alphabetically, 
without regard to precincts, in the dis
Crt!tion of the registrar, and shall be 
r etained in the office of the regis trar 
at all times. but shall not be open to 
public inspection. 

SEC. 9. The registration fil es of the 
respective precincts, provided for 'in 
this act, shall be closecl agai!JSt original 
registration for fifteen (15) days im
m ediately preceding every election at 
which voters are. required by this act 
t o be registered, to be held in such 
p recincts, respectively, but the regis
tration files of the precincts within the 
corporate limits of any city or town, 
shall be open, except on the day of any 
election, and the day previous thereto, 

for transfers of registration from one 
precinct within such city or town, to 
another precinct within such city or 
town, as hereinafter provided. The city 
or town registra tion officer. and the 
county auditor, when the election con
cerns precincts outside of incorporated 
cities or towns, shall give notice of the 
closing of said files for original r egis
trat ion , by publication once each week 
for two successive weeks immediate~y 
preceding the closing of said files, in 
a newspaper of general circulation in 
s uch ci ty, town or county, as the case 
ulay be, or by posting such not ice in 
three (~) of the most public places in 
::;uch cHy, town or coun ty, as the case 
may be. at least two weeks prece,ling 
s uch closing: Provirle(I, That in the 
case of spec ia l rily. town. township or 
district elections. such notit-<:> s hall be 
given hy postin~ as aforesaid on ly, at. 
least five (5) days before such clo~ ing . 

SEC. 10. It· shall he the dutv of the 
regb;trar having charge of the· files in 
an incorporated city or tcwi1 a ncl or 
t.lle registra r having cbarge of the 
r egistrotion fi les of rura l precinct~. im .. 
mecliately upon the close of reg istra
tion preceding any election to be held. 
in such city, town, county or rural 
precind or precincts, to insert in ~nch 
files h is cer tificate as to the a uthentic
ity thereof, anrl in t ime for the opiming 
of the polls as provi<lt!d b~· law, to have 
the or iginal certified registration files 
a t the polling places of the respeci ive 
precincts, and deliver them to the in
spector. or ona of the judges, or sa id 
election and take bis receipt therefor: 
Provi<le<l, That in the case of any gen
eral, state or county election, t he 
county a uditor may, in his discretion, 
require the delivery of the regi1; traticn 
files to himself to be, by said auditor, 

<lelivered to the officer ;; of election. 'l'l1e 
fees and expenses or the registra rs of 
precincts lying within the corporate 
limits of any city or town, for the cle· 
livery or registration files to election 
officers, or the county auditor, as in 
this section provided, shall be fixed 
and paid as election expenses by the 
county commissioners, but mileage in 
no case shall exceed ten (10) cents per 
mile ·for each mile necessarily traveled. 

SEC. 11. The registration officer r-;ha JI 
administer to each person applying for 
registration, the following oath or af
firmation : "You do solemnly :;wear 
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(or affirm) that you will fully and 
truly answer such questions as may be 
asked touching your qualifications as 
a voter under the laws of this state." 

Having administered the oath as 
above provided, it shall be the duty of 
the registration officer to interrogate 
the applicant for registration, concern
ing his qualifications as a voter of the 
State of Washington, and of the county, 
city, to'\\--n and precinct in which he ap
plies for registration, requiring him to 
state his full name; whether he will be 
twenty-one years of age on the day of 
the next election; place of birth; place 
of residence; street and number, if 
any, or post office or rural ·mail route 
address; occupation; citi:ienship; if a 
citizen of the United States, whether 
native born or naturalized; if natural
ized, whether in his own right or by 
virtue of his father's naturalization; 
in tho case of a woman, not native 
born, whether naturalized in her own 
right or by virtue of her father's 
naturalization or by virtue of her mar
riage to a citizen of the United States; 
the place and date of the naturaliza
tion relied upon and ·the name of the 
court iu which it took place; whether 
the applicant having been a native 
born or nat uraliz.ed citizen of the 
United Stales has ever renounced his 
allegiance to the United States, and if 
so, whether he has since been natural
ized as a citizen of the United States. 
In case tile applicant is of foreign birth 
and is not a uatura lizecl citizen or the 
Unit,.ed States, whether be was a legal 
voter of the Territory of Washington 
prior to November 11, 1889; whether 
the applicant was a legal voter of the 
State of Washington on November 3, 
1896, or is able to read and speak the 
English language so as to comprehend 
t he meaning of ordinary English prose, 
and in case the registra t ion officer is 
not satisfied in that regard, he ma.y 
require the applicant to read aloud and 
explain tile meaning of s0me ordinary 
English prose; \Ybether tile applicant 
has lost his civif rights by reason of 
being convicted of an infamous crime, 
and if so, whether such rights have 
been restored in the manner provided 
by law ; whether applicant has resided 
in the State of Washington, not less 
than eleven months and fifteen days; 
length of residence in the county in 
which registration is applied for, not 

less than seventy-five days; length of 
residence in the precinct in which 
registration Is applied for, not less 
than fifteen days; whether the ap
plicant is a taxpayer of the State of 
Washington; and the place and ad· 
dress of the last former registration of 
the applicant as a voter in the State 
of Washington under the provisions of 
this act. 

St:c. 12. If it shall appear to the 
satisfaction of the registration officer 
that the applicant is a qualified elector 
of a precinct within his jurisdiction, 
it shall be the duty of the registration 
officer to register the applicant by 
entering on an original and duplicate 
registra tion card, under the proper 
headings, the surname of the appli
cant, followed by bis given name, or 
names, if any; sex; whether he will be 
twenty-one years of age on the day ot 
the next election; occupation; whether 
a nat ive born or naturalized citizen of 
the United States. or a voter of the 
Territory of Washington; whether able 
to read and speak the English lan
guage, or a vote r of this state prior to 
November 3, 18!!6; whether a taxpayer 
of the State of Washington; the name 
of the county, and the city or town, 
and name and number of the precinct 
in which regi$tered, an:l the post of
fice address, or street and numlJel' ad
dress, if any, of the applicant; and to 
require the applicant to sign an oath 
on the original and duplicate r egistra
tion cards, which oath shall be in the 
following form: "I, the undersigned, 
do s;J!emnly swear that the foregoing 
facts touching my qualifications As a 
voter, entered in my presence by the 
registration officer, are true"; and the 
registration officer shell! sign and date 
each of such cards in verification of 
the fact that the same were signed and 
sworn to betore him in the following 
form: "Subscribed and sworn to before 
me tbis .................... day of ............................ , 
19 ................................................................. , 
Registration Officer"; otherwise the 
registration officer shall refuse to 
register the applicant. 

SEc. 13. It shall be the duty of each 
registration officer, at the time of 
registering any voter, as above pro
vided, to also require such voter to 
sign his name upon a third card upon 
which the registration officer shall 
enter the surname, followed by the 
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given name, or names, if any; the 
name of the county and city or town; 
the name or number of the precinct, in 
which the voter is registered; and the 
post office address, and street and 
number address, if any, of the voter 
r egistered ; which card shall be of 
such size, shape, color a nd quality a s 
the State Auditor, by and through the 
Divis ion of Municipal Corporations 
shall determine and prescribe will be 
most suitable and convenient for filing 
in the office of the secretary of state, 
for use in checking initiative and 
r eferendum petitions, and m ailing 
pamphlets containl-ng constitutional 
amendments, initiative and referendum 
measures, and arguments for and 
a gainst the same, to the voters, as re
quired by law. 

It shall be t he duty of the registrar 
of voters in each county, city or town, 
on tbe Saturday next following the 
registration of any voter, to cause all 
such third cards · fi led in his office dur
ing the current week, to be t rans
mitted to the secretary of state for 
fili ng in his office, together with acer
tificate of the registrar thaf the cards 
so trans mitted are the original third 
cards; signed by the voters whose 
names appear thereon, r espectively, 
and that such voters are duly regis
tered in the precincts and from the 
addresses shown thereon, respectively. 

It sha ll be the duty of the reg istrar 
of voters of each county, city and town, 
on the Saturday next following the 
transfer or cancellation or the registra
tion of any voter, as bereinnl'ter in 
this act provided, to certify a ll such 
t ransfers or cancellations, mcde clm·
ing the current week, to the secreta ry 
of state, giving the name of each voter 
whose r egistration has been so t rans
ferred, or cancelled, t he county, city 
or town, and precinct in which said 
voter was registered, and, in case or a 
transfer, giving the name of the 
county, city or town, and precipct, and 
the post office address, or street and 
number address, if any, to which the 
registration of s uch voter was trans
ferred. 

T-he cards provided for in this sec
tion shall be kept on file in the office 
of the secretary of state, in such man
ner as will be most convenient for, 
and for the sole purpose of, checking 
initiative and referendum petitions 

a nd mailing pamphlets containing con
stitutional amendments a nd initiative 
and referendum measures and argu
ments for and aga inst the same, and 
shall not be open to public inspection, 
or used for any other purposes. 

Sr.c. 14. Any r egistered voter who 
changes b is res idence from one address 
to another within the same incorpo
rated city or town, may have his regis
tration t ransfer red to his new address 
by sending, tp the registra r of voters 
of s uch city or town, a signed request 
stating b is present address and the ad
dress from wb:ch be was last regis
tered, or hy appeari ng in person before 
a registration offi~er to have his regis
tration tra nsferred a nd signing s uch 
request; a~cl any registered voter who 
changes his residence from one r ura l 
precinct to another within the same 
county, more than thirty clays before 
any election, may h!: \·e bis registra
tion trans ferred to his new acl ,lress by 
sen din~ to the registra r of voters o! 
such coun ty a signed request stating 
his present a d~i·ess and precinct and 
the address and precinct from which 
he was last r egistei·etl, or \,y appear
ing in person before the registrar to 
have · nis r egistration trar.s[erred, and 
signing such req uest. upon the receipt 
of such req nest the registrar of voters 
shall cause the signature of the voter 
on the request to be compared with 
the signature of the votl?r on the regis
tration cards or such voter, and if it 
appears that the sig1iat11res have beeu 
mad~ hy the same person, the regi~trar 
shall thereupon emer the new place of 
resid~nce and .precinct name or num
ber upon both the original ancl clt: p li
cale registration card,; of the voter 
signing such request, in the ~pace p:·o
vid('d for that purpose, and remove 
s uch cards from the files or the pre
cinct of the former residence a nd in
sert thew iu the flies of t he precinct 
of the present resiclence, and thereupon 
the voter shall become and be a d..:ly 
registered voter of the precinct to · 
which he has thus transferred his 
registration. 

SEC. 15. Any voter registered under 
the provisions of Ulis act, who <'hanges 
his r es icl e:nce from an incorporated 
city or town to another incorporated 
city or town, or to a rural preci nct, or 
from a rural precinct to an incorpo
rated city or town, in the same county, 
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shall be required to register anew. Be
fore registering anew the voter shall 
sign an authorization to cancel his 
present registration in substantially 
the following form: "I hereby author
ize the cancellation of my regh;tration 
in ........................ precinct of.. .................. .. -
( city or town), county or .... ................... . 
precinct of ...................................... county." 
Such authorization shall be filed with 
the registration officer before whom 
the voter registers anew, and shall be 
forwarded promptly to the registrar 
of the county, or city or town, in which 
the voter was previously registered. 
Upon the receipt of such authorization, 
the registrar of the county, or city or 
town. where the previous registration 
was made. shall cause the si-gnature on 
the authorization to be compared wi .h 
the signature on the registration cards 
of such voter, and if it appears that 
the signatures were made by the same 
person, the former registration !<hall 
be cancelled forthwith; but if it shall 
not so appear, it shall be the duty of 
the regist1 ar receiving euch authoriza
tion to notify the registrar ·of the 
county, or city or town, forwa,·ding 
such authorization of the appllrent 
fraud, and the registrar receil"ing s11ch 
notification shall cancel the new regis
tration, and note on the cards the rea
s011 for such cancellation, and shall 
notify tbe person so regi;;te,ed anew, 
by mail, of such cancellation and the 
reason therefor. 

SEC. 16. Any registered voter who 
changes his or her na me by marriage, 
or otherwise in the ma nner provided 
by law, without a change of residence, 
shall notify the election officers at the 
next ensuing election, when offering to 
vote, of s uch change of name, and the 
election officers shall note such cha nge 
of name on the regis tration card of 
the voter, and any registered voter who 
changes his or ber name by marriage, 
or otherwise in the manner provided 
by law, and changes his or her p,ace 
of J-esidence to another precinct, and 
desires to transfer his or her registra
tion, or to register anew as herein
above provided, shall notify-the regis
trar of such change of name, and the 
transfer of registration, or registr2tion 
anew, shall be made in the new name 
of the voter. 

SEC. 17. In case the board of connty 
comruissione!·s of any county, or the 

city council or other governing body ot 
any city or town, or the supervisors ot 
any organized township, shall cr.a.nge 
the boundaries of any precinct or pre
cincts within such county, city or 
town, or township, as the case may be, 
in the manner provided by law, it shall 
be the duty of the county auditor of 
s uch county, or registrar of such city 
or town, to transfer the registration 
cards of every ret'istered voter whose 
place of residence is affected by such 
change of boundary, to the files of the 
p roper precinct, noting thereon the 
name or number -of such new precinct , 
and it shall not be necessary for any 
re~istered voter who,.;e residence has 
been changed from oue precinct to an
other , !Jy such change of boundary, to 
apply to the registration officer for a 
tra nsfer of registration. It shall be the 
duty of the proper registration officer 
to n:ail to each registra nt in the new 
precinct a notice that his precinct has 
been changed froru ............................ ...... to 
......... ......................... , and that thereafter 
he or she will be entitled to vote in the 
new precinct,· giving the name or 
number. 

SF.c. 18. In case any territory lying 
outsiue the corporate limits of any city 
or town shall be annexed to s uch city 
or town in the manner provided by 
law, it shall be the duty of the regis
trar o! such city or town to notify the 
county auditor of the county, in writ
ing, of the annexation of such territory 
to s uch city or town, giving the bound
aries of such annexed territory, and it 
shall be the duty of the county auditor, 
upon receiving su<;h notice, to remove 
the registration ca,·ds of all voters re
siding within the territory annexed to 
1-uch city or town, in their respedive 
precincts, from the original and du
p lica te registration files of such pre
cinct a.nd deiiver said original and du
plicate registration cards to the regis
trar of scch city or town, and such reg
istrar shall insert such cards in the 
registration fi '.es of the proper pre
cincts of such city or town. It shall be 
the duty of the registrar to mail to 
each registrant in the new precinct a 
notice . that the precinct has been 
changed from ........ - ............ to .................... , 
and that tllereafter he or she will be 
entitled to vote in the new precinct, 
giving the name and nuinber : Pro
vitie<i, That if by reason of the fact 
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t hat the location of the residence of 
any registered voter as shown upon 
such registration cards is so indefinite 
that the registrar of such city or town 
is unable to determine the precinct in 
which such residence is located, he 
shall mail a notice· thereof to such 
registered voter, and, if necessary, 
register him anew. 

SEC. 19. It shall be the duty of each 
registrar, on the first clay of December 
of each even numbered year, or as 
soon thereafter a s is practicable, to 
examine the registration files in bis 
custody, and if, from such examination, 
he shall find that any registered voter 
has failed, for a period of two (2) 
years preceding, to vote at at least one 
election, he shall remove the rP.gistra
tion cards of · such voter from the 
original and duplicate files, and c:mcel 
the same by entering thereon over his 
signature the words "c·ancelled for 
failure to vote for two years" and tbe 
date of such cancellation, imd shall 
notify the voter whose registration has 
been cancelled, by mail, at his last 
registration address, of the fact that 
h is registration has been cancelled, 
and that he wiil not be entitled to vote 
at any election until he shall have reg
istP.red anew. 

SEC. 20. It :;ball be the duty of the 
local regis trar of vital statistics in 
cities of the first class to sub.;-,i t 
monthly to the registrar of voters l!, 
list of the names and &cldresses, if 
known, pf all persons over twenty-one 
years of age who have died: and for 
the re·gistrar of vital statistics of the 
state to supply monthly such lists for 
each county of the state, exclusive of 
cities of the ·r.rst class, to the county 
auditor thereof. The county auditor 
shall prepare from said lists a sP.parate 
list of deceased persons for each city 
or town within the county, except 
cities of the first. class, a nd mail the 
same to the registrars thereof. The 
registrar of voters shall compare such 
lists with the registration records and 
cancel the registrations of deceased 
electors. · 

SEC. 21. It shall be the duty of the 
registrar of each counry, city and town, 
to carefully preserve in a separate file, 
to be kept in his office for that purpose, 
all original and duplicate r egistration 
cards cancelled, as provided in the pre-

ceding sections. The files for the pres
ervation of cancelled registration cards, 
above provided for, shall be arranged 
and kept in alphabetical order ir
respective of the precincts from which 
said cancelled cards came or were re
ceived. Each regis trar of an incor
porated city or town, or county, as the 
case may be, shall be and is hereby a u
thorized to. from time to time, remove 
from the flies of can·celled rcgistra1 ion 
cards, in his office, and destroy, all 
duplicate cards th:i.t have been can
celled for a period of ttn {10) years or 
more. 

SEC. 22. The provisi()ns of this act 
sholl apply to all elections he!cl for the 
purpose of electing United States 
presiclen tial e!ectors, or members of 
t:1e united Stat1::s Senate or House of 
Representatives, and to all elect ions 
held for the e:lcclion, or recall, of any 
officer of the state, or of any state 
senatorial or repre~entative distr ict, 
county, city, town, first or second class 
school djstrict, port district, rnetre>
politan park dlstrict, water 9istrict, or 
other taxing district, except third class 
school districts and townships in which 
the officers thereof are elected by 1 he 
residents thereof ar; may be provided 
hy law,. or held for the submission lo 
the voters of the state, or any con11ty, 
city, town, first or second class school 
district, port· district, rnetropolltan 
park district, water district, or such 
other taxing distrkt, except third class 
school districts and townships, of any 
measure or proposition r equired by 
Jaw to be submitted to the voters 
thereof, and to all primary elections 
held in the manner pro,icled by law. 
Whenever any ()tberwise legaily quali
fied voter shall be I egistered in the 
prec:iuct of bis resicle:nce, as i,; this act 
provided, such registration shall be 
prim,a fcicic evidenc~ of the 1·ight of 
such reglstered vote,· to vote at any 
such election, t:ntil such registration 
is cancelled, as in this act provided, 
but such registration shall not be con
clusi·,e evidence of the right of any 
registered person to vo.te, and such 
person may be cha!len g2cl and re-.uired 
to establish his right at the polls in 
such mannar a~ m.~y be required by 
law. 

SEC. 23. From irnd after this act 
goes into effect in aIJy p!'ecinct, no per-
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so.n s hall be entitled to vote at any 
election, specified in section 22 or this 
act, who is not registered in the pre
cinct of his residence, as .provided in 
this act. Voters registered under exist
ing registi;ation laws of t he state shall 
be permitted to vote at any election 
that may be held during the year 1933. 

Soc. 24. If any person shall appear 
and offer, or demand the right. to vote 
at any election, as a registered voter 
in the precinct where such election is 
held, the election officers shnll require 
such person to sign his name in one of 
the official poll books, which shall be 
d esignated the voter's s ignature copy, 
and shall compare such signature with 
the s ignature upon the registration 
card of the person registered under the 
same name. H the election officers, 
or a majority of ihem. upon comparing 
such signatures shall be satisfied that 
the person offering to vote is the 
identical person registered, they sha ll 
permit h im to vote: Pro i>i<le<l, That 
in case the person registered shall have 
signed h is registration card with a 
cross or a mark. and such signing is 
:identified by the s ignature of some 
o ther person, as provided in this act, 
then and in that event, th<! elect ion of
ficers shall have the right. and it shall 
1,e thejr duty. to requi.e the person of
fering to vote to be identified by the 
person who signed the registration card 
as an identifying witness, or some 
registered voter of the precinct, and 
u nless such identifying w itness is per
sonally known to the election ofllcers, 
or some of them, they may req uire such 
identifying witness to sir,n his name 
in the presence of the election officers 
for the purpose of identifici:.tion. 

SEO. 25. At every election , a s each 
voter casts his vote, the inspectcr. or 
one of the j':.ltlges of election, s hall enter 
on the registration card of such voter 
in the space provided [or that purpose 
the month, day and year of s uch elec
tion (for example, 11/4/30). which 
entry may be v.'ith pen and ink or by 
a stamp provided for that purpose. 

$EC. 26. H any officer shall willfully 
neglect or refuse to perform any duty 
required by this act, or shall willfully 
neglect or refuse to perform any s uch 
d11ty in the manner required by this 
a ct, or shall enter, or cause or permit 
to be entered on the registration files 

of any precinct the name of any per
son in any other manner, at any other 
time than as prescribed by this act, or 
shall enter, or shall cause or permit 
to be en tered, on such files the name 
of any person not entitled to be r egis
t ered thereon according to the pro
visions of this act, or shall destroy, 
secrete, mutilate, or alter or change 
any such registration fi!es. except in 
the manner provided by this act, he 
shall be guilty of a gross misdemeanor , 
aod in addition to the penalty other
wise prnvided by law shall forfeit any 
office he may then hold. 

S EC. 27. If any person shall falsely 
swear, or affirm, in taking the oath. or 
making the affirmation, prescribed for 
r egistration, as in this act provided, 
or shall fal sely personate another and 
procure 'himself to be registered as 
the person so personated, or shall 
cause himself to be registered under 
two or more different names. or shall 
cause a ny name to be registered other
wise than in the manner provided in 
this act, he shall be deemed guilty of 
a felony. 

SEC. 2l<. Each deputy r egistration 
officer of a precinct outside the cor
porate limits of any city or town shall 
be entitled to receive a fee of ten 
cents for each elector registered. This 
feo shall be paid by warrant drawn on 
the county treasurer hy order of the 
board of county commissioners : Pro
videcl, That no employee of the county 
receiving a salary shall he enti tled to 
such fees. 'I'he colllpensation of r egis
trars of cities and towns shall be pro
vicled by the governin~ body of such 
cities or towns, respectively. 

Ste. 29. It shall be the duty of all 
ofl'ic<','S charged. by law with the duty 
of canvas8ing the returns of elections, 
upon the completion of the canvass of 
an y such election, to transmit to the 
registration officer of each county, city 
and town, respectively, the registration 
records used at such election and by 
law required to be return<'d by the 
election officers to the officials charged 
with the duty of canvassing the re
turns of elections. 

SEC. 30. Upon the taking effect of 
this act it shall be the duty of the 
State Auditor, by and through the 
Division of Municipal Corporations to 
prescribe the style, form, color, quality 
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and dimensions of all forms, cards and 
records required to carry out the pro
visions of this act, and to prescribe the 
requirements of the cabinets or binders 
for filing the original and duplicate 
registration cards; but the State Au
ditor, by and through the Division of 
Municipal Corpofations, shall not pre
scribe any particular design for such 
cabinets or binders; and it shall be 
the duty of the State Auditor, by and 
through the Division of Municipal Cor
porations, t.o notify the county auditor 
of each county, and the city comptrol
l er or clerk of each city or town in 
the state, of the style, form, color, 
quality and dimensions of forms, cards 
and records, and the requirements of 
cabinets and binders prescribed; and 
it shall be the duty of the registrar of 
each county, city or town, respectively, 
to procure and use the cabinets or 
binders and the forms, cards and rec
ords as prescribed by the State Au
ditor, by and through the Division of 
Municipal Corporations. 

SEC. 31. Frnm and after the second 
day of January, 1934, the acts and 
parts of acts enumerated in the fol
lowing schedule shall be repealed; pro
vided that said acts and parts of acts 
insofar as they apply to the registra
tion of voters in precincts ·lying out
side of incorporated cities an,l towns 
shall continue in effect until the sec
ond day of January, 1936 : 

SCHEDULE 

An act entitled "An act to provide 
for and to regulate the r egistration of 
voters in cities and towns, and in pre-

STA TE OF WASHINGTON-ss. 

clncts having a voting population of 
two hundred and fifty (250) or m.ore," 
approved March 27, 1890, Laws of 188~ 
90, page.s 414-419; 

An act entitled "An act to amend 
section five (5) of an act entitled 'An 
act to provide for and to regu late the 
registration of voters in cities and 
towns, and in precincts having a 
voting population of two hundred and 
fifty or more' and declaring an emerg• 
ency," approved September 11, 1890, 
Laws of the Special Session held Sep
tember 3d to lltn, inclusive, 1890; 

Section 5 of chapter III (3) of the 
Laws of. 1891, page 4; 

Chapter CIV (104) of the Laws of 
1S91. page 19S ; 

Chapter XL V ( 45) of tbe Laws o~ 
18S3, pages 72-75; 

Chapter CXXIX (129) of th9 Laws 
of 1895, page 840; 

Chapter CXXXV (135) of the T.aws 
of 1901, pages 284-289; 

Chapter 63 of the Laws of 1903, 
pages S0-81; 

Chapter 171 of the Laws of 1905, 
pages 346-349; 

Chapter 118 of the Laws of 1907, 
pages 216-217; 

Chapter 168 of the Laws of 1909, 
pages 628-629; 

Chapter 16 of the Laws of 1915, pages 
33-43; 

Sections 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, and 11 
of chapter 163 of the Laws of 1919, 
pages 462-469; 

Sections 5114 to 5137, both inclus ive, 
of Remington 's Compiled Statutes; · 

Sections 2322 to 2347, both inclusive, 
of Pierce's 1919 Code. · · 

Filed in the office of Secretary or State, January 9, 1932. 

J. GRANT HINKLE, Secretary o/ State. 
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