
An Amendment to the State 
Constitution 

To Be Submitted to the Qualified Electors of the State tor Their Approval 
or Rejection at the 

GENERAL ELECTION 
TO BE HELD ON 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 1926 

A.N AC'r relating to forestation and re­
;forestation and the assessment 
and taxation of lands devoted to 
that purpose and the assessment 
and taxation of the products of 
such lands, and providing for an 
amendment to the Constitution of 
the State of Washington. 

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the 
State of Washington: 

SECTTOK 1. That at the general 
election to be held in this state on the 
Tuesday next succeeding the fi rst 
Monday in November, 1926, there shall 
be submitted to the qualified voters 
of this state for their adoption and 
e.pproval or rejection an amendment. 
to the Constitution of the State of 
Washington so Uiat the same shall 
contain a new and additional Article 
to consist of one section to follow 
Article XXVII, to be known as ArtiC':le 
XXVIII, to read as (ollows: 

ARTICLE XXVIII. 

Stcr10~ 1. Nothing contained in 
this Constitution shall prevent the 
legislal!u.re from enact ing, by general 
laws, legislation for the pu1-pose of 
encouraging and i,romoting forestation 
and reforestation of lands within the 
state, which laws may provide such 
methods and means to accomplish 
that purpose as the legislature may 
deoormine, and which laws, -iV ad­
dition to such other means and meth­
ods as may be provided by the 
legislature, may Jll'OVide on lands de· 
voted to that purpose for a definite 

and invariahle tax during a term ot 
years, and/ or for a classifica tion, 
rate, valuation and/or standard ot 
valuation for taxation an'd assessment 
pur poses, different from other lands 
and property; and which Jaws may 
provide for a yield tax of a definite 
percentage on the value of the timber 
or forest prod ucts grown on such 
lands, to be pald at the end of a 
definite term of years or period, or 
upon removal of such products, which 
yield tax ma:v be in lieu of a ny other 
tax on such lands or products, or may 
be in combination with such other 
tax as may be provided for; and 
which Ja,ws may provide for contracte 
between tbe state and the owners of 
such lands for a defin ite and invarl· 
able tax on such lands during a term 
of years, and/or for a classification. 
rate, valuation and/ot standard of val: 
uation for taxation and assessment pur­
pos-es di fferent from that of other lands 
a nd property, and/or a yield tax of a 
definite percent'ige on the value of 
the timber or forest products gro"'°n 
on such lands to be paid at the end 
of a specified term of years or period, 
or upon removal of such products. 
wblch yield tax may be in lieu of any 
other tax on such lands or product!J, 
or in combiniition with such other tax 
as may be provided for. 

Sec. 2. The Secretary of State shall 
cause the amendment proposed in 
Section 1 of t!Jis act to be p ublished 
for three (3) months next preceding 
the said election therein described in 
some weekly newspaper in every 
county where a newspaper is published 
throughout the ·state. 
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SEC. 3. There shall be provided on 
all ballots for said election an oppor­
tunity for the people to vote for or 
against such amendment, by means 
of the following proposition and ballot 
title : 
Shall the Constitution be) 
amended by i..dding thereto i 
a new article to be known Yes D 
as Article XXVIII to per-
mit legislation designed to No D 
encourage and promote for-
estation and reforestation? 

SEc. 4. If H. shal l appear from the 
ballots cast at the said election that 
a majority of the qualified electors 
voting upon the question of · the 

STATE OF WASHINGTON-ss. 

adoption of the said amendment have 
voted in favor of the same, the gover­
nor shall make proclamation of the 
same in the manner provided by law, 
and the said amendment shall be 
adopted and lxlcome a part of the 
constitution of this state from the 
time of such proclamation. 

Passed the House December 19, 
1925. 

Passed the Senate December 31, 
1925. 

Filed without the signature of the 
Governor. 

J. GR.A1'iT Hl.NKU:, 
Secretary of State. 

Piled in the office of the Secretary of State, Ja11.11ary 14, l !J 26 . 

.J. GRANT HINKLJJ}, Secref.«1"11 of State. 
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